
tJ&iO 



M^ u a< l>i sh„^>M|.. * 
g^J“w soiikasc A'fc 
sa^-.scfiso n , Cbio-^^nS 

PWtapbBiCK?*^* 

’vnftbeptnir, 

^ Sr^pf ?* ■£ . 

**&t SOUte -Jijijcjj,; 

t&g&sicai Jr^iri 1 *^ 

Wwsearcfee^..,;' . 

attach are i-~ if ,B m 

gj^fcauni^Siia 

•" '•• ■ ^‘"Ofc 



THE MDEPENPENT 


TUESDAY 7 JANUARY 1997 


WEATHER: Cold and dry 


(IR45p) 40p 


Get your original BWI HCjJKM l Y NewsPrint * 
FRH in today’s Independent Tabloid 



answer 


(*&*“ *W J5;." 

a Eanh Qry fen- 

S «TO, much .-f 

vwftocs v^icuri- 'r.' mr>v -& 
flg*UIsr vs^uJ’ -rf^ae 
ifcw «* ‘-o frW • ;«* 

«0idd have v* -i : ^ 

&»<L WLMlirj .aV:: 1 ^;^ il 
So Tain c?jt “ c ’ 

•• ■f - 

y. J* the sea salty? 


Election 97 Forget the smears and hyperbole - these are the questions the parties need to 

We think you should be told 



early ixx-ur.s - 


What will 
happen 
to taxes 
under Blair 
or Major? 


n-UL 



Q lf things 
go badly, 
would 
the Tories 
take us out 
of Europe? 


Q Will Blair 
back 
voting 
reform if he 
wins? 


Q Would 
Labour 
take 

Britain into 
a single 
currency? 


Q Will the 
parties 
spend 
more on 
schools -and 
who loses? 


Q Would 
Ashdown 
keep 
Blair in 
power 

without PR? 



Can 
Labour 
match 
the Tory 
pledge on 
NHS cash? 
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With this week's frantic campaign- 
ing, the 1997 general election cam- 
paign has opened. It has begun with 
stunts, wild hyperbole, scare stories 
and too much attention on the 
“how" of politics - the yin-docto ring 
and advertising - rather than the es- 
sential “what”, the policies. If the 
voters are not to be short-changed, 
all the parties have some straight an- 
swers to give before polling-day. 

Today, we list eight of the big ques- 
tions we believe need answering if 
this election is to prove a proper test 
of the parties. These are fair ques- 
tions which can be answered u the 
party leaders are prepared level with 
the rest of us. But without proper an- 
swers, voters will lack essential in- 
formation and democracy will have 
stumbled. 

What will happen to taxes? 

It is unreasonable to expect pre- 
cise information about the detail of 
taxation year after year - since that 
depends partly on the economic cy- 
cle. But the parties need to be clear 
on their early proposals and princi- 
ples. In 1979, over Vhlue Added Tax, 
and in 1992, over taxation general- 
ly, the public was seriously misled. 
So in 1997 the Conservatives have 
a special duty to explain what they 
intend to do on direct taxes and VAT; 
bow that will be funded; and to re- 
spond to the detailed questions 
about the state of the public finances 
they evaded last lime. 

The Liberal Democrats have 
made clear statements about the 
likely higher level of income tax they 
would impose to fund education. 
Labour, though, despite making 
anti-tax noises in general, have re- 
fused to discuss any proposed high- 
er rate of income tax, or what would 
happen lo tax thresholds. The par- 
ty has pledged that it will fill out the 
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Acting tfie part John Major calling in at Emmerdale’s local while Tony Blair visits a skill centre in London Politics , page 4 Photographs: Ross Parry/PA 


detail; it has an absolute duty to do 
so. 

Would the Times take ns out of 
Europe? 

. “Don't be ridiculous," is John Ma- 
jor’s likely response. But he has 
moved relentlessly in a Euro-scep- 
tic direction since bis early days in 
Number Ten, and his party is in 
Euro-sceptic hands. Many of his se- 
nior colleagues talk about “rene- 
gotiating” Britain’s relationship with 
tiie rest of the EU. But if the other 
countries forge ahead towards a fed- 
eral Europe, what does renegotia- 
tion then mean? In the end, if they 
didn’t like it. would the Conserva- 


tives lump it? Or would they with- 
draw? We deserve an answer to 
what, given Lbe intensity of the ar- 
gument inside the party, is no longer 
an academic question. 

Will Blair tack voting reform? 

The Labour leader is committed 
to holding a referendum on whether 
Britain should change the voting sys- 
tem for the House of Commons. Po- 
tentially, that would be the biggest 
single act of interna] political change 
since women won the vote; it might 
radically alter the party system. Yet 
though he is said lo be “un per- 
suaded” about the need for a change 
to proportional representation. Blair 


himself has been coy about his 
thinking. Voters have a right to look 
further into his mind before they 
take his hand and leap. 

Would Labour take Britain into 
the single currency? 

Another referendum question: 
Labour is divided, though not as pub- 
licly so as the Government Its for- 
mal position is that if the economic 
conditions were appropriate, it 
would see no constitutional objec- 
tion to introducing the Euro - but 
it wants “real" economic conver- 
gence. Gordon Brown recently com- 
mitted Labour to a referendum 
before joining any first wave of 


monetaiy union. But decision-time 
is looming. So is Labour keen to join 
that first wave otdoi? Here loo, the 
time for bashfulness has passed. 

Will the parties spend more on 
schools? 

All of the party leaders have an- 
nounced, with great solemnity, that 
improving the slate of British edu- 
cation is their priority. But neither 
Labour nor the Tories have made 
any specific promises about paying 
for that improvement. So: if this mat- 
ters particularly, will they shift tax- 
payers' money towards schools and 
colleges? And if they wifi, where will 
they take the money from? 


Wndd Paddy Ashdown keep Blair 
in power without PR? 

The Liberal Democrat leader has 
made it dear that he is close to 
Labour on a wide range of impor- 
tant issues, from Scottish devolution 
to reform of the House of Lords. But 
his strategy and his party depend 
upon him winning more out of the 
Labour leader on voting reform than 
he has so far (see above). So the hard 
question is this: would the Ub- 
Dems support Labour anyway? 

Can Labour match the Conserv- 
atives’ pledge on NHS spending? 

Labour is assumed by most vot- 
ers lo be a safer guardian of the NHS 


What do 
%j$ the 
'*-% parties 
mean by 
radical reform 
of welfare? 


than the Tories. But this is likely to 
mean higher spending; and Labour 
has not yet matched the Conserva- 
tive promise (unfulfilled in the lat- 
est Red Book spending plans) to 
increase NHS spending year on 
year in real terms. Why not? And if 
they cannot, what outlook do they 
offer for state medicine? 

What do the parties really mean 
by radical reform of the welfare 
state? 

This is a policy area where econ- 
omists and pundits expect a dramatic 
shift in policy in the next few years. 
Take pensions. Politicians like 
Labour’s Frank Field and the Tories' 
Peter Lilley have canvassed the 
idea of turning to a new savings and 
insurance-based system. But what do 
their party leaders think? 

Labour is critical of the Tories for 
breaking the old link between the 
state pension and earnings, but 
won't restore it. Again, many senior 
people in both parties are private- 
ly hostile to "middle-class benefits" 
like mortgage interest relief and uni- 
versal child benefit. All the parties 
talk of radical solutions, but lapse 
into embarrassed silence on the 
details ... because they wifi be painful 
for many people innocently voting 
for them laier this year. 


These are not all the big questions 
for the election; but they are, we 
think, the biggest unanswered ones. 
Readers may have others. The test 
is, are they great national issues, 
where the parties' positions are 
hidden or unclear? We wiU monitor 
our list, add to it if necessary, and 
do our best to get what answers 
(election stunts permitting) we can. 

Andrew Marr 
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\ Yacht found 

r_r 1 1 Hopes for Tony Bufiimore were 
f-'-q fading after his 60ft yacht was 
• v.j found upside down in the 
Southern Ocean. Page 3 
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Serbia’s military top brass say 
they’ll turn guns on Milosevic 


Andrew Gumbel 

Belgrade 


Officers and 61ite units in the 
Yugoslav army are prepared to 
launch a revolt against the gov- 
ernment, including the use of 
firepower, if President Slobodan 
Milosevic tries to order a vio- 
lent crackdown against the pro- 
democracy demonstrators who 
have thronged the streets of Ser- 
bia’s cities for the past eight 
weeks. 

Sources in the armed forces 
have told the Independent that 

roughly half of their permanent 
members, as well as the vast ma- 
jority of conscripts, are sympa- 
thetic to the demonstrators and 
would do everything they could 
to avert bloodshed and politi- 
cal repression. 

“If Milosevic orders a crack- 
down, I would be prepared to 


shoot him," a major in charge 
of a tank brigade said. “If be 
tries to mobilise us, I would turn 
my tanks on the government." 

Another major, a comman- 
der in the Yugoslav equivalent 
of the SAS, told the Independent 
that any attempt by Mr Milo- 
sevic to co-opt the armed forces 
would blow up in his face. “It 
win be like Bucharest,” he said, 
referring to the short but bloody 
end to the Ceausescu regime in 
Romania in 1989. 

“If he tries to use the army, 
the army will be used against 
him. ” 

Relations between Mr Milo- 
sevic and the armed forces 
have deteriorated rapidly since 
the war in Bosnia, and soldiers 
are now badly paid, badly 
equipped and poorly respected 
Mr Milosevic has instead built 
up a fearsome special police 


force that operates, in effect, 
like a private army. It is this po- 
lice force that is most likely to 
be at the forefront of any crack- 
down. 

But the major in the special 
air services said this action, too, 
would meet with strong army re- 
sistance. 

“We would mobilise our- 
selves against them. First, we 
would issue a warning and then, 
if necessary, we would take 
stronger measures.” 

Opposition leaders address- 
ing their supporters in Bel- 
grade read out a letter last 
week expressing the support of 
a number of army brigades and 
a commitment that they would 
never tuin against the crowds. 

It Is not dear whether the let- 
ter was genuine, but the senti- 
ments undoubtedly reflected 
reality. 


Mr Milosevic can probably 
count on the support of the top 
generals he has himself nomi- 
nated, along with a hard core of 
junior officers, but nobody else 
- particularly not the elite units. 

The special-services major 
said his brigade had sent a let- 
ter to the armed forces chief of 
staff, Momcilo Perisic, asking 
whether they might be ordered 
to move against the demon- 
strators and making clear that 
they would strongly oppose iL 

Gen Perisic, the major said, 
had responded chat the army's 
job was to protect the consti- 
tution and gave a specific com- 
mitment that they would not 
take part in repressive activities. 
With his letter, the general en- 
closed a copy of the report by 
the Organisation Sot Security 
and Co-operation in Europe 
(OSCE) on municipal elections 


in November urging President 
Milosevic to acknowledge op- 
position victories in Serbia's 
main towns, including Belgrade. 

Relations appear to be 
sLrained between President 
Milosevic and Gen Perisic, part- 
ly because of budget constraints 
on the army and partly be- 
cause a number of key decisions 
have gone through the De- 
fence Ministry and by-passed 
the array command. 

Military experts do not be- 
lieve, however, that Mr Milo- 
sevic would dare to replace 
him in the present climate. 

“It would be a sign that the 
loyalty of the whole army was 
disintegrating,” said Dragan 
Veselinov, leader of an opposi- 
tion coalition in the northern 
province of VojvoUina and a po- 
litical-science professor. 

Fight to the death, page 10 
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Max Gilford declares war on Tories 


James Cusick 
and Fran Abrams 


The public relations impresario 
Max Gifford yesterday 
promised to wage his own per- 
sonal war on the Conservatm: 
government. They had ae- 
strovedH the health service, be 

Sso he would deliver “two 

or three” new revelations of 
sleaze before the election. 

Mr Clifford’s latest client, 
Paul Stone, is behind the diffi- 
culties being faced by Harlow s 
IbryMP.Jeny Hayes, 

After Mr Stone gave a radro 

interview yesterday about Mr 

Hayes, whom he claims was his 
JovSTmt Clifford issued hrs 


own revelation. “The death 
and suffering they [the Gov- 
ernment) have caused to so 
many ordinary people in this 
country is something I have 
watched with growing despair 
and anger over the last 16 
years," he said. 

Mr Clifford's 25-year-old 
daughter Louise has spent 
much of her life in hospital re- 
ceiving treatment for rheuma- 
toid arthritis. “This is a personal 
vendetta based on what the Tbry 
government have done to the 
NHS,” Mr Clifford said. 

Labour bewever officially re- 
fused to applaud its new sup- 
porter. A party spokeswoman 
said: “We cannot condone any 


S- 4. 



of Mr Clifford's actions. Politics 
is about issues. He is a self-pub- 
licist, that is his business. We 
completely condemn what he 
does.” Regardless, Labour will 
privately relish the prospect 
that Mr Clifford may continue 
to "expose” Tory MPs. 

He told The Independent: 
“This is not about the treatment 
given to my daughter, but about 
how the MIS has changed. For 
years I watched what was hap- 
pening in hospitals. Whether 
you were poor or a millionaire, 
you used to be entitled to the 
same care in Britain. Now the 
NHS is being destroyed and it 
is getting worse." 

However, Mr Clifford 







warned the Labour Party that 
“god-willing when they become 
the government, the same stan- 
dards will apply to them”. 

Meanwhile on radio, Mr 
Hayes's former Commons re- 
searcher, Paul Stone, 24, said be 
had no regrets in publicly re- 
vealing the two men's alleged 
16-mcmth homosexual affair 
when he was IS. He said his de- 
cision lo tell his story in the 
News of the World, reputedly for 
around £100.000, was to expose 
“hypocrisy" in Westminster. 

Mr Hayes's constituency of- 
ficers are understood to be dis- 
cussing his position, but the seat 
anyway will be highly vulnera- 
ble at the election. 



Max Clifford: Personal war 
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Hotel breaks offer: 2 nights for the price of 1 


Vthe independent Get a free night’s bed and breakfast in one of our 
Collect four tokens from Participating hotels when you pay for the first nigit 


^INDEPENDENT 

ON SVND.W 


The Independent and 
Independent on Sunday 
from 11-18 January. 



Fufl delate and a list of participating Mhotel hotels will be printed on Suiday tl January and Monday 13 January. 


Some hotels will permit 
longer stays on the same 
basis: pay for two nights 
and stay for four etc. 












RSPCA 
to act 


over 

Gucci 

horses 


iojo Moyes 


The RSPCA is considering le- 
gal action after more than 100 
emaciated and neglected Ara- 
bian horses were found on the 
estate of the late fashion guru 
Paolo GuccL 

In one of the worst cases 
RSPCA investigators said they 
had seem one severely mal- 
nourished horse had lobe put 
down immediately and another 
was not expected to live. A fur- 
ther 10 horses were taken to one 
of the charity's rescue centres for 
urgent veterinary treatment 

Officers are making regular 
trips to the MillHeld Farm, near 
Rusper. in West Sussex, to feed 
and care for the remaining 90 
horses, many of which were 
valuable bloodstock, which were 
also found starving in stables. 

An RSPCA spokeswoman 
said: “The horses were in an ex- 
tremely bad state, ft appeared 
that no-one had been looking af- 
ter them and they had not been 
fed or watered for a long time." 

She said many of the horses 
were extremely weak. ^Some 
had to be carried out of the sta- 
bles, which were covered in ex- 
crement. Wj are still investi- 
gating who is responsible for the 
animals but we are certainly 
considering prosecution." 

RSPCA officers made their 
discovery on 2 January when 
they visited the farm for an in- 
spection. The 23-acre farm is be- 
ing run by former stable girl 
Penny Armstrong, who was 
Gucci's mistress until his death 
at 64 in 1995. 

The farm also came under in- 
vestigation in 1995, before Guc- 
ci's death, when his neighbours 
complained that some horses 
were so emanated that their rib- 
cages “stuck out like toast 
racks" and that some animals 
had running sores and diseases. 

Earlier. American govern- 
ment officials seized 10 starving 
horses from a stable outside 
New York belonging to GuccL 

The spokeswoman said: “We 
had concerns about the welfare 
of animals on the farm in 1995, 
but there was no prosecutioo 
and conditions were improved. 
We continued to monitor the sit- 
uation, but yet again, sadly, it 
seems conditions have serious- 
ly deteriorated." 

Miss Armstrong. 27, who 
was not available for comment 
yesterday, has two children 
by the late millionaire design- 
er. She and his former wife, 
Jenny, are fighting a legal bat- 
tle over the contents of the es- 
tate and £2.5m mansion ad- 
joining the farm. 



Flames of anger: Police move in on the car used in yesterday's IRA rocket attack on Belfast High Court 


Photograph: Kelvin Bayes 


IRA rocket attack outside 


courts as tensions grow 


David McKittrrck, 

Ireland Correspondent 


A police officer narrowly es- 
caped with his life when the IRA 
launched a rocket attack on a 
security post at Belfast’s main 
courts complex yesterday. 

The device, from a bazooka- 
like shoulder-held launcher, 
was fired by a terrorist from the 
back of a car wbich drew up 
alongside the post. The RUC 
officer threw himself to the 
ground when he saw the 
weapon. 

He was saved from serious in- 
jury by his prompt action and 


by the reinforced glass fitted to 
the small post. He was able to 
walk away after the attack, but 
was taken to hospital suffering 
from minor injuries, shock and 
damage to his eardrums. 

A woman who was leaving 
the court at the time collapsed 
during the attack and was lat- 
er treated for shock. 

The incident was the latest in 
a scries of IRA attacks in 
Belfast and elsewhere in recent 
weeks. The fact that most of 
them have been abortive has led 
to speculation that the IRA was 
engaged in a “phooev war" in- 
tended to threaten rather than 


actually inflict casualties. How- 
ever, this is firmly denied by 
both republican and security 
force sources. 

The courts complex, which in- 
cludes the Northern Ireland 
High Court and legal admin- 
stration offices, is heavily-for- 
tified and well-guarded as a 
result of dozens of attacks on it 
in the course of the troubles. In 
yesterday’s incident, the target 
was dearly not the courts them- 
selves but police personnel on 
duty outside them. 

The complex is on the edge 
of the dty centre, buL is also 
close to the republican Markets 


area of the city, where the IRA 
has a significant presence. The 
hijacked car used in the attack 
was found abandoned there af- 
ter the attack. It had been set 
on fire to destroy any forensic 
evidence left in the vehicle. 

An IRA claim of responsi- 
bility also included warnings 
that bombs had been left at a 
number of Belfast hotels, but 
these turned out to be hoaxes. 

Sinn Fein president Gerry 
Adams said he regretted the in- 
cident, as he regretted loyalist 
murder attacks on republicans 
and what he termed “RUC at- 
tacks on nationalist homes". 


This was a reference to a recent 
increase in security force 
searches of homes. Mr Adams 
said: “The genie is out of the 
bottle," adding that the task for 
politicians was to put it back into 
the bottle. 

Ulster Unionist leader David 
Trimble said the type of attack 
showed the increasing desper- 
ation of the IRA in the face of 
security force success in thwart- 
ing their plans. He said: “It 
shows the absence of any co- 
herent political or military strat- 
egy within the republican 
movement It is bankrupt.” 

Jack O'SnIIrvan, page 15 



Trimble’s hands tied by divisions 


David McKittrfck 


Trimble: Isolated at a key 
meeting of MPs 


Serious divisions among Ul- 
ster Unionist MPs have called 
into question the party’s abili- 
ty to act as a unified block in fu- 
ture dealings with John Major 
and Tony Blair on the govern- 
ment's survival. 

It emerged yesterday that 
the party leader, David Trimble, 
and his deputy, John Taylor, 
found themselves isolated in a 
key meeting before last month s 
crucial fisheries vote in the 
Commons. The other seven of 
the party's nine MPs rejected 


Mr Trimble's advice to vote 
against the Government, and in- 
stead abstained. 

The significance of this for 
both the Government and 
Labour is that in Mr Trimble's 
manoeuvrings with the Tbries 
and Labour in the months run- 
ning up to the next election, a 
serious question-mark hangs 
over his ability to deliver the 
votes of his colleagues. 

Ulster Unionist party sources 
yesterday confirmed an Irish 
Times report of Mr Trimble’s 
7-2 defeat at the parliamentary 
party meeting, which took place 


less than an hour before the fish- 
eries vote, in which the Gov- 
ernment had a majority of 1 1. 

They also confirmed the de- 
scription of the meeting as ac- 
rimonious. One MP said 
yesterday: “I never remember 
an incident like this before." 

At the moment the majority 
of the nine MPs appear to be 
against any idea of bringing 
down the Conservatives. They 
point out that concessions have 
already been extracted from the 
Government on issues which in- 
clude the toughening of the 
terms for Sinn Fein's entry into 


talks, the beef crisis and fishing 
quotas. 

The feeling is that further 
useful concessions may also be 
wrung from the Government in 
the coming months. An MP 
added that helping to bring 
down the Government so close 
to the end of its natural life 
would in any event be “a mean- 
ingless gimmick.” - 

A number of sources say 
that Mr Trimble has never suc- 
ceeded in winning the confi- 
dence of his parliamentary 
colleagues since his election as 
leader over a year ago. 


significant shorts 


New CJD may 
have claimed 
15 th victim 


Talks continue 
mDtiblin 
warder siege 


A 15 th person is suspected of 
dying from new variant 
Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease, 
the Alness which has been 
link ed with beef from cattle 
differing from “mad-cow” 
disease. 

The Department of Health 
yesterday said there was a 
“probable” new case, in 
addition to 14 known victims, 
two of whom are still alive. 

However, a spokesman 
refused to confirm that the 
new case was that of 
19-year-old Victoria Lowther 
from Carlisle, Cumbria, 
whose death in November 
last year was widely reported 
to have been caused by new 
variant CJD. This form of the 
disease can only be 
confirmed absolutely after a 
postmortem, although there 
are characteristics which 
Hiciingnish it from the classic 
form of the degenerative 
brain disease which tends to 
occur in people over 60. 

Scientists announced the 
discovery of new variant CJD 


Negotiations were continuing 
last night with six prisoners 
who have held four warders 
hostage in Dublin’s Mountjqy 
jafl since Saturday evening. 

One of the warders has 
been tied to the door to 
prevent gardai storming the 
unit. The prisoners!; armed 
with blood-filled syringes, 
table legs and metal tubing, 
include three drug addicts. 
Food, and the heroin 

substitute physeptone, have 
been provided. 

Five of the prisoners axe . 
protesting against conditions 
in the segregation unit for 
the jail’s most dangerous 
inmates. A sixth, on remand, 
is protesting his innocence of 
charges relating to possession 
of drugs and the murder of 
journalist Veronica Guerin. 


Priest jailed 


scovenn 

in March last vear. Their 


advice to the Government, 
that the most likely cause was 
bovine spongiform 
encephalopathy (BSE}, 
triggered the beef crisis. 

Liz Hunt 


Traditionalists 
stand firm 


A priest was yesterday jafled 
for a year after admitting 
plundering more than 
£80.000 from Church funds 
while working as youth 
officer in the diocese of 
Peterborough. 

The Rev Martyn Davis, 37, 
of Fare ham, Hampshire, 
admitted seven charges of 
theft and asked for 300 

charges of theft, deception 

and false accounting to be 
taken into account at 
Northampton Crown Court. 


Changes to proposals on 


what pupQs should learn 
about morality, to indude 
more emphasis on marriage, 
failed to satisfy traditionalists 
at a meeting yesterday. 

Five out of 150 members of 
the values-in-education 
forum set up by government 
curriculum advisers opposed 
proposals which were altered 
under pressure from Gillian 
Shephard, the Secretary of 
State for Education. 

The original plans did not 
mention marriage explicitly. 
The revised version said that 
sodi 

marriage 
form of tbe family” while 
recognising that “the love and 
commitment required for a 
secure and happy childhood 
can be found ui families of 
other kinds”.. Yesterdays 
meeting dropped the phrase 
“as the traditional form of the 
family”. Judith Judd 


Scots success in 
drink-driving 


The Scottish festive drink- 
driving campaign was 
yesterday hailed a success 
with the number of motorists 
who tested positive falling 
below 1 per cent for the first 
time. Police also said that 1X2 
motorists were caught when 
more than 1,700 people - 
called a freephone number to' 
“shop" drink-drivers. 


aety should “support ... 
image as the traditional 


Mrs Phyllis 
Bowman 


Our leader article (“Don’t . 

i 'udge her - and don't hound 
ier" ? 7 August. 1996Xf. . : ‘ ...■ 


suggested that Mrs Phyllis . 


Prisoners in 
for good read 


Prisons and remand centres 
throughout Britain have been 
sent a book listing more than 
375 attempted crimes that 
failed miserably. Publishers 
of The Fortean Tunes Book of 
Inept Crime said that prison 
librarians had reported that 
publications that included 
felonies were always popular 
with inmates. 


Bowman’s (National Director 
of the Society of Unborn 
Children) motivation in 
forwarding an offer of 
financial assistance to 
Professor Phillip Bennett and 
in invoking legal proceedings 
to ensure that the offer was 
made known to the mother 
of the twins, was to gain 
publicity. We accept that, in , 
these events, Mrs Bowman's ' 
concern was that the mother 
of the twins was eatitled to 
be informed that financial - 
assistance was available 
should she decide not to-bave 
an abortion. We 
make this poin 
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Recycled paper made up 41-2% of 
the raw material for UK newspapers | 
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news 


Prayer and 
foodies 
win top 
literary 
awards 


Boyd Tonkin 

Literary Editor 


A new life of Thomas Oranmer, 
one of the architects of the 
Church of England and creator 
of the Book of Common Prayer, 
is the surprise winner among 
this year’s Whitbread literary 
awards, announced today. 

From marriage “till death us 
do part” to burial as “ashes to 
ashes, dust to dust”, Cranmer s 
language has punctuated Eng- 
lish-speaking life for more than 
400 years 

The 600-page life of Cran- 
mer, by Diarmaid MacCulloch, 
a Hi dor historian who lectures 
in the theology faculty at Oxford 
University, beat studies of 
George EUot by Rosemary Ash- 
ton, of Samuel Beckett by 
James Knowtson and of Queen 
Caroline by Flora Fraser (Lady 
Antonia's daughter) to win the 
£2,000 prize for biography. 

John Lanchesteris flamboyant 
foodie thriller. The Debt to Plea- 
sure, won the award for a first 



Thomas Cranmer Huge 
impact on religious Bfe 

novel, while Beryl Bainbridge's 
Booker-short-listed 11131110 tra- 
gi-comedy Every Man for Himself 
gained the general prize for fic- 
tion. Seamus Heaneys collection 
The Spirit Level won the jpoetiy 
award The category winners 
now go forward to be judged for 
the overall Whitbread Book of 
the year Award worth an addi- 
tional £21,000, on 21 January. 

Talking to The Independent 
yesterday. Dr MacCulloch em- 
phasised that Cranmer’s Book 
of Common Prayer “is not just 
a religious document but a cul- 
tural artefact. Cranmer is one 
of the select band of writers - 
William Shakespeare and 
William Tyndale are the other 
two - who have changed the way 
we spea^". From “peace in our 
time" and “lift up your hearts” 
to “in sickness ana in health”, 
language from Cranmer’s 
prayer books and homilies sat- 
urate everyday English speech. 
Millions of people who other- 
wise never enter a church expect 


to be hatched matched and 
despatched according to his 
formulations. Dr David Starkey, 
who teaches Tudor history at the 
London School of Economics 
and is writing a biography of 
Henry VLQ, describes Cran- 
mer's work as “the great quarry 
of English commonplaces”. 

Cranmer, who championed 
Henry VIU’s break with Rome 
as Archbishop of Canterbury 
from 1533, issued two versions 
of the Book of Common Prayer 
during the reign of Edward VI, 
in 1549 and 1552. He also drew 
up the Thirty-Nine Articles of 
the Anglican faith, to which 
clergy must still subscribe. Per- 
secuted as a Protestant under 
the Catholic restoration of 
Mary Tudor, Cranmer first 
abandoned his views and then 
renounced his recantation. 
When he was burnt at the stake 
for heresy in 1556, be put his 
hand into flames, saying, “This 
was the hand that wrote h [the 
recantation], therefore it shall 
first suffer punishment 7 ’. 

Dr MacCulloch stresses that 
“without Cranmer, England’s 
Reformation would not have 
been a Protestant Reforma- 
tion because Henry VE was so 
confused about what he be- 
lieved”. He also points out the 
huge gap between Cranmer s 
conception of the Church and 
the modem institution: “Cran- 
mer believed that Henry bad 
been personally chosen by God 
to lead His church. I don’t 
think that archbishops today 
would take that view.” 

However, Dr Starkey main- 
tains that “Cranmer is essential 
to what is happening in the 
Church of England now. The 
whole debate concerns what is 
meant by a national church, and 
how that relates to a universal 
church.” He claims that “the 
church that Cranmer created 
looks as If it might topple into 
the arms of Rome”, welcomed 
back by some future, more ec- 
umenical Pope as a national 
branch “within some sort of 
loosely run Roman church”. 

Starkey argues that “the age 
of Henry VTO gave us a power- 
ful sense of national identity" 
which the promise (or threat) of 
European integration has forced 
the country to reassess. That 
makes MacCulloch’s scholarly 
huT gripping hingraphy, nrigmaB y 

seen as an outside candidate, a 
timety choice for a major award. 
Granmer stands at the heart and 
root ofEngfishness, a source of 
both its most enduring institu- 
tions and of its familiar speech. 
With both changing fak, we 
need to know much more about 
the intellectual godfather who 
oversaw their birth. 

“Thomas Cranmer a-Ufe", Inf 
Diarmaid MacCulloch, Yale 
Underlay Press (£25) 



Bon voyage: Streamers fill the air as the cruise ship Canberra sets sail from Southampton last night at the start of her final world cruise 


Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 


Grand exit for the Great White Whale 


Louise Jury 


With- a complement of 1,600 
passengers, 870 crew and more 
than 25,000 bottles of cham- 
pagne and wine, the great cruise 
ship Canberra embarked from 
Southampton last night on her 
22nd and final world voyage. 

The cruise marks the end of 
a chequered bat glorious career 
as one of Britain’s best-loved lin- 
ers. In the early Sixties, she took 
thousands of emigrants to a new 
life “down under”: in fee Eight- 
ies, she risked her veiy survival 
during fee Faiklands war; and 
in fee Nineties carried hundreds 
of veterans to fee Normandy 
beadies for fee 50th anniversary 
of D-Day. She heads into re- 
tirement in September, and de- 
mand for places on fee final 
voyage was so great that tickets 
sold out within three days. 

Streamers flickered in fee 
breeze and fee band played 
“Sailing” as Canberra - dubbed 
the Great White Whale during 
bertimeinfeeffelldands- drew 
slowly out of harbour at 6pm last 

night. 

“I think it’sveiy emotional for 
everybody really. It’s the end of 
an era,” said a spokesman for 
fee ship’s owners P&O. “She's 
a much-loved ship by fee peo- 
ple who work on her as well as 
those who sail on her.” 

Captain Roiy Smith. 52, who 
first sailed on Canberra 24 years 
ago and has been at the helm 


since 1993, was “very proud" to 
be steering her through the final 
92-day world tour. “There will 
obviously be a certain amount of 
nostalgia and I think it will be- 
come pronounced as we progress 
through fee voyage looking at 
ports we know this ship will 
never look at again," he said. 

- “Things like leaving fee ma- 
jestic port of Hong Kong wife 
fee lights blazing at Chinese 
New Year and Tm sure it will be 
the same in Sydney. But fee re- 
ally nostalgic moment wffl come 
when fee arrives back and sails 
up Southampton water.” 

Maria Mann, the deputy 
cruise director in chaige of en- 
tertainments, was close to tears 
at fee thought. “I know every 
single little creak she makes. 
She rides fee rough weather bet- 
ter than any other ship I've 
known. 1 even know my way 
round tbe boiler room and 
most of the galley,” fee said 
“The Canberra ’ s like a good 
wine. She’s improved wife age 
and developed a heart of ber 
own and our passengers love 
her. There will be a lot of box- 
es of tissues at the end” 

When Canberra was built for 
£17m by Hariand & Wolff at tbe 
end of the Fifties she was fee 
largest post-war British pas- 
senger ship. She was ready for 
launch in 1961 to serve Australia 
as a liner. By tbe early 1970s fee 
had switched roles to become 
a cruise ship, and in 1982 was 


requisitioned to carry troops 
and act as a hospital ship in the 
Faiklands. She spent 94 days 
wife the task force. 

The current trip will take in 
many ports with which she has 
had a long association, includ- 
ing Singapore, Hong Kong, 
Darwin, Brisbane and San 
Francisco. During the three- 
month cruise, passengers will 
consume an estimated 24,400 
bottles of champagne and wine. 


more than 92 tons of meat, 
327,900 fresh eggs and 5,654 gal- 
lons of ice-cream. 

Like evetyfeing on board 
Canberra, the statistics are im- 
pressive. The 818ft ship, weighs 
44,807 tons and has 780 cabins. 
There are three pools, five or- 
chestras in addition to a bar- 
room pianist, and facilities 
running through the alphabet 
from fee Alice Springs Bar to 
fee Writing Room. Around 400 


of fee passengers are taking the 
complete global navigation at a 
cost between £5,595 and 
£33,995, and a total of 3,400 will 
join her for sections en route. 

Una and Keith Lairg, both in 
their late sixties, flew from Tas- 
mania on Sunday to do fee 
whole trip, fulfilling a dream 
they first entertained 20 years 
ago. “It was now or never." said 
Mrs Laing. “It was something 
we've always wanted to do.” 


Mary Brown and Bill Sander- 
son, a brother and sister from 
Hepscott. near Newcastle, have 
travelled fee globe on Canber- 
ra three times before and would 
not have missed fee final tour 
for anything. “That’s why we 
booked,” said Mrs Brown. 66. 
They regard the crew as per- 
sonal friends. Mrs Brown first 
met Eric, the night steward, in 
1963 when he was just 21 years 
old. He. too. is retiring this year. 
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Hopes for round-the-world 
yachtsman slip away 


Stephen Goodwin 

and Stuart Alexander 


Hopes for fee survival of British 
round-the-world yachtsman 
Tony Bullimore were dwindling 
last night after his 60ft Bade 
ChaBmrvi& spotted m fee icy 
waters of fee Southern Ocean. 
An Australian search and res- 
cue plane made repeated low 
passes over the hull but saw no 
ggnof the 57-year old yachts- 
man. 

Sixty miles away, the aircrew 
managed to drop a hferaft to 
Thierry Dubois, iBbJJJ 
another casualty of die Vendee 
Globe single-handed challenge 
and mountainous waves. 

Dubois, 29, was found ding- 
ing to the bull of his upturned 

yacht Amnesty JnttMttMd 
1,400 miles south-west of Perth. 

The first raft he clnnb^ aboard 

capsized but at 10.00 GMT he 
successfully scrambled aboard 

? chances do not 

look good. His yacht was upside 
down and without its keel, ac 
cording to one report; mother 
said itwas listing- No sighting 
of him bad been achieved, even 
though manypasses were made 
as low as 200ft- , 

Anightelub operator and 

managing director of a Bum- 

S^hSbased import-export 




to peril: Tony Bullimore (left) and Thierry Dubois 


company, Bradkeyne Interna- 
tional, Bullimore is a tough, ex- 
perienced saflor who basmade 

27 crossings of the Atlantic Be 
fore the start of thence, on i 

November, he said: “The is one 
of the few things left on this 

earth feat I want to do. 

Lalel Bullimore had always 
supported her husband’s ad- 
veSures but had strong reser- 
vations about the so 
round-the-world voyage. Last 

night, she said not knowing be 

husband’s fate was agonising. 


“All lean do is sit by the phone 
and wait.” 

Fellow ocean racers and an 
Australian rescue spokesman 
said just because Bullimore 
had not been sighted did not 
mean they should fear The 
worst- “Anybody wanting to 

survive is going to stay inside the 

hull,” said Marie Gatehouse, a 
Plymouth dock owner who has 
competed against Bullimore in 
nans-Atlantic races. 

-They know they are in for a 
long wan. The last thing I would 


m 


do is sit oa top of the hull. I 
would get back inside ... I am 
sure Tony would be doing the 
same.” 

The area where Mr Bal- 
timore’s yacht was sighted was 
described by veteran circum- 
navigator Sir Robin Knox-John- 
Ston as a “vicious place" feared 
by every seaman. “I have been 
in it a number of times. When 
it really builds up you can get 
waves up to 120ft. 

“In fee Atlantic a 35-footer 
is a big one, 50ft is really bad - 
so you are talking about mas- 
sively larger forces." 

Race organisers in Paris 
straggled to catch up with their 
second drama in 10 days. Late 
on Boxing Day, another British 
competitor. Pete Goss, fought 
through 150 miles of wild seas 
to pick up another french com- 
petitor, Raphael Dinelli, from 
his sinking yachL 
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Tories claim dirty tricks over story on MP 

V D.dO<ntt Jjlht 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Senior Conservative Party fig- 
ures yesterday claimed they 
were the victims of “dirty tricks" 
after the launch of their cam- 
paign for the general election 
was marred by the disclosure 
that a Tory MP was engaged in 
talks with Liberal Democrat and 
Labour leaders about their 
plans for constitutional reform. 

As Mr Major began his cam- 
paign breakfast with business- 


men in Leeds, the BBC dis- 
closed that Hugh Dykes had 
agreed to submit his own plans 
for reform to the Lib- Lab com- 
mission, which Mr Major bad 
described as “profoundly dan- 
gerous" only 24 hours earlier. 

It was the second blow in two 
days to Tory attempts to seize 
the initiative for its rampaign af- 
ter the allegations in a Sunday 
newspaper about Jerry Hayes, 
Tory MP for Harlow, and a gay 
lover, which he denies. 

The party chairman, Brian 


Mawhinnev. was barely able to 
conceal his anger about the 
BBC report after he unveiled 
the new Tory campaign poster 
warning rhat a Labour govern- 
ment would end “in tears". 

Senior Tory sources said 
Labour had colluded with the 
BBC in the timing of the report. 
Mr Dykes, a maverick back- 
bencher, had been engaged in 
talks with Labour spokesman 
Jack Straw about the party's 
plans for constitutional reform 
for six months. The Independent 


learned. Labour saw Mr 
Dykes's involvement as a coup. 
“It dealt quite a considerable 
blow to the Tory launch. This is 
trench warfare," said a senior 
Labour source. 

Mr Dykes exchanged letters 
with Mr Straw last week, of- 
fering to attend a joint Labour- 
Liberal Democrat hearing He 
made it dear he wanted to 
concentrate on the voting sys- 
tems, including those for the 
European Parliament; the in- 
clusion of the European Con- 
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Leaders out on stump for 
longest ever election trail 


Co On Brown 

aid Fran Abrams 

John Major and Tony Blair 
were out on the election trail 
yesterday, marking the begin- 
ning of' the longest general 
election campaign the voters of 
Britain have ever had to endure. 

Pressing the flesh and tour- 
ing the studios of a television 
soap opera, the Prime Minister 
signalled his intention to lead a 
presidential -style campaign. 

Although he has yet to name 
the date, ministers were confi- 
dent the Government would 
survive until a planned election 
on 1 May, leaving the public 
with another 115 campaigning 
days to go before polling day. 

Mr Major was in Leeds, 
meeting businessmen and some 
of the stars of Emmerdale, while 
Mr Blair was in London visit- 
ing a training centre. 

The Tory party chairman, 
Brian Mawhinney, opened the 
Tory campaign with a poster 
depicting a typical British fam- 
ily. played by actors, shedding 
a single red tear and the slogan 
“New Labour, New Failure”. 

Today Mr Major will be in- 
tensifying the impression that 
the election is already underway 
by holding the first of a series 
of White House-style press con- 
ferences. Mr Blair is planning 
to hold his own press conference 
tomorrow. 

The Prime Minister will be 
flying out to India for a week- 
long trip tomorrow but that is 
likely to offer little respite in the 
“phoney war" before Mr Major 
names the date for the general 
election. 

Touring the sets at 
Emmerdale, Mr Major 



Picture this: Dr Mawhinney unveils the new campaign 


confessed he did not have much 
time for viewing because of his 
tight schedule. But be added: 
“The rest of my family are 
great fans of soap operas." 

He spent nearly an hour 
looking at the sets used in the 
series and chatted to the actor 
Peter Amen, who plays Chris 
Tate, son of Frank, the owner 
of Home Farm, and Jane 
Cameron, who plays the nanny 
Sophie. 

She said: “He was very in- 
terested in what we were doing 
but said Emmerdale is on too 
early in the evening for him to 
watch." 


Launching the poster cam- 
paign, Dr Mawhinney also pub- 
lished a 28-page dossier 
claiming that a Labour gov- 
ernment would spell disaster for 
Britain. Every Labour admin- 
istration in the past had taken 
the country to the verge of 
bankruptcy, it said. 

Alistair Darling, shadow 
Treasury minister, said the cam- 
paign and dossier showed the 
Tones were “deeply frustrated 
that our prudent and honest ac- 
count of our programme in 
governments means they must 
invent targets to attack because 
the real things do not exist’". 
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vention of Human Rights into 
UK law; and the reform of the 
House of Lords. 

Mr Dykes, who was un- 
reprentanL also dismissed sug- 
gestions that he might be 
preparing to defect to Labour 
or the Liberal Democrats. 
“Why should I? Because I am 
a member of the Toiy tribe. I 
know all the war dances and I 
use the Toiy grease paint," he 
said on BBC radio. 

Labour sources confirmed 
he had expressed no intentions 


t pot 
Tore 


to defect. 

tial Alan Howarth jihe former 
Tory MP who joined Labour]. 
He is plugged into the lory par- 
ty and he is a close friend of 
Kenneth Clarke." 

That k unlik ely tn assuage the 
Conservative Central Office 
team who saw their plans blown 
badly off course by his inter- 
vention. Mr Major is deter- 
mined not to be deflected from 
bis criticism of the Lib- Lab con- 
stitutional plans, to be discussed 
at a joint meeting tomorrow. 


At a breakfast meeting with 
businessmen, Mr Major re- 
peated his warnings about con- 
stitutional reform, claiming that 
“it will end in tears". 

He told a business breakfast 
in Yorkshire: “The concept of 
tearing up our constitution by 
the roots - which is the essence 
of what the Labour Party and 
the Liberals are talking about - 
is thoroughly’ damaging and a 
huge distraction when we should 
be building on the economic op- 
portunities that lie ahead." 


John Prescott, Labours 
Deputy Leader, was quick to 
point out that the close coop- 
eration between the two sides 
did not mean they were head- 
ing for a coalition in which Pad- 
djT Ashdown, the Liberal 
Democrat leader, would have a 
seat in a Blair Cabinet. 

The deputy leader said the co- 
operation was about Parlia- 
mentary tactics for delivering 
proposals on which they were 
agreed. It was not an attempt to 
create a joint election platform. 


Photograph: John Voos is 


Labour started its own run- 
up to the general election yes- 
terday with a visit by Tony Blair 
to a framing centre in west 
London. 

Mr Blair chatted to 16-13 
year-olds who had left school 
without qualifications. 

It was “sad" that the Con- 
servatives felt the need to spend 
so much money on making up 
untruths about the Labour 
Party, he said. “This country 
wants to have some chance of 
hope and opportunity in the fu- 
ture, not just see the parties 
scrapping with each other in 
negative advertising." 



On the buses: Transport spokeswoman Glenda Jackson drives Labour's message home Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


Why Max is 
the man to 
dish the dirt 


James Cusick 


On his own admission he left 
school at 15 with “an honours 
degree in street-raking". Since 
then. Max Clifford, or as Toiy 
MP David Mellor calls him 
“the sleaze ball of all sleaze- 
balls", has gone on to become 
the undisputed regem of reve- 
lations. 

Back in the headlines after a 
kiss-and-tell story on the Tory 
MP Jerry Hayes, 53-year-old Mr 
Clifford is a latter day privateer 
who deals not in pirate gold, but 
in reputations, celebrity shenan- 
igans. image-making and de- 
struction. Hype seems too 
small a word for the business of 
Max Clifford Associates. 

Raised in Wimbledon, south- 
west London, he worked his way 
up from a local newspaper to 
the EMI press office before 
leaving to start his own business. 

Although his company docs 
conventional PR work for such 
firms as Laing Homes, and the 
car company Seat, Mr Clifford 
has come to fame by a differ- 
ent route. Over recent years he 
has become the Mr Fixit of 
sleaze, the man who channels 
rivers of salacious revelations in 
the direction of lucrative con- 
tacts with Britain’s tabloid press. 

As one of his competitors put 
it: “If Adam came back to dish 
the dirt on Eve, he could do 
worse than hire Max." 

The revelations by Bien- 


venida Buck - centring on the 
love letters from General Sir Pe- 
ter Harding and their discus- 
sions on troop movements in 
Bosnia and Northern Ireland - 
were masterminded by Mr Clif- 
ford. who admitted “I cion't give 
monkey's about his sex life, 
but I do care about the chief of 
defence discussing troop move- 
ments with a former Spanish 
prostitute." 

Another client, Antonia de 
Sancha, a former lover of David 
Mellor, revealed all and led to 
the MP resigning as a minister. 
Toe sucking and tales of love- 
making in a Chelsea football 
strip ensured a place in the PR 
Hall of Fame. Shortly after- 
wards, he embarrassed anoth- 
er government figure, Alan 
Clark, by publicising the story 
of three former lovers - Valerie 
Harkess and her two daughters. 

Although Mr Clifford is 
wealthy he avoids the lifestyle 
of the rich and famous. All his 
fees for radio and television ap- 
pearances go direct to the Roy- 
al Marsden Hospital's Child 
Cancer Unit and Arthritis Care. 
The Marsden has benefited by 
£20,000 in recent years. He 
says little about these activities, 
arid says his job has been all 
about exposing double-stan- 
dards and hypocrisy. But as one 
Labour MP put it yesterday. “If 
Gifford is the na lion's moral 
crusader, good. Every Clifford 
piclurc fells a Tory." 


Thatcher Mis to 
alter Clarke’s 
view on Europe 


Colin Brown 


Baroness Thatcher tried to per- 
suade Kenneth Qarke over a pri- 
vate dinner to change course on 
the European single currency. 

The Chancellor refused to 
buckle, holding on through to 
the sweet course to his belief 
that Britain should preserve its 
option on joining a single Eu- 
ropean currency. 

It is understood that Lady 
Thatcher tried to convince Mr 
Garke that a shift of policy, rul- 
ing out Britain's entry into the 
first wave of a single currency, 
would help the Tories win the 
general election. 

Allies of Mr Garke said he 
privately believes it unlikelv 
that Britain would be in the first 
wave of a single currency, but 
he refused to rule it out on the 
ground that a concession now 
would invite the Euro-sceptics 
to press for more. 

“1 would have liked to be a 
fly on the wall," said one source. 
“They had dinner just before 
Christmas. Ken's basic point is 
that the French may be fudging 
it, but if you give way now, there 
is no point where you can draw 
the line." 

The Chancellor has never 
been afraid to speak his mind 
with Lady Thatcher. When she 
was forced to resign by the Cab- 
inet, Mr Garke was one of the 
first to tell her she should go. 

Lady Thatcher's interven- 


tion came within days of the 
Chancellor's tense meeting with 
the Cabinet at which a number 
on the left of the party, includ- 
ing Stephen Donel!, joined 
Euro-sceptics led by Michael 
Howard in challenging the 
Chancellor's paper on single 
currency convergence criteria. 

Mr Garke was forced into a 
partial retreat, and will return 
to the Cabinet with a new pa- 
per in the coming weeks. The 
Chancellor, however, secured 
the Cabinet’s reaffirmation for 
the policy, preserving Britain's 
opt out on a single currency. 

Last night friends of Mr 
Garke remained adamant that 
there would be no change of pol- 
icy, and dismissed reports that 
he was being forced into a cor- 
ner by Mr DorreD, and William 
Walde grave, the intellectual 
leader of the left in the Cabinet, 
who has privately come down 
against a single currency. 

Mr Waldegrave, the Trea- 
sury Chief Secretary, is said by 
some insiders to be highly in- 
fluential in the shift towards the 
Euro-sceptics in the Cabinet. 
The next meeting of. the Cabi- 
net will be on 16 Jantraiy.- 

_Mr Clarke’s paper wifi say that 

a judgement on whether other 
member states are fulffling the 
Maastricht convergence criteria 
cannot be judged until the end 
of this year, making it impossi- 
ble to justify a change of policy 
before the election. 
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A tale of two theatres: Scarborough’s famous theatre is saved but London’s historic opera venue seems destinpri tn an riaru 
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are other leisure, sports and arts white elephant. Sir Alan retai- 
organisatkms that could do iated by saying that many peo- 
with this money.'* pie only came to Scarborough 

• Sir Alan opened his new because of the theatre and 
theatre in April last year. The there was an onus on the coun- 
premises are much a dmir ed in cD to invest in its star attraction. 


A theatre opened by the play- 
wright Sir Alan Ayckbourn 


The Stephen Joseph Theatre theatrical circles. The complex He tempered the criticisms of 
in Scarborough is to get an ex- has two theatres, a cinema, an the area, however, adding: “I’d 
tra £50,000 a year for five years education centre for children, love to say the problem is only 
from the town council. How- " 
ever, it will not be a contest be- 
tween “luvvies and lawies”, 
said council leader Mavis Don doubled 
as she appealed to members to But it has operating costs of 

support the theatre. £800,000 and is expected to slip . w 

Ms Don said the extra mon- £200,000 into the red by March adopted home town's derelict 
ey for the theatre would come 1988. This is in r *' “ ’ 

from the tourism budget and of £622, 700 from 
would not jeopardise other ser- county councils and Yorkshire 


has two theatres, a cinema, an the area, however, adding: “I’d -j f-i 

love to say the problem is only 

tan and restaurants. Produc- with a few people in Scarbor- -- '■ 

txons have been critically well re- ough. But aJl this reflects gen- l^errii: 

which is almost a dirty word.” . >^£ : 

A year ago. be was hailed as -"■-" 

l^avjou^o^ransfonmn^iis ^ 

lite of grants Odeon cinema into a gleaming 

le district and new theatre. It now stages world . . Sx\ 

premieres plays before m r^**» l 

they go to the West End. Star attraction: Sir Alan Ayckbourn at the Stephen Joseph Theatre in Scarborough, which he opened in Anrit "ia*t 
■ Scarborough council is pay- _ 
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ing £141,000 towards the 
theatre, the same as it was 
when it was based at a convened 
grammar school at Westwood. 
Now, in the revamped Odeon 
Cinema, it is twice the size and 
twice as expensive to run. 

The council was not expect- 


ed to begin paying its full share 
of £191,000 towards the 
theatre’s bills until 1999, when 
National Lottery cash runs out 
Chairman of the Theatre 
Trust. Charles MacMcCatby, 
said be was delighted at the de- 
cision and the support the coun- 
cillors have given to them. 

He said; ‘‘They have taken a 
responsible attitude towards 
the future of the theatre which 
is now far more secure.” 

The issue had triggered a 
heated debate in Scarborough. 
Sir Alan has attacked the 




Jane Kenyon: Theatre 
must stand on its own feet 




of the town’s 22 public lavato- 
ries. Earlier, it had been re- “boozy culture of the fishing and 
ported that 22 public lavatories seaside resort”, 
would have to dose if funding He said: “If you happen to be 

for the £5m theatre went ahead, teetotal in this town, then God 
*Tm not a hiwy, but I do help you -because there is lit- 
think we should be able to of- tie else to do apart from get 
fer people the joy and experi- drunk and buy shoes. They are 
ence of live theatre, 1 * . said preparing this town for a living 
(MimdHor Xane Kenyon.' helL I like to shop and drink as 

O^ijxmentsoftheerirafund- much as the next man, but 
mg had feared that the theatre when you sober up In your new 
would see the public purse as a shoes, you feel there must be 
bottoifff&sspiL MsKenyoiisaid . more to life.” 
the time had cpmejo say no. Residents attacked the 

“If stime this theatre teamed theatre- in local newspapers, 
to stand on its own feet There describing it as an expensive 


ENO says high 
costs forcing 
theatre move 


Arts Correspondent 


to an own £213m redevelopment 

Mr Marks defended himself 
against the charge that, only five 
years ago, the ENO had been 
desperate to bny the then 
£12.Sm freehold of the Colise- 
um. Now it was saying it was im- 
possible to stay there. 

“In 1992, when the freehold 
of the Coliseum was acquired 
by the ENO, it was five years 
away from being homeless and 
the then owners, Stoll Moss, bad 
intention of charging us 


' years ago. 

Sewers overflow 
every time there 
is heavy rain 
and there are no 
rehearsal rooms ev«y r ^ 
or storage space f"^ w “ n n ^ 

— 1 “ ™“““ The company, which has 

t a statement issued last been selling rapacity houses, 
idiL Darid M^lfor, the former said the difficulties of operating 

c*>rrptarv said: It is at the 


\ iiiseum were such that 
„ £50m-plus refurbish- 
juld not overcome diem. 
^ “&^hadtobesm.dtwice 

bended knee to daily, whfle sewers overflewed 

it to be asked to every time there was heavy 
fchdd rain- niere was no storage for 

nnp on the tin- sets or rooms for rehearsal. 

But the bo^d recog^es 
v for the refur- that moving, with the help of75 

&•*■*"£ EfSfflnSM 

tod?so?£>itis 

; fa the heart of P^S • v^rd had its 
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TV puts republican Britain to the test 


Millions of viewers 
to join poll on 
future of monarchy 
in the biggest 
event of its kind 

Michael Streeter 


Up to two million viewers are 
expected to take pari in a tele- 
vision telephone poll on the 
Royal Family tonight in the 
higgesl lest yet of public opin- 
ion on the future of the monar- 
chy. The live debate on Carlton 
TV, grandly entitled “Monarchy. 
The Nation Decides", is the 
most ambitious event of its 
kind on British television. 

If it is deemed a hit with view- 
ers. Carlton executives are plan- 
ning more debates, on topics 
such as Britain's role within the 
European Union. 

Although outwardly relaxed 
about the programme, royal 
officials will be watching to see 
bow far the streak of republi- 
canism in society has reached in 
light of recent scandals. A 
MORI poll done in conjunction 
with the programme found 4S 



Palace coup?: Photomontage of republican sympathisers Brian Basham 0eft), Emma Thompson, Paul Flynn, Anthony Holden and Claire Rayner 


per cent of people believed the any personal meaning for them, comment further. “This type of the republican camp, including the former Sunday Tones edt- 

monarefay would not survive be- A spokeswoman for Buck- programme appears more than Stephen Haseler, chairman of tor Andrew Neil. Professor 

yond 2050, and 35 per cent said in gham Palace said that, like any periodically. the pressure group Republic, Haseler, from London Guild- 

they did not want it Only 3 per poll, the results of the debate TTie debate will feature a the agony aunt Gaire Rayner, hall University, said the mim- 
per cent said the monarchy had would be “noted" but would not range of representatives from the Labour MP Paul Flynn and ber of people pro-republican or 


What’s stopping you 

If you’re looking for reassuring, supportive personal healthcare 
at the right price, call PPP healthcare. You get instant access to hospital treatment 
and a wide range of out-patient benefits. 

from enjoying the personal 

There is no annual limit on your hospital stays, and all your bills will be settled directly 
with the hospital But we don’t just help you when you’re ill There’s a 24-hour Health Information Line 
and a Personal Advisory Team who will answer all your queries too. 

healthcare you deserve? 

All this support makes us different from other types of medical insurance. 

With our help you can be sure you'll choose the cover that best suits your needs. And when you join, 
your first month’s cover is free - our way of welcoming you. 

It can’t be the cost. 


So call today for your instant quotation. 

And find out how you can afford the personal healthcare you deserve from just £8 a month. 

Remember, your first month’s cover is free. 

0800 33 55 55 

(8am-8pm weekdays. 9am— 1pm Saturdays) quote reference 6098 

PPP healthcare. FREEPOST. PPP HOUSE UPPEKTON ROAD. EASTBOURNE EAST SUSSEX BN21 iBR. 



Net site: www.ppphealthcare.co.uk 
tour telephone conversation ma\ bo recorded for research purposes. 



1 would like to discover how affordable the support of PPP healthcare can be. Please send me my no-obligation quotation. 

Mr/ Mrs/ Miss /Ms Name 


Address 


Date of birth 


Postcode 

(Evening) 

(Important : we cannot give you a quote without this date.) 

Dale of birth 


Name of other adult to be included Date of birth / / 

Number of children under 21 to be included 

ffyou have a current healthcare policy, p lease gi ve your renewal d ate / / Ref 609S 

1 PREFER NOT TO RECEIVE PROMOTION AL MAILINGS FROM OTHER COMPANIES □ 


P' 


PPP healthcare - 
there to support you 


anti-monarchist, while not a 
majority, had reached “seri- 
ous" figures. 

Others participating tonight 
at the National Exhibition Cen- 
tre. Bir mingham , include Terry 
Waite, the journalist John Pil- 
ger, the writer Andrew Morton, 
the MP Bernie Grant, PR guru 
Max Clifford, actresses Bar- 
bara Windsor and Samantha 
Janos and the nightclub owner 
Peter Stringfellow, who will teD 
viewers that abolishing the 
monarchy would be bad for 
business, by attracting fewer 
American tourists to London. 

In another clip, Mr Neil at- 
tacks the “bizarre*' nation that 
Britain should arrange its con- 
stitutional matters according 
to the dictates of tourism, point- 
ing out that republican Paris still 
attracts a few visitors. 

The gossip columnist and 
royal-watcher Nigel Dempster 
will tell the audience - which 
Carlton hopes will attract eight 
or 10 million - that the future 
of the monarchy rests entirely 
on the shoulders of a 15-year- 
old boy. Prince William. If he 
does not measure up, the insti- 
tution is doomed, he will say. 

Lord Archer will deliver what 
is described as a rant against re- 
publicans, including the light- 
hearted suggestion that they 
should be beheaded. 

Apart from the television 
audience, 3,000 members of the 
public, bused in bom 20 cities 
and selected as representative, 
will be present in the NEC Af- 
ter a break for the News At Ten, 
the show will resume with the 
results of the phone-in. Execu- 
tives say the network can take 
up to 14,000 calls simultane- 


Muslim schools 
win backing 


Lucy Ward 

Education Correspondent 

Plans for Britain's first publicly 
funded Muslim school moved a 
step nearer reality yesterday af- 
ter two private schools won of- 
ficial backing for their bid to join 
the state sector. 

Islamia primary school, in 
Brent, north London, and Al- 
Furqan primary, in Birming- 
ham, are today due to enter 
applications to the Education 
Secretary, Gillian Shephard, to 
win grant-maintained status. A 
bid will also be entered for GM 
status for Islaraia's sister scbooL, 
an all-girls' secondary. 

It comes after the quango 
which funds GM schools rec- 
ommended both primary school 
bids, giving them a higher 
chance of securing approval. 

As the three schools applied 
for GM status, a private Mus- 
lim girls' secondary school in 
Bradford announced plans to 
launch a second attempt to 
join the state sector as a vol- 
untary aided school. If suc- 
cessful, Feversham College, 
which had a similar application 
turned down two years ago, 
would become a state school, re- 
ceiving funding through the lo- 
cal education authority on the 


same basis as many Church of 
England and Roman Catholic 
schools. 

The developments mark a 
new burst of progress after sev- 
eral years of set-backs for the 
institutions jostling to become 
the first state-funded Islamic 
school. All are over-subscribed 
and are surviving on a combi- 
nation of fees, charged where 
parents have the cash to pay, 
and donations from mosques 
and community groups. 

Islamia primary and its sister 
school sought a legal review af- 
ter their joint application for 
voluntary-aided status was re- 
fused in 1993. A second appli- 
cation was also rejected, 
prompting the schools to seek 
access to the state sector as 
grant-maintained institutions 
independent of the local au- 
thority. AJ-Furqan primary, 
founded as a study group with 
four pupils in 1989, became a 
fully-fledged primary three 
years later. To gain public fund- 
ing, Muslim schools have to 
commit themselves to following 
the National Curriculum, from 
which independent schools are 
exempt. They must demon- 
strate that they meet required 
standards of teaching and of fi- 
nancial management 


DAILY POEM 

Rock Music 

By Les Murray 

Sex is a NazL pie students aU knew this at vour school To it, 
eitayone s subhuman for parts of their ln-es. Some are all their 
lives. You U be one of those if these things worry you. 

Vw beautiful Nazis, why are they so cruel ’ 

aberran *' fa origbial the wounded 
*£?£££ Cha £g T? *? CC,es and Ml* obsolete 
iht true race. Which is those who never leave school 

J*£t*f* ’ sUcnl - For the flattering dream, 

m massed fartmg reassurance, we spasm and scream, 
but what is a Nazi but sex pitched far crowds? 

It's the Calvin SS: you are what you've got 

and you U wnnkte and fawn and work * for you’re shot 

though tears pour m secret from the In/SSrSbSL ^ 


C, 


Jonathan Anstee 


ously, and up to 60.000 a 
minute. The question asked 
will be simply: “Do you want 
a monarchy?", with “yes" and 
“no" numbers to call. 

One of the producers, Doug 
Carnegie, said they knew of the 
dangers of rigging the result but 
hoped the volume of calls would 
swamp any such attempts. He 
denied suggestions that they 
were triviaiising the issue and 
said the programme was in- 
tended as a serious contribution 
to an important subject. 

Prof Haseler welcomed the 
debate as “very healthy" . 

He said: “This is a debate 
about the country, the estab- 
lishment and the political sys- 
tem, not just the monarchy. 
Such a programme would have 
been unthinkable even two or 
three years ago." 

Growing doubts over the fu- 
ture of the Royal Family had 
been sparked by scandals in- 
volving the Princess of Wales 
and the Duchess of York, but 
now ran deeper. 

“They [the scandals] were 
more a key that unlocked the 
debate; then people have be- 
gun to think more deeply about 
the role of a monarchy in the 
21st century." He cited a grow- 
ing number of younger people 
with republican sympathies 
such as the actress Emma 
Thompson and singer Billy 
Bragg. 

Prof Haseler is also a mem- 
ber of the Common Sense Chib, 
an informal dining organisation 
which discusses republican 
ideas. Other members include 
the public-relations consultant 
Brian Basham and the royal bi- 
ographer Anthony Holden. 
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High hopes as Branson waits 
for the balloon to go up 

Charles Arthur ^ A 


Ground control: Richard Branson, left, discussing final flight details with engineers in Marrakesh yesterday 


Charles Arthur 

Marrakesh 

Richard Branson squinted into the 
Moroccan sunshine yesterday morn- 
ing and pondered whether he would 
leave behind a crew member - who 
is also one of his best friends - in his 
second attempt to circumnavigate 
the world by balloon. It didn't take 
long. 

“We can’t delay the take-off, be- 
cause it's possible there will only be 
the one launch slot this year," be 
said, looking at the military air 
base where the balloon and three- 
man capsule were having their final 
tests yesterday. “Rory [McCarthy] 
is not very well, but otherwise every- 
thing couldn't be looking better." 

Mr McCarthy, 36, a businessman 
and amateur daredevil, was hoping 
to fly with Mr Branson, along with 
the professional balloonist Per Lin- 
strand, 47. But he has a bronchial 
infection which had not cleared up 
yesterday and was seeking medical 
advice on whether to go on the flight 
-which, if it succeeds, wQl break the 
last great aviation record. At the air 
base, he posed happily for photog- 
raphers. but a final decision was not 
Photograph: David Rose due until late evening. 


“If Roiy can't come now. mavbe 
he could next time round." said Mr 
Branson. “He is determined to 
come. If he feels he s up i 0 it. he win. 
But there's a risk to him because 
we’ll be so high, and the air so de 
pressurised, that it could damage his 

Meanwhile, the countdown began 
last night on Lhc desolate base, fus l 
outside Marrakesh, in southern 
Morocco, towards a take-off in the 
hours just after dawn today. Ground 
staff were poised to make the first 
of a series of irrevocable moves in- 
wards lift-off. by beginning the in- 
flation of the two-tonne canopy of 
the balloon with £100.000 worth of 
helium. That will take 12 hours.and 
once inflation has begun it cannot 
be slopped. 

There is only enough helium for 
one attempt. Getting enough for an- 
other inflation would lake at least 
a week. But a spokesman for Vir- 
gin, one of the principal sponsors, 
emphasised that the launch could be 
aborted at five minutes' notice if the 
weather conditions were unsuit- 
able, although Mr Branson's readi- 
ness to leave behind his team-mate 
indicates the determination he has 
to complete the trip this time. 


Fury over 
order not 
to search 
jail chiefs 


There are two reasons for that de- 
termination: first, two rival bal- 
looning teams - one in ihe US and 
■mother in Switzerland - are prepar- 
ing Tor an assault on the record. Sec- 
ondly. the weather conditions are- 
ideal, with a continuous jetstream 
- air travelling from west to east at 
about 3fi.000ft at speeds of up to 200 
mph -girdling the globe around the 
Tropic of Cancer. 

Almost exactly a year ago. Mr 
Branson waited here nearly a fort- 
night for the right conditions. But 
bad weather and unscasonal wind 
patterns, with a discontinuous jet- 
sLrcam, made a launch unfeasible. 

The journey will take at least [S 
days, crossing India and Japan at a 
height of 30.MJ0ft - as high as com- 
mercial airliners - and aiming in fin- 
i?*h in Britain. The crew will live in 
a capsule with just lOUsq ft of space, 
heated and powered by propane 
tanks attached to the outside, which 
will also heat a balloon inside the he- 
lium canopy to control their height. 

Despite seeming a little less bois- 
terous about the project than a vear 
^o. he said: -] really enjoy the'fuci 
that the day has finally come. We're 
going to have a great adventure." 

Leading article, page 13 


bn Burrell 

Prison chiefs were accused of 
“hypocrisy and double-stan- 
dards” yesterday when it em- 
erged that they had ordered 
staff not to search them when 
they entered prison gates. 

The order appears to direct- 
ly contradict claims by the 
prison service that eveiybodyis 
' searched when going into a 
prison - “even the Home Sec- 
retary”. 

The claim was made last 
month after complaints by pro- 
bation officers that they were 
being harrassed with intrusive 
physical searches when via ting 
jails to interview clients. 

The Independent has discov- 
ered, however, that prison gate 
staff have been told not 
to search any senior officials 
from prison service headquar- 
ters or even require them to 
pass through security X-ray 
equipment. 

A memo sent to the gate staff 
at HMF Birmingham, by Tbm 
Watson, the jail’s head of secu- 
rity, states: “The governing gov- 
ernor has instructed that senior 
prison service personnel (eg, di- 
rector-general, directors, mem- 
bers or he prisons board, area 
managers etc) will NOT be re- 
quired to pass through the 
X-ray portal when entering or 
leaving the prison.” 

The memo was sent out on 
27 November, only weeks be- 
fore Richard TBt, director-gen- 
eral of the prison service, 
claimed that no-one was al- 
lowed to be an exception to the 
rules on security. 

Staff at the jail said last night 
that prison officers had been 
reprimanded last Nov emb er 
after they insisted on searching 
Dai Curtis, a prisons area man- 
ager, and taking possession of 
his mobile telephone while he 

was in the jail. 

They said that Ann Widde- 
combe, the prisons minister, had 
been allowed to drive into the 
iafl in October without a search. 

Last nicht, Bev Lord, vice- 
chS^^thePrison.Ofets’ 

Association(POA), said: “This 


memo shows the astonishing 
double-standards of those run- 
ning the prison service. 

“By making themselves ex- 
ceptions to the rule, they are 
placing staff in an impossible po- 
sition and putting security at 
risk." 

She said staff at other jails 
were put under similar pressure 
to give special treatment to 
prison' management 
. An officer at Birmingham 
prison, said: “The staff here fed 
let down. Eveiybody should be 
searched and there should be no 
exceptions at all.” 

Harry Fletcher, deputy gen- 
eral secretary of the National 
Association of Probation Offi- 
cers, said* “This confirms that 
the searching is discriminatory. 

“The whole management 
hierarchy have made them- 
selves exempt It is highly hypo- 
critical." 

Later this week, NAPO’s 
lawyers will decide whether 
probation officers can sue the 
prison service for assault in re- 
lation to some of the most in- 
trusive searches. 

More than 70 probation staff 
have complained about the 
“rub-down 1 ’ searches by staff, 
which have included examina- 
tions of ears, mouths, hair, in- 
side legs, shoes, bras and 
waistbands. 

The Independent has also 
learned that no prison official 
is to be disciplined over the ear- { 
ly release fiasco last autumn ! 
when 541 prisoners were al- 
lowed out of jail early after 
a blunder in calculating their 
sentences. 

A letter by Mr Tilt, to David 
Evans, general secretary of the 
POA, states: “I have inter- 
viewed eight members of staff 
in connection with the issue ... 
the purpose of these interviews 
waste explore the lessons which 

could be learned for the future 
from these events." 

Mr TUt said that be had writ- 
ten to each of the eight, “draw- 
ing to their attention any 
shortfalls in their performance". 
He said that he would not be 
taking further action. 
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The Eurostar 
January Sale. 


31 December — 13 January 



Midweek Travel 
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Brussels was £59 now £49 


was £57 now £49 


Calais was £57 now £39 


Midweek Day Trips 

(Monday-Thursday, booking i4 days m advance) 


Paris 


was £69 now £59 


Brussels was £59 now £49 
Lille was £49 now £39 
Calais was £49 now £29 

Fares apply to tickets purchased 
31 December to 13 January iiiclusiee. 
Travel must be taken by 26th March. 
Subject to terms and availability. 
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Supreme Court grapples with debate that could rival abortion in intensity as elderly population grows 


US puts issue 


of euthanasia 


to the test 


Rupert Cornwell 

Washington 


The US Supreme Court this 
week directly grapples for the 
first time with a social issue that 
may soon rival abortion here in 
divisiveness and intensity of 
passion: the right of a doctor to 
help terminally ill patients end 
their own lives. 

Two appeals arc the focus of 
oral arguments before the nine 
high court justices tomorrow. 
They have teen brought by the 
states of Washington and New 
York, seeking to overturn rul- 
ings by local federal courts that 
their respective bans on doctor 
-assisted suicide violated pro- 
tections of individual freedom 
laid down by the 14th Amend- 
ment of the US Constitution. 

But the debate reaches far 
further, on to the most delicate 
terrain of medicine, law and 
ethics, in an age when the num- 
ber of elderly people is growing 
as inexorably as the cost of so- 
phisticated new treatments to 
prolong their lives. The court 
will rule some time this summer. 
Few such judgments have been 
as hard to predict in advance, 
and few as keenly awaited. 

The US does not compare 
with the Netherlands, where 
doctor-assisted suicide is toler- 
ated, or Australia's Northern 


Territory where euthanasia was 
legalised by a 1995 law. But over 
the last quarter century, it has 
been edging in that direction. 

In 1976, after a legal strug- 
gle which transfixed die coun- 
try, the parents of Karen Ann 
Quinlan were allowed to dis- 
connect their comatose daugh- 
ter's life support system. Fifteen 
years later the court endorsed 
a person's right to refuse med- 
ical treatment, a stop which con- 
tributed to today's widespread 
practice of “living wills” in 
which an individual stipulates 
that if be is incapcacitated by 
terminal illness, his life should 
not be artificially prolonged by 
high-tech (and often ruinously 
expensive) procedures. 

But, as the two states now in 
the front line insist, refusing 
treatment is one thing, the de- 
liberate administering of let ha l 
drugs or gases quite another. In- 
deed, 49 of the 50 states have 
laws specifically banning doctor- 
assisted suicide. 

That however has not de- 
terred the retired physician 
Jack Kevorkian, who during 
the 1990s has helped some 50 
mostly terminally il] patients 
take their lives. Dr Kevorkian, 
“Dr Death” to his foes but to 
at least as many a pioneering 
hero, has stood trial three limes 
for illegally assisting in suicide 



but juries on each occasion re- 
fused to convict him . 

On the other hand, a “friend 
of the court” letter, urging the 
nine justices to uphold the ban, 
was the last public act of Car- 
dinal Joseph Be mad in. Arch- 
bishop of Chicago, before his 
death last November. The es- 
tablishment of a new “right” to 
die “will endanger society and 
send a false signal that a less 
than 'perfect' life is not worth 
living”, wrote the universally re- 
spected leader of American 
Catholics. 

That remains the position of 
the religious community. This 
stand is moreover buttressed by 
a separate argument extending 
far beyond the Church, that a 
doctor's duty is to preserve life, 
not to conspire in ending iL 

Once granted that right, it is 
contended, it is a short and slip- 
pery slope to unscrupulous deb- 
tors actually encouraging 
people to die - and thence to a 
de facto process of Lriage, the 
killin g oft of patients considered 
too expensive or inconvenient 
to treat. 

Hence the debate which now 
rages, dividing even spokesmen 
for hospices, whose very business 
is the comfort and dignity of the 
dying. The wish to hasten death 
can be a “rational and compe- 
tent choice'*, says a “friend of the 
court” brief from the Coalition 
of Hospice Professionals. Not so, 
says the National Hospice As- 
sociation, life is not “all but end- 
ed” because of a terminal illness. 
“The stale has an interest in pre- 
serving life ” even in those cases. 

Such differences, almost cer- 
tainly, will be mirrored within 
the court. The avowedly con- 
servative Justices Clarence 
Thomas and Antonin Scalia 
can be expected to side with 
Washington and New York 
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Centre of attention: Dr Philip Nitschke with his ‘death machine' comprising laptop computer and lethal injection kit 


Photographs: AP 
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Second Australian exercises right to die j>2m p 


Robert Millikan 

Sydney 


states. All probably will hinge 
on the views of the three or four 
traditionally centrist justices, 
who in 1993 ruled against a chal- 
lenge to a woman's right to have 
an abortion. 


Fatal battle: Jack Kevorkian (left), assisted in suicides, and 
is known as Dr Death to his foes but is a hero to others 


The world's first law allowing volun- 
tary euthanasia came under renewed 
political pressure yesterday when itwas 
revealed that Janet Mills, a 5'2-year- 
old from South Australia, had (tilled 
herself last week, the second person 
to do so under the legislation in the 
last four months. 

“Peace at last," were Mrs Mills's last 
words to her husband who sat by her 
bedside in Darwin, in the Northern 
Territory, as she administered a lethal 
injection to herself using a comput- 
erised “death machine”. 

Also in attendance was Philip 
Nitschke, the controversial Darwin gen- 
eral practitioner known as “Doctor 
Death" over the machine he invent- 
ed that allowed Mrs Mills to choose 
her moment of death by pressing a but- 
ton that administered the injection. 

Dr Nitschke announced yesterday 


that Mrs Mills had died last Thursday, 
but that he had kept her death secret 
until now in deference to her family’ s 
wishes for their grief to remain private. 

Mrs Mills, who was suffering from 
cancer, travelled from her home to 
Darwin to take advantage of the ter- 
ritory's Rights of the Terminally HI Art 
which allows people with incurable con- 
ditions to die when they wish after re- 
ceiving consent from three specialist 
doctors, including a psychiatrist who 
must certify they were not clinically de- 
pressed when they made their request 

After getting the necessary signa- 
tures, Mrs Mills became the second 
terminally Ql person to use the law suc- 
cessfully since the Northern Territo- 
ry parliament passed it by a narrow 
margin last July. The first was Robert 
Dent, a father with incurable cancer, 
who induced a lethal injection to his 
body from another of Dr Nitschke's 
machines in September. 

But within minutes of yesterday’s 


news about Mrs Mills, a national de- 
bate re-ignited around Australia about 
the moral, legal and political status of 
the territory's law. The Australian 
Medical Association strongly oppos- 
es it, and has isolated Dr Nitschke. 

The federal parliament in Canber- 
ra. which has power to override ter- 
ritory legislation, is in the process of 
doing just that to the euthanasia law. 
The House of Representatives, the 
lower house of federal parliament, vot- 
ed by 88 votes to 35 last month to over- 
turn it, with MPs voting according to 
their consciences. 

The federal Bill must now go to the 
Senate, the upper house, where its pas- 
sage may be more stormy. Traditionally, 
the Senate is a chamber that represents 
states' rights. Australia's six state gov- 
ernments have condemned Canberra’s 
bid to stifle the euthanasia law, seeing 
it as an unwarranted interference in the 
regional governments’ powers to con- 
duct their own affairs. 
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‘Peace at last': Janet Mills, who was 
suffering from incurable skin cancer 




Anger at professor’s race claims 


Elizabeth Nash 

Madrid 





A neck injury can mean months 
of visits to a specialist for 
treatment And, if you're not 
adequately covered, it can also 
mean months of expensive bills. 

Some policies don't cover 
treatments like osteopathy and 
diiroprarti&And,m 
don’t give you fuU cover for 
basics Hie specialist consultations 
and surgeons’ fees. 

Primecare, from Prime Health 
offers an this cover and much 
more - at a price that’s equivalent 
to some companies’ budget 
schemes. On top of which, we're 


A new textbook that is required 
reading for university students 
of psychology in Madrid de- 
scribes blacks as “primitive and 
inferior to whites'* and Asians 
as “slow and stupid”. Outraged 
students have demanded the 


book be withdrawn and its au- 
thor penalised. 

The book, by Guillermo 
Quintana. Professor of Educa- 
tional Psychology at Com- 
plutense University, include 
the assertion that “Islam is in- 
ternally violent” and that the 
former Socialist leader Felipe 
Gonzalez is “paranoid”. Vie 


Psychology of Personality and its 
Disturbances is described in a 
prologue by Tbrcuato Luca de 
Tcna, scion of an influential pub- 
lishing family, as “a great work”. 
But its assertions are unsup- 
ported by evidence. 

"it was practically compul- 
sory to buy the book." says 
Raquel Jimeno, a student of 


Professor Quintana. “The Pro- 
fessor assured us that it con- 
tained the content of his classes, 
and those who couldn't attend 
would certainly pass his course 
just by reading it” 

The Rector of the universi- 
ty, Rafael Puyol, said he would 
deplore any racial shirs, though 
had not read the book. 
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“What’s really painful is not being 
covered by my health insurance.” 


Cali 0800 77 99 55 now, 

or fill in the coupon for a no-obligation quote. 


one of the few to offer a no- 


claims discount of up to 50%. 

Why not call us to see 
how your policy compares to 


Primecare? 
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• A minimum pre payment of £25 entitles you to £25 
of SwiftcalL talktime, penny for penny that's over 
4 hrs to the USA. 


You wouldn’t hold 
a cabinet 
meeting anywhere 
but number 10. 


• All you need is a tone phone, and you almost 
certainly already have one. You're not limited to just 
using your own phone either, use a mobile, pay 
phone, hotel phone, or even a friend's today! 


The Cabinet meets in the Cabinet Room. 



USA IDp 30p Hongkong 40p 69p S -Africa GOp £1.0? 

Doanwk 16p 36p Taiwan 40p £1.03 Nigeria 70p £1.31 

Australia ZOp 54p S. Korea 5Bp £1.08 Pakistan 80p £1.33 

Japan 30p 77p India GBp £1.33 Bangladesh 89p £1 33 


For information on hundreds oF other destinations and to open an account. 


CALL US NOW 


Captains ol Industry meet at the International 
Convention Centre, Birmingham. 

Other places are possible, but nowhere else 
would be quite right. 

The ICC has exactly what it takes - superb " 
facilities, outstanding qualitv service, ease of.- 
access and remarkable value for money 

J 

Make sun? you get as much for your next 
corporate conference, meeting or convention.' 
We’ll guarantee you a big vote of 

c CONVENTION 



confidence. Call 0121 200 2000 enmoWM 


The Ultimate Convention Centre 

International Convention Centre 
Broad Street Birmingham B1 2EA. 
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Last stand for East 
Berlin’s spymaster 


bnre Karacs 

Bonn 


In an airless room in the 
basement of Dusseldorf s court- 
house, the former East Ger- 
many’s spymaster is about to 
make his last stand against the 
capitalist state. 

Markus Wolf, the larger than 
life hero/vfllain widely thought 
to be the inspiration for John le 
CarriV Karla", goes on trial to- 
day, in the German authorities’ 
final attempt to bring their 
greatest adversary to justice. 

No longer is he accused of 
treason, a charge quashed by the 
Constitutional Court because 
Mr Wolf had quite evidently not 
betrayed his own country, the 
German Democratic Republic. 
Now prosecutors are trying to 
send him to prison for offences 
which are universally punishable 
by jail in East and West, even 
if they belonged to the secret- 
service repertoire. Mr Wolf, a 
dapper 73-year-old, is accused 
of abduction, coercion and 
causing grievous bodily harm. 

All the charges go back 
decades. In 1955 Mr Wolf is al- 
leged to have ordered the ab- 
duction of Christa Trapp, an 
interpreter working for the 
United States High Commission 
in West Berlin. Ms Trapp and 
her mother were spirited across 
rhe Wall in an attempt to force 
the daughter to work for the 
East German secret service, 
the StasL 

In 1962, the Stasi went after 
its own, a defector named Wal- 
ter Thrane, who had fled to 
Austria with his girlfriend. The 
couple were lured to a secret 
hide-out, allegedly belonging to 
Mr Wolf, where they were beat- 
en and smuggled back into East 
Germany via the then Czecho- 
slovakia. Thrane was jailed for 
more than 10 years, his girlfriend 
for three years and four months. 

The most bizarre case in- 
volves an East German type- 



Markus Wolf; Goes on trial 
in Dusseldorf today 

setter named Georg Angercr, 
whose misfortune was to haw 
known Wily Brandt, the future 
chancellor, during the Second 
World War. Angerer had 
worked as a Gestapo inter- 
preter in occupied Norway, 
where Brandt lived for a while 
in exile from Nazi Germany. 

In 1959 Mr Wolf ordered An- 
gerer’s arrest on trumped-up 
charges, and tried to extract a tes- 
timony portraying Brandt, at 
that time mayor of West Berlin, 
as a former Gestapo agent. The 
plot failed, and Angerer was free 
six months later, a broken man. 

The paths of Brand t and East 
Berlin's master spy were to cross 
a gain, culminating in a scandal 
that ended the Chancellor’s ca- 
reer. In 1974, the German secret 
service discovered one of Mr 
Wolfs top agents, Gunter Guil- 
laume, working, in Brandt's of- 
fice. He and his wife had been 
planted by Mr Wolf decades be- 
fore. Guillaume had climbed 
the Social Democrat ladder, and 
reached a position from which he 
could feea East Berlin with the 
Bonn government's secrets. 

The Guillaume affair and a 
siring of similar feats by Mr 
Wolfs agents exposed the West 
German authorities' incompe- 
tence. The spymaster became 
the most hated Ossie, or East 


Mulroney ‘is 
vindicated’ 


Hugh Winsor 

Ottawa 


Following an unprecedented 
apology from the Royal Cana- 
dian Mounted Police yesterday, 
lawyers for the former Conser- 
vative prime minister Brian 
Mulroney claimed that their 
client had been “completely 
vindicated” of all accusations 
that he had profited from kick- 
backs in connection with the 
purchase of 34 airliners from 
Airbus Industrie by Air Cana- 
da during his term of office. 

The apology and an agree- 
ment to pay the former prune 
minister’s legal expenses 
brought to an abrupt end what 
had been expected to be the 
most sensational libel trial in 
Canadian history. 

Mr Mulroney had launched 
a C$50m (£21m) libel suit 
against die Canadian govern- 
ment within hours of a leak in 
November 1995 that he and 3 
former political associate. Frank 
Moores, a onetime premier of 
Newfoundland, were targetsof 
an international criminal in- 
vestigation involving the 


C$1. 8bn purchase of the Airbus 
320s in 1988. 

Also targeted in the investi- 
gation was Mr Moores ’s busi- 
ness partner, Karlheinz 
Schreiber, a German-Canadian. 

The Mounues alleged that 
Mr Moores and Mr Schreiber 
had received illegal commis- 
sions from Airbus Industrie 
based on their influence with Mr 
Mulroney and at least CS5m of 
those commissions had been 
turned over to the former prime 
minister. 

The investigation became 
public when the contents of a 
letter from the Canadian De- 
partment of Justice to the Swiss 
government containing the al- 
legations appeared in a Toron- 
to business newspaper. 

The letter was seeking Swiss 
assistance to freeze and ex- 
amine Swiss bank accounts held 
by Mr Moores and Mr 
Schreiber. 

Protesting his total inno- 
cence. Mr Mulroney com- 
menced the civil proceeding? 
and used the power of subpoe- 
na to counter the criminal in- 
vestigation. 
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German, among Bonn's politi- 
cal class, a sentiment Mr Wolf 
says still lingers. 

“Since the Constitutional 
Court didn't play along, they're 
trying to make un example of 
me in a different way,” he told 
the weekly Der Spiegel. 

Mr Wolf, and his coterie of 
moles who will be in court to 
cheer him, speak of “political re- 
venge", orchestrated by Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl's 
government. Tb the superan- 
nuated Stasi agents. Mr Wolf s 
sole crime is that he happens to 
have done his job a lot better 
than his Western counterparts. 

“The trial is not fair." said 
Herbert KJoss. one of Mr Wolfs 
agents who spent two years and 
four months in jafl after the fall 
of the Berlin Ufa II. According to 
Mr Kloss, his former boss Is 3 
“fantastic man ... a reliable 
friend”. 

Mr Wolf “was convinced lhal 
democratic socialism was possi- 


ble" - a genuine mistake he dis- 
covered only too late. 

"Misha" - as he is known to 
his friends - is a German Jew 
who grew up in the Soviet Union 
in the Thirties and who came to 
believe that Communism pro- 
vided tbc only salvation for his 
country. He was head of the 
HVA, the Stosi’s foreign intelli- 
gence arm, for three decades, 
and lives in a modest flat in Ber- 
lin on a monthly pension of 
DM802 (£305), supplemented by 
fees for chat-show appearances. 

About a dozen of Mr Wolf s 
officers have been imprisoned 
since reunification, though he 
himself remains free on bail. 
Bringing other Stasi spies to tri- 
al is virtually impossible, because 
roosL of the evidence against 
them is in Mr Wolfs head. 

■'Western agencies have tried 
to buy his knowledge for millions 
of dollars." said Mr Trapp. “He 
told them: ‘I shall not betray my 
friends and former colleagues’." 



Cold War times: Markus Wolf (left) talking to the British double agent George Blake in a nhotouraDh taken an 
years ago and signed by Blake; the two former spies remain in touch pnotograpn taken 30 
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Even as his army wavers, Milosevic 
is determined to fight to the death 


significant shorts 


Andrew Gumbel 

in Belgrade on 
the desperate 
measures the 
President could 
take as his 
authority crumbles 

As the massive anti-govern- 
ment street protests in Serbia 
keep up their momentum and 
President Slobodan Milosevic 
shows little sign of giving in to 
the demonstrators' demands, 
one question hangs over the 
stand-offs: Will the President 
opt for the Tiananmen solution 
and clear the streets with tanks 
and guns? 

Up to now. few have believed 
he could resort to such a dras- 
tic solution, since it would spell 
the end of his relations with the 
outside world and turn Serbia 
into a pariah state with little 
prospect of economic viability. 
In the past few days, however, 
the question has taken on a new 
urgeacy. 

On Friday, Mr Milosevic 
made dear he was not inter- 
ested, at least for the moment, 
in recognising opposition vic- 
tories in last Novembers mu- 
nicipal elections. A letter sent 
in response to a damning report 
by the Organisation for Security 
and Co-operation in Europe 
made only the most grudging of 
concessions and denied the op- 
position its most significant 
prizes: control of Belgrade and 
Serbia's second city, Nis. 

That suggests that the Pres- 
ident and his cronies have de- 
cided to tough it out But the 
protests have continued apace, 
making a mockery of the au- 
thority of both the President and 
his police force, which has 
watched the Belgrade marches 
passively from the sidelines. 

Two weeks ago, the author- 
ities restricted demonstrations 
to a knot of pedestrian streets 
in the city centre and yesterday 
suggested that all 'protests 
might be banned from next 
Sunday. The opposition has 
urged its supporters to thwart 
the police by clogging up the 
streets with cars - something 
they did to great effect last Sun- 
day - and student demonstra- 
tors have announced they will 
maintain their protests around 



The uncertain guard: A demonstrator in Belgrade confronts Milosevic’s forces. Many of them may now be on her side 


Photograph: Reuters 


the clock from Thursday. 

Is the stage set for a show- 
down? “Milosevic will fight to 
the death and won’t hesitate to 
use force to defend himself," 
said Dragan Veselinov, an op- 
position leader and professor of 
political science at Belgrade 
University. “He is ready to 
close the borders and turn the 
country into a concentration 
camp. He doesn't care about the 
economic and cultural welfare 
of this country and be doesn't 
care about the international 
community. He will fight, even 
if it means he wfl] lose the fight." 

Professor Veselinov' s opinion 
is shared, reluctantly, by many 
intellectuals who see the Pres- 


ident as thriving on interna- 
tional isolation. The only thing 
holding him back, many believe, 
is a lack of money. Since the be- 
ginning of the crisis, diplomatic 
sources say, he has already 
been forced to withdraw capi- 
tal stashed in foreign banks to 
pay the police and placate 
public sector workers with some 
of their salary arrears. 

Another consideration must 
be the strength of his fire- 
power - the real uncertainty. 
When the opposition launched 
big protests in March 1991, he 
sent in tanks and quickly 
brought the country to order, 
but this time that is not an op- 
tion. The army has been worn 


down by the break-up of 
Yugoslavia, offended by the 
covert role it was asked to play 
in the war in Bosnia, and now 
deprived of the resources to pay 
its men or keep its equipment 
up to date. 

As a result, roughly half the 
standing army now with the 
demonstrators, and some units 
would be prepared to intervene 
against the government in the 
event of a crackdown. The only 
first rate troops Mr Milosevic 
could call upon are under the 
control of Arkan, the gangster 
commander held responsible for 
some of the worst atrocities of 
the war, and the radical na- 
tionalist leader Vojislav Seselj. 


But even their loyalty may be 
in doubt if the situation seems 
to be going the opposition's way 
-both have good reason not to 
antagonise a new ruling order 
and risk prosecution for their 
past activities. 

The resource Mr Milosevic 
will be counting on is the spe- 
cial police force he has been 
building up as his personal re- 
publican guard. Nobody knows 
how many of these police there 
are, but they are well paid, 
well equipped and answerable 
to nobody but the President. 
They even have the power to 
arrest soldiers. 

According to a major in the 
special air services, they have 


artillery rockets, tanks, ar- 
moured personnel carriers, anti- 
tank and anti-aircraft weapons. 
Since September, they have 
been trained as fighter pilots 
with helicopter guns hips. 

According to Professor 
Veselinov, any conflict would be 
short but brutal. “There would 
be a lot of murders, but the de- 
cisive question would be which 
side in the conflict the people 
considers to be the traitor," he 
said. And the best way to avoid 
an armed confrontation? “For 
the United Nations to send 
troops to protect Kosovo. That 
would be an unambiguous sig- 
nal that Milosevic is no longer 
the master of his own destiny." 


Australians 
disarm by 
the thousand 

Australians have handed in 
250,000 banned firearms 
under a buy-back scheme 
launched after the Port 
Arthur massacre in April, in 
which 35 people were killed 
by a lone gunman. The 
Attorney-General, Daryl 
Williams, said 254,790 
weapons, including 
self-loading rifles and 
pump-action shotguns, had 
been exchanged for almost 
AS 120m f£63m) since May. 

Reuter — Sydney 

Sex-scandal aide 
loses wife too 

The wife of the former US 
presidential adviser Dick 
Morris is to leave him, citing 
public pressure since he was 
accused of being a regular 
customer of a prostitute. 
Eileen McGann would not 
comment on whether divorce 
papers had been filed but 
verified that she is leaving 
her husband after 20 years. 
AP- Redding, Connecticut 

Imperial past 
safe at last 

After enduring winter's cold 
and summer's heat and 
humidity for centuries, relics 
from China’s former imperial 
palace are being moved into 
a modem storehouse. The 
underground building will 
house 700,000 relics from the 
Forbidden City. With dimate 
control and anti-fire systems, 
the facility is Chin a’s largest 
and most advanced, the 
Xinh ua agency said. 

AP - Peking 

BA winging 
back to Croatia 

British Airways is to resume 
flights to Zagreb, Croatia, 
saying success on other 
routes into Eastern Europe 
prompted its return after a 
15-year absence. The airline 
announced that it will use 
Boeing 737 jets on the 
six-days-a-week services 
between Gatwick and the 
Croatian capital, beginning 
on 20 January. AP -London 


‘Beqiefe Daily* 




in 


cn Bang Kong 

The People's Daily, official 
journal of China's 
Communist Party, wfl] launch 
a southern Chin a edition in 
time for Hong Kong’s 
handover to China, Hong 
Kong radio said Tie 
newspaper will start 
publishing on 1 July, the day 
China recovers sovereignty 
over the British colony. 

AP- Hong Kong 

French accent 
on Internet 

Defenders of the French 
language urged a court to 
extend France's laws into 
cyberspace by banning the 
French campus of an US 
university from using only 
English on an Internet site. 
The court beard a challenge 
by two private groups against 
a site set up by the French 
campus of the Georgia 
Institute of Tfechnology. The 
court will rule on the case 
next month. Reuter - Paris 

Sweden prince 
of hearts dies 

Sweden's Prince Bertil, 
whose clandestine 
33-year romance with a 
divorced British actress 
touched hearts across the 
world wifi be buried after a 
state funeral on 13 January, 
the court announced He 
died in his sleep on Sunday, 
aged S4. Prince Bertil never 
revealed his love for T.ilian 
Craig for fear of jeopardising 
the monarchy. She moved to 
his house in a Stockholm 
suburb, but never escorted 
him on official duties. Ms 
Craig, who survives the 
prince, never had children. 
Reuter - Stockholm 


LA lore of an 
old radical 

Tom Hayden, the 1960s 
radical who has served 14 
years as a California state 
legislator, is to run against 
the Republican Mayor, 
Richard Riordan, to “make 
Los Angeles a more livable 
city"..4P - Los Angeles 
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□I Travel Tips: Tips & Secrets from a seasoned 
traveller, save money, save time, and avoid 
the hassles of travelling. 68.96 £425 


□ Thyroid H an dbook: Covers all aspects of 
thyroid disorder, from its prevention to the wide 
ranging treatments available. 6&£5 £4*80 


Q Psoriasis Handbook: What causes 
psoriasis? How can it be treated? This book 
answers all your questions. 6 10 .85 £435 


G I n c onti n e nce Hamlboolc This self-help 
guide answers all your questions. 6 U . 8 B £4J85 


□ Colonic h rlg a Bon: Film stars swear by it 
Find out about this extremely popular and bene- 
ricial form of body-deansing. £&85 £480 


□ How to Make Money Writing Short 

Paragraphs Says what it means and means 
what it says -you really can earn more per word 
than many famous authors. 64feQ8 £490 

□ Wear Handboolc Ulcers can be painful 

and irritating. We show you ways to beat the 
pain and treat those deers. 8&£8 £485 

Q Health EneyrAo pnerfre: An A to Zaf family 
health. The ideal reference book to have at your 
disposal. Expertly written and well presented. 
Hard back edition. 6^85 £9.95 


□ Tradffiooal Health RamSes: This eye 

opening book will show you the hidden benefits 
of a wide variety of traditional, time tested 
and proven remedies. 6j4jj§ £455 

□ Travel ftee - A Handbook of Tkavd Tips 

Here's how to get upgraded bights, discounted 
tickets, travel bee. stay in top hotels at 40% 
off. get 30% off the price of a cruise and 
hundreds of other travel tips. 6&85 £4^5 

□ How to WMte Your Own Mflb Makesure 
your possessions and savings are distributed the 
way you want not the way the courts decide 

for the lac* of a wilL 69*6 £490 

□ Earn £180 aDgyW iftiug. This man did it 

and he reckons anyone can do the same. A good 
read and a perfectly achievable target This book 
proves that it's not just a dream. ggjO £5*80 

□ Boost Your MetaboBsra: This course will 

make you feel fitter, healthier, slimmer and mote 
confident aboutyour body. 644.85 £5^5 

□ Your Talki n g Cat: A detailed guide on 
how to talk to your cat including tlx 19 meows 
and what they mean. Over 63.000 copies 

sold to data 6848 £480 

□ Bailies Babies, Yota- Amazing Baby: 

Another of those question and answer books. 

A great gift for new parents and doting grand- 
parents as well as anyone else interested in 
babies. All the facts in one book. 6 &S 8 £485 

□ Yoo- lairing Dog Now you can ready talk 
to 'man's best friend' and get an answer you 
can understand- definitely me for all 

dog lovers everywhere! 6 t *»86 £4Jg> 

Q Hie Computer Auction Handbook: How 

I to buy or sell computers at auction -a business 
^ opportunity for the 90s! €845 £485 


□ The 100 Best Classics at a Chance: 

The one hundred greatest classics ever 
written, now at the rate of one book per 
page. Instant culture! 69^8 £4g5 

Q Uke Voorsetf and Others Will loo: Any 

psychotherapist will tell you this is the key to 
getringon. But it's easier said than done - 
hence the need for this very sympathetic 
and helpful book. fej4*96 SBJBS 

□ Body Power: Or how to use the full power 

of your bod/s internal mechanisms to give a 
healthier, longer, more futfifed fife. Leather 
styled, hard back edition. 63&#6 £9J5 

□ Complete Homo Doctor: Dr Vernon 

Coleman tells you his secret home health 
remedies. Hard back edition. 63&85 £9J95 

LI tfigb Stood Pressure: Advice on wh3tto 
do (and what not to do) to reduce the risks 
associated with this condition. 844.68 B4.9S 

□ Mdse New Friends: Reveals the simple 
techniques that can be used by anyone to 
become more popular. Reduced. 68^86 £4J55 

□ OverTlie Counter Medfcfaoc This book 

simply shows you the medicines you should be 
asking for over the counter. faftgg £435 

□ Asthma Handbook: Take control of your 

asthma so that it no longer interferes with your 
fife. Learn what you can do. 69=88 £4BO 

Q Grow Hah in 12 Weeks The natural 
way to combat that hair- loss. 6845 £480 


Q Eczema Handbook: This self help hand- 
book covers everything you can do to 
make living with eczema easier. 6865 £485 


□ In di ge s t io n Handbook: Everything you 
need to know about how to treat and avoid 
digestive disorders. 6 14 t 8 5 £580 


□ Meno pau se Handboolc Makes this time 
of life easier by explaining the changes and 
problems that may occur. 6 4 6- 08 £495 


□ Heafingleas: An A-Z guide of health prob- 
lems and the healing teas used over centuries 
to treat them. 6(8988 £485 


□ Health Over 40: Middle age doesn’t have 
to be a problem if you know how to cope with it 
Hard back edition. Top seller. 6 1 8 86 £995 


□ LOtfe Known Health Coras: The title 
explains it all. Compiled by experts covering all 
offoda/s health problems. 610.06 £585 


□ Unde ralamlu i g hfart lB y: This sensitive 
subject is treated in a down to earth style, 
including how to treat yourself. 6888 £480 


□ ReBef Without Drags One of the most 
important books on relaxation and self help ever 
wut ten. An absolute must. &U 88 £585 


□ House BsHriing for PrafB: From setting 
up your business, to finding a plot and marit- 
etmg. All you need to know. 66858 £995 


□ Stop Smoking Cassette: With a tittle wdT- 
power you really can kick the habit This cassette 
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Japanese unable to stop massive oil slick heading for coast 


Tokyo ( AP) — Gale-force winds and 
nigh waves kept Japanese clean-up 
S -R S f . way yesterday as a major oil 
spill from a sunken Russian tanker 
□lew closer to Japan's coast. 

. Late yesterday, the eastern tip of 
the 95 0.000- gall on spill was about 
14 miles from the city of Fukui, 190 

miles west of Tokyo. 

Earlier in the day, it had been 


reported 25 miles away in the Sea of 
Japan. But for much of yesterday, the 
gale blew the oil east-northeast 
against the current off the Noto 
Peninsula, at an average of about 
lmph. 

Depending on shifts in wind and 
current, the slick could reach coastal 
fisheries and the shoreline by 
tomorrow or Thursday, said Shinji 


Sato, a regional spokesman for the 
Maritime Safety Agency. 

The tanker Nakhodka, bound for 
Russia's Kamchatka Peninsula, was 
carrying about 5 million gallons of 
fuel' oil when it broke in two last 
Thursday, about 90 miles off Japan's 
western coast. 

The size of the spm so far is a frac- 
tion of the 11 million gallon spill from 


the tanker Exxon Valdez in Alaska in 
1989. Damages totalling some £30m 
were paid in that case. 

Rough weather continued last 
night, but was expected to moderate 
tomorrow, pie coastguard said oil 
may remain in the bow section of the 
ship, which was floating at the east- 
ern edge of the slick near Fukui, but 
most of it went down with Lhe other 


portion. The captain of the tanker 
was stm missing but the other 31 crew 
members were rescued unhurt. The 
cause of the accident remains 
unclear. 

The sinking has worsened an en- 
ergy crisis in the Russian Far East. 
With existing fuel stocks projected 
to run out next Sunday, regional of- 
ficials imposed fuel conservation 


measures on Saturday, the Interfax 
news agency reported. 

It said the main town on the 
Kamchatka Peninsula. 

Petropavlovsk-Kamchatsky. would 
have six hours of electricity cuts a day 
to save power, and surrounding re- 
gions would also be affected. Russia's 
Prime Minister. Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin, pledged yesterday to keep 


heal and electricity from running om 
entirely in the fuel-starved region. 

The spill was the second largest 
from a tanker off Japan since lhe 
Second World War. according to 
coastguard records. The largest 
occurred near the port of Niigata. 
loO miles north-west of Tokyo, on 
30 November 1971. when nearly 
2 million gallons of oil spilled. 



US envoy tries 
again to seal 
deal on Hebron 


C.\ \ 


Last supper: Prisoners at Gikongo jail in Kigali prepare food for the 5,000 inmates detained in the complex, many of whom are facing prosecution in Rwanda's first 
genocide trials over the killing of 800,000 Tutsis and moderate Hutus in 1994. If convicted they face the death penalty Photograph: Peter Andrews^ euter 


France steps 
up fight against 
rebels in Africa 






David Silverman 

Reuter 

Bethlehem — United Slates en- 
voy Dennis Ross met Palestin- 
ian President Yasser Arafat in 
self-ruled Bethlehem yester- 
day to try again to forge a deal 
on an Israeli army handover of 
pan of the West Bank town of 
Hebron. 

Mr Ross was making an in- 
tense effort (o close gaps be- 
tween Mr Arafat and Israel on 
Hebron. The Palestinian leader 
was due to meet Prime Minis- 
ter Benjamin Netanyahu's ne- 
gotiator. Yitzhak Molho, later 
in the day. 

Israeli and Palestinian officials 
both said there could be an 
AraJat-Netanvahu summit later, 
although none was scheduled. 
Palestinians said a summit to 
clinch a deal could lake place in 
Beit Shour outside Bethlehem. 

Officials on hoth sides said 
they had agreed on increasing 
the number of international 
observers to be posted in He- 
bron after the Israeli redeploy- 
ment. But the officials said they 
still had to sign that deal. 

The Palestinian negotiator, 
Saeb Erckat, said he and Israeli 
officials, meeting in Jericho, 




agreed to increase the number 
of observers in Hebron to 210 
from 30 once Israel hands over 
80 per cent of the town to 
Palestinian self-rule. 

“We reached agreement ba- 
sically on all the points and now 
the agreements go to those in 
charge on each side. It's hard to 
estimate when it will be signed." 
an Israeli foreign ministry 
spokesman said. 

Under the agreement 1 SO 
peace-keepers from Denmark. 
Italy, Norway. Sweden. Switzer- 
land and Turkey would join 30 
Norwegian observers already 
stationed in the town. 

Hebron, burial place of the 
biblical Abraham and home to 
IUO.UUO Palestinians and 400 
Jewish settlers, has been a Hash- 
point of Jewish- Arab violence. 

Security issues and other 
concerns over the last 10 
months have delayed the Israeli 
handover. 

“We have made u lot of 
progress. There is not a lot that 
separates lhe parties but (here 
is not an agreement yet and we 
don't have an agreement until 
everything is resolved. And 
everything is not resolved." Mr 
Ross said after meeting Mr 
Netanvahu. 


Thousands of cases of lung disease are v 

caused each year by people breathing -A] \ 


Mary Dejevsky 

Paris 

The simmering debate about 
French military involvement in 
central .Africa boiled up with a 
vengeance yesterday after 
French troops were said to have 
followed up a massive reprisal 
operation in the Central African 
Republic with an airlift of more 
than 1,000 troops into northern 
Zaire. The purpose of the air- 
lift was said to be to help the 
Zairean army against rebel 
forces occupying the north and 
east of lhe country. 

As government oflicials in 
Paris furiously denied all in- 
volvement in Zaire but de- 
fended Sunday's operation in 
the Central African Republic, 
the leader uf the Socialist op- 
position, Lionel Jospin, ques- 
tioned the accountability of 
those running France's military 
operations in .Africa. Mean- 
while. the usually pro-govern- 
ment newspaper, Le Figaro, 
published u critical editorial 
denouncing the rationale behind 
France's military presence in 
Africa as rooted in the past. 

Early yesterday morning, 
rebel leaders in the town of 
Coma in western Zaire re- 
ported the arrival of a lai-ge con- 
tingent of French iroops in the 
area of Kisangani in northern 
Zaire. Like Goma, Kisangani 
Ls currently held by rebels. Fol- 
lowing the advances they made 


ADVERTISEMENT 

Ginger & Impotence 

free report 

A new study claims that a reg- 
ular intake of ginger can bring 
significant relief to people suf- 
ferine from impotence. Taken 
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during the refugee crisis 
on the Zaire- Rwanda border 
last year. 

The reports said another 2- 
3,000 foreign troops were also 
in the region, mostly merce- 
naries from Angola and South 
.Africa. The French troops were 
said to have up to Tour Antonov 
military transport aircraft. 14 
tanks, three helicopters and 
three fighter planes. 

The reports were vehement- 
ly denied bv the French defence 
ministry - which said there 
were only five French gen- 
darmes in the whole of Zaire 
and the military attache. 

Similar denials followed from 
the foreign ministry. The Zaire- 
an military attache in Paris. 
Colonel Eyongo, said chat “any- 
one who makes these allega- 
tions must be a little mad". The 
South African organisation 


named by rebels In Goma as 
having sent the mercenaries - 
Executive Outcomes -also de- 
nied involvement. 

The proximity of Kisangani 
to Bangui, capital of the Cen- 
tral African Republic, where 
French reinforcements had re- 
cently arrived to carry out Sun- 
day's reprisal operation, how- 
ever, suggested both how such 
an operation could have been 
mounted and how the Zairean 
rebels might have believed 
it possible. 

The new head of the Zaire- 
an army, appointed after the re- 
turn from France of President 
Mobutu two weeks ago, had 
sworn to recover rebel- held re- 
gions. France, moreover, is lick- 
ing its diplomatic wounds after 
failing to muster an interna- 
tional force to mount a human- 
itarian operation in eastern 
Zaire last November. After this 
defeat. President Chirac said 
that the days of French inter- 
vention in Africa were over. 

To critics, however, the mil- 
itary operation mounted by j 
French troops in Bangui on 
Sunday, looked exactly like old- i 
style French colonial interven- , 
non. 

According to Le Ftgaro, h was I 
coordinated closely with the 
Elysie. It may have even been 
intended partly to counter the 
growing image of French im- 
potence in its former African 
fiefdoms. 
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Ifi : dust, fumes and other dangerous 
substances at work. 

Their whole lives could be ruined. 
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to make sure your workers' health and 
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Sir James Comyn 


T 


The IRA unit that in May 1981 
fire-bombed the Irish home of 
Sir James Comyn in the hope 
of striking another blow against 
British imperialism could hard- 
ly have found a more inappro- 
priate target. Comyn, the son of 
a nationalist barrister from 
County Clare, was the least 
imperious of judges - British or 
Irish — and he had a natural sym- 
pathy for the underdog. Som- 
erset Maugham's suggestion 
that judges, as a reminder of 
their humanity, should come on 
to the bench bearing a toilet-roll 
rather than a nosegay would 
have been lost on him. 

His father, another James, 
and an uncle, Michael, were 
barristers and were political 
and legal advisers to Eamon de 
\felera. It was Michael Comyn 
K.C who defended the English- 
born republican Erskine 
Childers and who had to advise 
the Court of Appeal in Dublin 



Comyn: summing it up 


that his client had been executed 
while the appeal was pending. 

The Comyn home. Beau- 
field House, in Stillorgan, Co 
Dublin, was one of the “safe 
bouses*’ used by de Valera dur- 


ing the civil war. But. just be- 
fore de Valera gained political 
power in 1932. he and the 
Comyn brothers had an ir- 
reparable falling-out. The con- 
sequences for their legal 
practices were severe and it was 
decided that the young James, 
who wanted to become a 
lawyer, might have a brighter fu- 
ture on the other side of the 
Irish Sea. 

He arrived at the Oratory 
School in Birmingham shortly 
after his 12th birthday and thus 
began an association with the 
school and the Oratorians 
which continued until his death. 
After school there followed a 
six-month stint as a trainee 
journalist on the Irish Times un- 
der the formidable editor R.M. 
Smytlie. After a joke concern- 
ing the matrimonial status of a 
distinguished ecclesiastic which 
he added to an obituary notice 
found its way into print he was 


banished to the raring depan- 
men t and decided to abandon 
journalism. 

He entered New College, 
Oxford, at 17 and in 1940 de- 
feated Roy Jenkins to become 
President of the Oxford Union. 
He worked briefly at the BBC 
until his call to the Bar at the 
Inner Temple in 1942. 

In Summing It Up: memoirs 
of an Irishman at law in England 
(1991). he wrote affectionate- 
ly and well of his early years as 
an impoverished young barris- 
ter doing the rounds of the mag- 
istrates and county courts and 
attempting to make ends meet 
by giving night classes in bank- 
ing (of which he knew nothing) 
to ambitious young clerks. One 
of his early successes was tinged 
with trepidation as he had won 
a suit for negligence against the 
bank which was providing his 
much-needed overdraft 

He was fortunate in getting 


a pupillage and later a place in 
chambers with Edward Holroyd 
Pearse KC (later Lord Pearse). 
to whose friendship and guid- 
ance he attributed most of Ins 
later success. In dedicating one 
of his books to his former mas- 
ter. he used Goldsmith's phrase: 
“An abridgement of all that is 
pleasant in man.*’ 

His tremendous powers as an 
advocate were soon recognised 
and in his heyday it was regu- 
larly said of him that “Jimmy 
Comyn can take the stink out 
of the worst of cases." 

One of his most spectacular 
successes was in winning libel 
damages for the former safe- 
blower and jail-escaper Alfie 
Hinds against a detective chief 
inspector of Scotland Yard and 
Reynolds’s News. Hinds bad 
been given 12 years by Lord 
Goddard for a West End safe- 
blowing, which be always denied 
being involved with. In an effort 


to prove his innocence he 
escaped three times from 
prison and once from the Law- 
Courts. 

When in 1964 Det Ch Supt 
Herbert Sparks published his 
memoirs he said that Hinds was 
indeed guilty and should take 
his punishment like a man. The 
subsequent action for defama- 
tion provided a “trial within a 
trial" and Comyn, who believed 
passionately that Hinds had 
given up crime and was at- 
tempting to go straight, con- 
vinced the jury that funds had 
been framed. He opened the 
case to the jury by saying, “This 
man Hinds is innocent - and Mr 
Sparks knows it" The trial 
judge, Mr Justice Edmund 
Davies, said in his summing-up: 
“If these words be Lrue, then 
the}' are the most terrible I have 
heard in 30 years at the law." 
Hinds was awarded £1,500 dam- 
ages and the Home Secretary 


Andre Franquin 


“The father of Gaston Lagaffe 
is dead!" " Franquin ’s last 
gaffe!" These were two of the 
huge headlines splashed across 
the front pages of yesterday's 
French press. The great Belgian 
cartoonist and humorist Andre 
Franquin. whose books sold 
by the million, an entertainer 
beloved of both young and old, 
had finally succumbed to a sick 
heart and chronic depression. 

For this zany storyteller was 
a man haunted by sinister an- 
guish. that he tried in vain to 
counter by laughing at his idees 
noims (“dark thoughts" or “the 
glums") in a stream of surreal- 
ist fantasy. Belgium is Europe's 
most original country, its weird 
enchantments recently most 
convincingly portrayed in Alex 
van Warmeraara's films and 
the Belgian television docu- 
mentaries Strip Tease, all mag- 
nificent tributes to the beautiful 
strangeness of Belgian life, in 
which geniuses like Paul Del- 
vaux and Rene Magritte, as well 
as the Cobra group, found so 
much of their visual and liter- 
ary inspiration. Andre Franquin 
belongs with them. 

He was bora in the fairytale 
city of Brussels. His was a re- 
spectable bourgeois family - 
always a fruitful breeding- 
ground for nonconformists and 
subversives. His staid lather, 
who worked in a bank, intend- 
ed his son to be an agronomic 
engineer, the sort of career 
that Andre’s cartoon stories 
were to satirise and mock. He 
attended the same school in 
Ixelles as his friend Herge, the 
father of immortal Tintin. He 
was later to say of Franquin: 
“He's a great artist, beside 
whom Fra only a wretched 
draughtsman." 

Herge’s drawing was neat 
and clean, his scenarios wordy. 
But Franquin s line was thick, 
bold, vivid and always extreme 
in its comic distortions. Among 
other fellow cartoonists of the 
Charleroi school like Morris, 
creaLor of Lucky Luke, and 


In his declining years, Harry 
Helmsley would make headlines 
for the wrong reasons: as the 
failing husband of a domineer- 
ing wife, charged along with her 
for tax fraud. only to be deemed 
at the age of SO mentally unfit 
to stand trial. But for half a cen- 
tury. from the laie 1930s. he was 
arguably the very symbol of the 
property business in Manhattan, 
monarch of an empire that 
at its height was worth $5bn, 
perhaps more. 

As with so many property 
magnates, his fortune was en- 
tirely self-made. Harry Hclms- 
ley took his first job at the age 
of 16, as a $12-a-weck office boy 
in a property management com- 
pany. Thereafter'he became 
rent collector, broker and in- 
vestor in a small real estate ven- 



Van Zandt: ‘Rancho and Unity' 


Birthdays 

Dr Tim Black, chief executive, Marie 
Slopes Internationa!, 59: Mr Alan 
Butcher, cricketer, 45; Miss Hazel 
Counsel!, circuit judge, 66: Mr 
Hunter Davies, author and broad- 
caster, 61 : Mr Tony Etlion, founder 
and chairman. Tune Out Croup. 50: 
Sir Peter Graham QC. former First 



Robert Velter, the originator of 
Spirou, Franquin soon stood out 
as the leading talent. 

They ail worked at the CBA 
Studio in Brussels and when 
that folded moved to the pub- 
lisher of comic books, Dupuis, 
in Charleroi - another en- 
trancing Belgian city, the setting 
for some of Simenon's finest 
books. They contributed to the 
weekly comic Spirou, and in 
1946 Franquin was commis- 
sioned to take over the charac- 
ter who gave his name to the 
comic, and in which we follow 
his hilarious misadventures as 
an incompetent page at the 
Hotel Moustic. It was all wild- 
ly funny, and a great hit in both 
Belgium and France. 

Franquin ’s first original cre- 
ation was a black-sported ani- 
mal with a face somewhat like 
a gentle tiger’s, but with an ab- 
normally long tail that could be 
used as a powerful weapon. He 
called it MaisupQami, and it 
greeted an astonished then ut- 
terly delighted public in 1952. 
Disney made an animated ver- 
sion in 1992, buL as might be ex- 
pected the bland treatment of 
his creature did not meet with 
its maker’s approval. 

Marsupilamfs speech was 
mainly onomatopoeic, like the 
exclamation “Houba!” that 
Franquin .copied from the jazz 
trumpeter Dizzy Gillespie: he 
would use it between solos to 
help him get his puff, and it can 
be heard oa “live” recordings. 
The creature proved an endur- 
ing success. His frenzied con- 
tortions were copied from 
Brussels tram drivers who had 
to take money, give change, 
punch tickets, ring starting bells 
and dose doors, ail at top speed 

In 1955, Franquin created a 
typical couple, Modeste and 
Pompon, whose dinky home is 
a museum of 1950s popular arts 
and crafts. Their friends and re- 
lations are gently but pitilessly 
satirised. 

But it was in 1957 that Fran- 
quin gave birth to bis most cul- 


ture, which in 1938 he bought 
out. Thus was born Helrasley- 
S pears, presided over hv Helm- 
si ev in person from a 53rd-floor 
Manhattan office, decorated 
with models of its most famous 
asset, the Empire State Build- 
ing (bought in 1961 for a then 
record $65m), and hundreds of 
red folders detailing the pro- 
gress of his various investments. 

In his prime. Helmsley tow- 
ered over New York’s real es- 
tate business just as the Empire 
State Building dominated mid- 
town Manhattan. Few were 
quicker to see how a building’s 
potential value could be re- 
alised. Mortgage lenders trust- 
ed him completely. If Harry 
Helmsley said a deal was sound 
the unwritten rule was, finance 
would be forthcoming, no ques- 


Townes Van Zandt was one of 
the true poets of the world of 
country music. 

Steve Earle, no slouch in the 
songwriting department himself, 
once said of him: “Townes Van 
Zandt is the best songwriter in 
die whole world, and 1*11 stand 
on Bob Dylan's coffee table in 
my cowboy boots and say that." 
Mickey Newbury, another fine 
Music City songwriter con- 
curred: “He writes like Hank 
Williams probably would have 
written, but I teU ya, I think 
Townes is better. *1 consider 
him in the same category as 
Dylan and McCartney." 


Parliamentary Counsel. 63; Mr Sm- 
art Hampson. chairman. John Lewis 
Partnership. 50: The Right Rev 
Christopher Herbert, Bishop of St Al- 
bans. 52: Mr Ian La Frenais, screen- 
writer and producer. 60; Mr Malcolm 
MacDonald, footballer and manag- 
er, 47; Miss Maureen MacGlashan. 
ambassador to the Holy See. 59; The 


ebrated character. Gaston La- 
gaffe, the last part of whose sur- 
name tells us what kind of 
scrapes he gets into. Indeed, he 
is always committing gaffes. 
He is a Belgian equivalent of the 
boy in Mad cartoons, but infi- 
nitely more subtle and inventive 
in his madness, and his ears are 
more outstanding, while his 
potato nose covers almost his 
whole face, and bis ragged 
clothes are a sight to be seen. 
On his feet are a huge pair of 
disintegrating espadrilles. He is 
one of the ninth art's most 
endearing characters. 

Gaston has some of the qual- 
ities of his maker, just as the 
name “Modeste” describes 
Franquin’sown inoffensive and 
retiring nature. For Gaston is a 
gentle subversive, an anarchist 
whose plans to improve society 
go comically wrong. In a set of 
inspired gags, Franquin shows 
him inventing machines of no 
use to anyone, like the one for 
making smoke-rings for non- 
smokers. But he is on the side 
of the angels, as Franquin was: 
witness his posters and cards 
created for the benefit of 
Amnesty International, Unicef 
and Friends of the Earth. Gas- 
ton was a hippy before bis time. 
The last volume of his antics ap- 
peared in December 1996, and 
sales have already reached one 
million. 

like Gaston, Franquin loved 
sleeping, but in recent years his 
dreams became painful in their 
hectic horror. He published 
black-and-white cartoons illus- 
trating his idees noues and his 
tormented dreams. 

Now Andre Franquin has 
entered that demented darkness 
he inhabited all his life, with a 
smile, a joke, and a host of com- 
ic cartoon immortals to keep 
him eternal company. 

James Kirknp 
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.Andre Franquin, cartoonist bom 
Brussels 3 January 1924; died 
Saint-Laurent-du-l ar, Midi 5 
January 1997. 




A hippy before his time: Frsnquin's character Gaston Lagaffe Immortalised hi a Brussels statue 


Harry Helmsley 


tioos asked. Not least of bis 
qualities was patience, and faith 
in the passage of time. Others 
would bail out in severe market 
downturns, but, famously, not 
Harry Helmsley. He bought to 
hold. Though married twice 
(first to Eve Ella Green whom 
he divorced in 1971) he had 
no children. “My properties 
are my children," he would tell 
interviewers. 

The final decade of his life 
was a postscript unworthy of the 
man. In fading health, he was 
overshadowed by his ambitious, 
self-promoting second wife 
Leona, a former model and real 
estate saleswoman, whom be 
married in 1972. In 1988. the 
couple were charged with tax 
fraud, for buying expensive fur- 
nishings for their Connecticut 


mansion and then deducting 
them as business espenses for 
the Helmsley hotel chain. Be- 
cause of lost memory and di- 
minished powers of reasoning, 
he was spared the shame of 
court Leona however was con- 
victed and given a four-year jail 
term. Thereafter many proper- 
ties were sold off, and a year 
before his death, Forbes maga- 
zine put Hany Helmsley 's net 
wealth at $1.7bn. 

Embroiled in a feud with ihe 
rival developer Donald Trump, 
and in lawsuits with her hus- 
band's former business partners, 
Leona may soon lose control of 
Helmsley-S pears, the manage- 
ment company at the heart of 
the Helmsley business. As well 
as the Empire State Building, it 
embraces the Lincoln Building 


on 42nd Street, the Flatiron and 
Toy Center buildings on Fifth 
Avenue and other properties 
representing over 30 million 
square feet of office space, res- 
idential and industrial devel- 
opments and, of course, the 
Helmsley Hotel chain. Their fu- 
ture may be uncertain - but not 
Harry Helmsley’s place in the 
history of New York real estate, 
in an era before computers 
and modern management 
sciences, when instinct was all. 


Rupert Cornwell 


Harry Bmkmann Hcbnsley. prop- 
erty developer bom New York 
City 4 March 1909; married 
1938 Eve Elia Green (marriage 
dissolved 1971). 1972 Leona 
Rosenthal; died Scottsdale, 
Arizona 4 January 1997. 



Helmsley: net weaftti of $L7bn 


Townes Van Zandt 


Van Zandt’s best-known 
song, the one that he was apt to 
introduce at live performances 
as “a medley of my greatest hit", 
is “Pancho and Lefty”. Enig- 
matic and atmospheric, it re- 
mains one of the most discussed 
country tunes of the past 30 
years and has been subject to a 
variety of interpretations. The 
writer himself, for example, re- 
called, “I remember thinking 
while writing ‘Pancho and Lefty" 
that it was not about Pancho Vil- 
la. So many people feel that it 
is, however, that it might be." 

In 1983 Willie Nelson and 
Merle Haggard took “Pancho 


and Lefty" to the top of the 
country charts, having virtual- 
ly stumbled upon it when 
Willie's daughter Lana brought 
a copy of the Emmyiou Harris 
album Luxury Liner , which fea- 
tured the song, into the studio. 
The resulting duet was magic 
and it served as the tide track 
for a subsequent album. Initial 
pressings of what was later 
named Album of the Year by 
the Country Music Associa- 
tion, were inadvertently la- 
belled “Poncho and Lefty" 
rather than “Pancho and Lefty". 
Besides being a collector's 
items, these long-players may 


partly explain why the song is 
now so often raistitied. 

The scion of one of Fort 
Worth's most influential fami- 
lies, Townes Van Zandt readi- 
ly absorbed the diverse musical 
sounds that filled the region's 
airwaves, from the western 
wing of Bob Wills to the rock 
V roll of EMs Presley and was 
particularly, and most tellingly, 
drawn to the great Texas 
bluesman and storyteller Sam 
“Ughtnin’ ” Hopkins. 

He learned to play guitar by 
listening to records and, fol- 
lowing a brief period in the 
Peace” Corps, moved to Hous- 


ton where he played in bars and 
dubs and began to establish a 
local reputation. His first album. 
For the Sake of a Song, surfaced 
on the local Tomato label in 
1%8 and not only cemented 
that reputation but brought 
him to national attention. His 
sophomore effort Our Mother 


the Mountain (1969) was pro- 
duced by the legendarv “Cow- 


duced by the legendary “Cow- 
boy" Jack Clement of Sun 
Records fame. 

Nineteen seventy-two saw 
the release of his seminal Higfu 
Low and In Between which fea- 
tured nor only “Pancho and 
Leftv” but also "If I Needed 


Viscount of Oxfuird. a Deputy 
Speaker, House cf Lords. S3: Sir John 
Page, former chairman. National 
Ports Council, 82; Professor Keble 
Sykes, Emeritus Professor of Physi- 
cal ChemisUy. Queen Mary’s College. 
London, 76; Air Commodore the 
Hon Sir Peter Vannecfc, former Lord 
Mayor of London and MEP, 75: Miss 


Helen Worth, actress. 46; Mr Will 
Wvart, managing director. BBC Net- 
work Television, 55. 


Anniversaries 


Births: James Harrington, political 
theorist. 161 1; Sr Bernadette of 
Lourdes {Marie-Bemarde Sou- 


biro us), 1844. Deaths: Catherine of 
Aragon, first wife of Henry VIII, 
1536; Trevor Wallace Howard, actor, 
1988. On this day: Glasgow Univer- 
sity was founded. 1450; the London 
General Omnibus Company started 
operating, IS57. Today is the Feast 
Day of St Aldric, St Canute Lavard. 
St Lucian of Antioch, St Ravmund 


or PcnjforL Si Reinold. St Tillo and 
Hi Valentine of Rhaetia. 


Sir William Brown 


A service of thanksgivine and re- 
membrance for the life at Sir William 
Brown will he held at Glasgow Cathe- 
dral on Sunday 1 1 January at I lam. 


\&f> 


ordered his immediate release. 
Until his death in 1991, Hinds 
invariably sent Comyn a 
Christmas card. 

In 1970 Comyn successfully 
defended the Labour MP Will 
Owen, on charges that he had 
passed secret information to the 
Czechs. He acted in many fa- 
mous defamation cases and de- 
fended Private Eye on the 
charge of criminal libel brought 
by Sir James Goldsmith in 1977. 
He appeared on ramify matters 
for Lord Lucan. As a trial judge 
he tried what was then the 
longest libel action in British le- 
gal history. The Daily Mail v the 
Moonies. and the case of Derek 
James v the BBC. 

James Comyn was appoint- 
ed Recorder of Andover in 
1964. He served as Chairman of 
the Bar Council of England and 
Wales in 1973-74 and was ap- 
pointed to the High Court in 
1978. He was also a member of 


the Irish Bar and the Hong 
Kong Bar. . . 

Comyn never forgot ms insn 
roots and throughout his career 
divided his time between Eng- 
land and his beloved home, 
“Be Nin”, in Tara, Co Meath, 
where he bred Friesian cattle. 
He was married to Anne 
Cbaundler, a solicitor. 

Michael O’Toole 


James Comyn, lawyer and 
farmer bom Dublin 8 March 
1921; called to the Bar, Inner 
Temple 1942; called to the Irish 
Bar 1947: QC 1 961; Recorder of 
Andover 1964-71; Recorder of the 
Crown Court 1972-77; Chair- 
man, Bar Council 1973-74; Kt 
1978; Judge of the High Court of 
Justice. Family Dhision 1978-79. 
Q ueen ’s Bench Division 1979-85: 
monied 1967 Anne Chaundler 
{one son, one daughter I ; died 
Navan, Co Meath 5 January 
1997. 


Charlotte Haslam 


Charlotte Haslam devoted 
nearly 20 years of her life to the 
Landmark Thist, a charity 
which rescues buildings in dis- 
tress and gives them a new life 
by letting them for holidays. At 
first she was engaged in histor- 
ical research; then she edited 
the trust’s publications as well; 
and latterly she was also an ar- 
chitectural adviser and super- 
visor. For some years she was 
one of the trustees. 

Like many Smiths, she was a 
distant cousin of mine - known 
as “Nun", born in 1954 and 
brought up on Tresco in the Sal- 
lies. 1 first remember her as a 
little girl with a fat pigtail firm- 
ly strapped into a blue mac, 
made to walk up snipe through 
breast-high gorse on the island 
of St Martin’s for ourselves 
and her father to shoot He was 
a well-to-do retired naval offi- 
cer, intelligent of course, but 
consciously monarch of ail he 
j surveyed and very reluctant to 
change his opinion. Her moth- 
er, Tamara, of noble Russian 
(Georgian) descent was the 
most beautiful woman I ever be- 
held. an extraordinary figure to 
find on on island off the far 
west point of Cornwall. These 
genes brought Nun a good 
brain, beautiful eyes, and a 
resolute character. 
i-Z After reading History at Ex- 
eter University, she worked 
briefly as an assistant on the Pen- 
guin "Buildings of Whies” series 
and with the architect Cough 
Williams Ellis at PI as Bron- 
danw. Then, in 1978, she de- 
rided she would like to work for 
the Landmark Trust. In those 
days, 13 years after it was found- 
eci quite a few people wanted 
to do that, and as I - then chair- 
man - am dilatory and indeci- 
sive it was entirely due to her 
persistence that she joined us. 

At first she carried out his- 
torical research into the various 
buildings which came our way, 
and also edited successive edi- 
tions of the Landmark Hand- 
book, latterly writing most of it. 
Since she was not an orderly 
worker we gave her, in the 
basement of our office at 21 
Dean’s Yard. Westminster, a 
large room, once the servants’ 
hall of the Receiver General's 
house: and here, in the intervals 
of studying the ankles of innu- 
merable visitors to the abbey, 
which was all she could see from 
her window, she produced re- 
ports on our buildings in schol- 
arly left-handed writing. From 
time to time her assistant Emi- 
ly Holden would spend a week 
or so tidying the room. 

She had a very just appreci- 
ation of what the Landmark 
Tryst is ail about - how every- 
thing at each property should be 
perfectly done, but unaffected, 
indeed unnoticeable - and grad- 


ually she played more and more 
of a part in appraising buildings 
offered to us and in deriding 
how to treat them. Once she £tod 
1 visited a grand house in tfie 
West Country, with quiteia 
grand owner who showed us 
round, and to whom I tried Jo 


give the impression that tje 
Landmark was a serious body. 
When we reached a narrow u 
stairs gallery with a well-polish 


floor, Nim,' instead of admirinj 
the architecture, suddenly said 


the architecture, suddenly said 
“This would be very good fol 
hassock polo", which betrayed 
her Dorrien-Smith origin. | 
On another occasion, at Ifiky 
Rectory on the outskirts of Ox-1, 
ford (one of the most numinous 
buildings which the Landmark \ 
Trust possesses), she bad I 
arranged to be picked up after 1 
our visit by the architectural his- \ 
torian Richard Haslam, whose ’ 
assistant she had been while he 
was writing about Whies. He did { 



Swarfcestone PaviGon, In Derby 
shire, the Landmark Trust' 
‘majestic little pavffion’ wide 
decorates the title-page of th 
1995 Landmark Handboof 
edited by Charlotte Haslam 


not appear by the time I had t> 
leave, and eventually, with som 
misgiving. I abandoned her ii 
the dusk, standing on the edg 
of the pavement, her feet clos- 
together. like a weD-schoolei 
child, or a soldier. Next day 
telephoned to make sure sh< 
was all right. Richard, i 
emerged, had kept her wait in j 
there for several hours, and af 
ter the ensuing discussion the} 
bad become engaged. 

She was strong-minded, sen- 
sible, intelligent and humane 
good company, with a well- 
developed sense of the ridicu- 
lous. Her death (from meningi- 
tis). leaving two young sons and 
a very young daughter, is a most 
deplorable loss; but she also 
leaves her own impression for 
good on the buildings of Eng- 
land. and of few can that be said 


John Smith 


Charlotte Sophia Smith- 
Dorrien-Smith, architectural 
historian : bom Tresco, Isles of 
Scilfy 22 April 1954; married 
1980 Richard Haslam ( two 
sons, one daughter); died 
Basingstoke 3 January 1996. 


Prince Bertil, former Regent of 33 years he kept secret his af- 
Sweden, died Stockholm 5 Jan- fair with a divorced British ac- 
uary, aged 84. Uncle of Ring tress, Lilian Craig, for fear of 
Carl XVI Gustaf of Sweden. For harming the monarchy. 


you”, later successfully cov- 
ered by Don Williams and Em- 
myiou Harris. It was followed, 
a year later, by the equally fine 
The Late, Great, 7bwncs Van 
Zandi. 

Over the past two decades 
Vfcn Zandt'5 recorded output 
proved sporadic. He saw the 
medium essentially as a means 
of immortalising hrs songs and 
was content to remain a “live" 
act as albums like Live at the Old 
Quarter (1977), Live and Ob- 
scure (1985) and Roadsongs 
(1994), on which he salutes 
some of his old favourite fellow- 
writers, testify. More recently 


however, he had returned to the 
studio, cutting the acclaimed 
Cel lie- flavoured No Deeper Blue 
(1995) in Ireland with Irish 
musicians. 

Townes Van Zandt was not 
one of the genre's finest vocal- 
ists, but the honesty of his 
songwriting and the memo- 
rable images he painted in 
words suggest that his work wifi 
endure. 


Paul Wadey 


Townes Vim Zandt, songwriter 
and singer: bom Fort Worth, 
Texas 7 March 1944; married; 
died Nashsille 1 January 1991 
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Lectures 

National Gallery; Lynda Stephens, 
“Nymphs and Shepherds (i): the 
Venetian Arcadia", tpm. 

Tate Gallery; Justine Hopkins, 
“ The Proper Study ot Mankind': 
transformations of the human figure 
(i)", lpra. 
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A re we naive to be filling our 
front page with questions for 
politicians not to answer? After 
all, we have all seen what happens dur- 
ing election campaigns. The media 
moan that the parties won’t respond 
to the important, questions; the politi- 
cians retort that they have answered 
very thoroughly, thank you — or at least 
that they have answered any question 
worth asking. Pragmatic electoral con- 
siderations keep them safely mum on 
everything else. In the circumstances, 
then, it looks as though we might be 
wasting our time. 

• But no: election campaigns are skil- 
ful games in which politicians and jour- 
nalists circle each other, each trying to 
register different points. Some of the 
questions thrown at politicians of all 
parties will be unfair and ridiculous - 
the “have you stopped beating your 
wife, yes or no?" variety, alternating 
with “why won't you promise to cut tax 
and raise spending in your first week?” 

However, politicians also have a 
clear interest in ducking certain 
sensible and legitimate questions, too. 
We can understand why they want to 
do it: it may occasionally help them 
win more votes in the short term. But 
that should not stop voters getting the 
information they want to make a bal- 
anced decision between the parties. 
And in the long term, as we shall see, 
politicians themselves lose out by 
not talking straight with the voters. 


The Tories mustn’t fudge on Europe 


Admittedly, where politicians lack 
the facts to make a balanced judge- 
ment, it is foolish to expect them to 
provide all the answers. When Labour 
MPs say they cannot promise more 
money for eveiything until they have 
“seen the books” we should applaud 
rather than condemn them. They are 
exhibiting more honesty and prudence 
this time round than they did in 1992, 
when party policy documents were 
stuffed full of unaffordable spending 
aspirations. 

We can sympathise with Ken Garke 
too, when be points out that his judge- 
ment about whether Britain should 
join the European current in the first 
wave depends at least in part on facts 
that we do not yet know, including the 
structure of the new monetary system, 
the proposed relationship between 
countries that are in and out, and the 
state of the British economy at the 
time. 

In the past, our politicians have 
often been too enthusiastic to answer 
questions when they should have 
known they were too ill-informed to 
make responsible commitments. In 
1992 the Conservatives said we could 
have tax cuts year on year. They 
should never have made such a 
promise. 

Governments cannot commit to 
reducing the tax burden every year 
when they never know what unfore- 
seen economic events might blow 
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them off course. John Major could 
have given a far more honest and intel- 
ligent answer to the tax question. 
Likewise Labour's lack of access to the 
resources of the civil service and the 
government’s accounts should not 
prevent the party giving us its broad 
tax and spending intentions. We may 
not need a Shadow Budget (there 
wouldn’t be much point; die details 
would all have to change) but we 
should be told how redistributive 
Labour thinks the tax system should 
be. 

We know the party thinks that the 
tax system should be “fair,” but vot- 


ers also need to know whether Labour 
believes fairness requires a new top 
rate of income tax to redistribute 
some of the earnings of the veiy rich, 
or merely a windfall tax to take back 
some of the profits of the privatised 
utilities. 

For their part, the Conservatives 
cannot use the absence of information 
about the shape of a single currency 
to duck answering questions about the 
principle of monetary union. They 
should be able to explain, for example, 
under what specific conditions Britain 
could contemplate joining a European 
Monetary Union, even if we cannot yet 


tell whether those conditions will be 
fulfilled. Alternatively, if the Tory 
command actually expects to withdraw 
from Europe, or “renegotiate” our 
relationship away from Europe, voters 
have a right to know because the impli- 
cations will be immense. 

The Conservatives’ fudge over 
Europe goes to the heart of the prob- 
lem. The reason we are not getting a 
straight answer has nothing to do 
with lack of information, or responsi- 
ble politics, and everything to do with 
the fact that there may be something 
to hide. That is precisely why we are 
highlighting the question; so that no 
one forgets that it’s being avoided. 

There are at most 16 weeks left to 
go before a general election. Not 
long, is it? All of the political parties 
still have time to be more forthcom- 
ing. If they have simply chosen to delay 
policy announcements until the runup 
to the election for political reasons, 
that's fine. Election campaigns are, 
after all, complicated games of strat- 
egy. Giving your opponent time to sab- 
otage your preparations is unwise, to 
say the least. 

But politicians should not be 
allowed to use these excuses for fudg- 
ing the big issues entirely. Our polit- 
icians have an interest in steering 
away from risky, provocative head- 
lines. They do not want to risk offend- 
ing voters, ignite tabloid campaigns or 
provoke tensions in their own parties 


unless they are forced to do so? But 
that is exactly why we will harry the 
parties for answers to perfectly proper, 
answerable questions. Whichever lot 
we elect, we could be stuck with them 
°r the next five years. The more we 
Know in advance, the less complaint 
we will have later. 

Aroyal saviour 

^ririPBintfiYipBr 

T 38 after 1,000 years, the 
“^nslish monarchy is co ming to a 
long, slow end. Most of its present rep- 
resentatives have lost the people's 
the population don't 
think the institution will last another 50 
years and few think it will last to the 
end of the next century. As we ponder 
the question of an alternative - a pres- 
idency, perhaps? - Richard Branson 
comes floating into view, under a 
balloon of hot air. There he is, the 
entrepreneur de nos jours, second in the 
people s choice from Mori’s list of pos- 
sible presidents. But wait, who came 
first? Princess Anne, of course. 
Another devotee of dangerous sports. 
Well, at least she looks more handsome 
in 3 white dress than Mr Branson. 
Maybe that’s the answer - not a 
constitutional monarchy but an 
elected one ... 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Cash famine 
at the British 
Museum 

Sir On three occasions during the 
past four months, which I have 
spent on a sabbatical in Oxford, 1 



jjuubiI Museum, only to discover 
that the relevant galleries were 
closed to the public. The reason 
given by the staff at the museum has 
been a lack of guards; one of them - 
. watching a neighbouring gallery— ■ 
politely explained that in his view 
the entire museum was rapidly 
being closed down, with guards 
being made redundant for reasons ; 
of economy. My colleagues in the 
Department of Western Asiatic 
Antiquities at the museum could do 



state of affairs. 

I hardly need to say that I have 
myself been very unhappy and 
indeed angry in these situations, 
where as a visitor from Denmark I 
had to leave without having seen ". ‘ 
what I came for, and where in one 
instance I could not have access to 
the relicts in the Assyrian basement 
where 1 had to check details in 
connection with my work on a 
forthcoming book. This shows a 
flagr ant disregard of the most 
‘^essential public duty of the museum.: 
The situation is particularly 
bizarre with respect to the 
Mesopotamian galleries upstairs, 
rooms which have been newly-, 
installed on the basis of a large grant 
from the American Sackler family. - 
It must be a strange feeling for these ’ 
sponsors to know that their money 
has been spent on lavish 
refurbishment of galleries which are 

mostly closed to the public. 

But the larger question of the 

■ mase urn’s duty to display its 

■ collections to visitors and scholars 
remains. I feel certain that the 
persons responsible for the 

museum are unhappy about the 
closed galleries, and that they feel 

compelled to such expedients 
because of a lack of funds, in my 
view it is a public duty which ts 
being disregarded, and I would 
respectfully point our that the 
-British Museum is a unique 
*vfctbrehouse of world treasure, 
whose significance transcends 
national considerations. 

* How funds should be raised or 
allocated can hardly be my 
concern, but one h°p« ’ 
negative experience of entrance 

sees ssjSjj-j- 

institutions in the country is 

tStXZSSS ZSeZ 

Copenhagen Unnvrsity 

End hypocrisy of 

abortion rules 


jffoTS leas, one of four 
ed criteria. In reality we 
rceine to abortion on 
reason at aU, 

cause the woman doesnt 

'535ft— „ 



practice? 1 am not sure that 
abortion on demand is right but if it 
is what society wants, then let's be 
open and honest about iL 
Dr STUART J DOVE" 

Ashford. Kent 

Sin Has anyone made a serious 
attempt to calculate how many 
foetal lives would actually be saved 
by repealing the abortion law? The 
number of illegal abortions before 
1967 is obviously impossible to 
count but there have been 
estimates of 250,000 per annum or 
more. When I was a young doctor, 

illegal abortion seemed to be 
everywhere. I suspect that few if 

any foetal lives would be saved by 

reverting to that situation. 

What is certain is that we would 
return to a situation that filled the 
country’s emergency 
gynaecological wards with 
exsanguinated, sometimes infected, 
sometimes dying women. Anyone 
who worked in those wards is likely 
to regard abortion as inevitable and 
illegal abortion as a preventable 
evil. 

Dr ANN DALLY 
Gmjpian West Sussex 

Sin Polly Ibynbee ( 1 January) 
asserts that those who want to make 
abortion unlawful again in Britain 
don’t really believe that a blob of an 
embryo is the same as a baby. 

L for one, don’t. But I believe 
that they are both human beings. 
Moreover, the embryo at the age of 
minus six months is the same 
human being as the resuliant baby 
at the age of plus six months 

other wards, the embryo «uid the 

baby are the same individual. To 
kill either of them is 

classified as 1 1 form oft murfer* 

The second plank m Ms 
Tbynbee's argument is that it 


abortion were really the massacre 
of the innocents that it is claimed to 
be, the essentially decent British 
public would have recoiled in 
horror from it long before this. Not 
so. The German people at the time 
of the Third Reich were basically 
not less humane and civilised than 
any other European nation. Yet by 
and large, they acquiesced in 
policies of their government that 
led to the Holocaust. 

SEAN MORAN 
Dublin 


a pity that Polly Toynbee 
i Jews with Christians and 


Sir: It is a i 
includes^ 

Muslims in a sweeping 
condemnation. Perhaps the well- 
publidsed views of a former Chief 
Rabbi have led her to ignore a 
tradition of hundreds of years of 
debate between Jews about the 
ethics of abortion. 

According to halacha, abortion 
is not considered killing. The 
mother's life and wellbeing take 
precedence over that of the foetiis. 
The Mishnah makes a clear 
distinction between foetal life and 
newborn life. 

Judaism offers a recognition of 
women’s right to make a hard and 
painful decision - never an easy 
one. It is a tradition of respecting 
one’s opponents, listening to and 
answering their arguments rather 
than caricaturing them, and 

deta^amfindividual 
circumstances, rather than easy 
generalisations. Polly Tbynbee 
could learn a lot from iL 
LIN JAMES 
London Ell 


Europe must act 
against racism 

Sir I read with great interest the 
letter of Ann Dummett (1 January) 
about the European Year against 
racism, xenophobia and anti- 
Semitism. 

Effective and comprehensive 
measures to guarantee equal 
treatment for all residents of the 
Union are urgently needed. For 
instance, a British citizen who is 
refused housing on the basis of his 
or her race in another member 
state should be entitled to redress 
on the basis of a right contained in 
the Treaty. The citizen's right to 
five in that other member state 
derives from the Treaty. The 
exercise of that right in dignity 
must equally be protected by the 
Treaty. 

The suggestion, as I understand 
iL of the UK government that such 
measures should be taken 
intergovcrnraexitally is not 
acceptable. The reports of the 
European Commission and 
Parliament have been scathing 
about the ineffectiveness of the 
Union’s intergovernmental pillar, 
which lacks an appropriate 
implementation mechanism and 
judicial certainty. 

ELSPETH GUILD 
London E8 

Sin Ann Dummett (letter, I 
January) has done us all a service 
by highlighting the European Year 
Against Racism, which much of the 
British public may not have heard 
abouL given the half-hearted 


response from our awn 
govern in enL 

This year could be a great 
opportunity for the United 
Kingdom to play a vital role in 
proposing amendments which 
would outlaw race and religious 
discrimination across the 
European Union. 

Our organisation and a broad 
range of ethnic minority and anti- 
racist organisations feel that we 
should move away from inter- 
governmental action on 
immigration, asylum and race 
equality policy towards a common 
European legislation which would 
set high standards of protection 
against racial discrimination. 

While it is the policy of the two 
main parties that Britain should 
maintain control over its own 
immigration and asylum policy, this 
situation does not preclude a UK 
government fighting for minimum 
race equality protection and 
legislation at the European Union 
level ' 

CLAUDE MORAES 
Joint Council for the Welfare of 
Immigrants 
London EC 1 


Vote now and 
save Ulster lives 

Sir. After the latest breach of the 
loyalist ceasefire in Northern 
Ireland by a bomb under a Sinn 
Fein election worker's car, is it not 
time for Labour to try to force the 
holding of the Wirral South 
by-election; if not to help to fulfil 
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Tony Blair's recent promise to 
bring down the Government “any 
way we can ”, then at least to save 
human life in these islands. 

Whatever the outcome of a 
by-election now in Wirral South, It 
must be an improvement on the 
present situation of John Major's 
complete dependency on the 
Ulster Unionists. If Labour wins 
then the end of this government is 
made imminent. If the Tbries retain 
the seat then John Major will have 
no excuse for continued 
dependency on the Unionists for 
the short time before he has to call 
a general election. Lives in 
Northern Ireland cannot wait on a 
vacuum lasting three months. 

If the Unionists oppose moving 
the writ to allow the people of 
South Wirral their voice now. this 
interference in England’s politics 
will set an interesting precedent for 
the handling of the principle of 
consent in Northern Ireland. 

JOE MURPHY 
Bhmingjiam 


Fear of reform 

Sin When Mr Major says that 
constitutional reform is profoundly 
dangerous (“Major takes a 
lesson ...” 6 January) he is only the 
latest in a line of unsuccessful 
rulers to hold this opinion. King 
John held it particularly strongly 
about Magna Carta and so did King 
Henry III about the summons of 
the first Parliament Edmund 
Burke was quite right that 
“whatever now is established once 
was innovation". 

Earl RUSSELL 

Liberal Democrat Social Security 
spokesman 
House of Lords 
London SW1 


Joys of a frozen 
New Year 

Sin How glad I am to have missed 
the annual British freeze-up, with 
its misery and chaos, by going 
abroad for the New Year, lb some 
sunny dime? No, to Russia. 

Here, nobody and nothing was 
fazed by the temperature, which 
regularly descended below -20C at 
night Long-distance buses 
chugged steadily along snowy 
country roads, airports stayed open 
and in our wooden village house, 
two splendid traditional stoves kept 
us deliriously warm. I won’t go on 
about the pristine snow, pure air, 
vodka-laced picnics, merry New 
Year masquerades, or too many 
other people might want to join us 
next year. 

Were there no disadvantages? 
Well, yes- it’s rather icy around the 
well where we get water, and the 
unheated outhouse toilet is a touch 
cbilJjy for sensitive parts. But this 
morning, when I woke up shivering 
in my modernised British centrally- 
heated home I was no longer sure 
which country has the real 
advantage in winter. 

S ’runim godom! Happy New 
Year! 

CHERRY’ GILCHRIST 
Bristol 


Swans poisoned 
by lead shot 

Sin As a non-angler who takes an 
active interest in swan 
conservation, I have to defend 
D A Beaumont (letter, 28 
December). My experience is that 
anglers fall into two categories: 
those who belong to affiliated 
angling dubs, and those who 
simply fish a stretch of water from 
time to time. 

I am fortunate enough to have 
built a rapport with anglers of the 
first category, who use the same 
lakes and canals as the swans that I 
look over. There appear to be very 
few tackling injuries from such 
waters where a self-imposed tight 
discipline exists. Tackling injuries 
tend to happen to birds 
unfortunate enough to use waters 
where the less committed anglers 
lurk. 

It is unfair to tar all anglers with 
the same brush, as does Rosalind 
Barnes (letter, 2 January). A far 
greater concern is the continued 
use of lead in the shot used by wild- 
fowlers. This is still being put into 
our waters at an alarming rate, and 
lead poisoning is claiming more 
swans than tackle, several years 
after its use or sale in the form of 
weights up to 28.35 grammes has 
been made illegal 

bobiang 

Uxbridge, 

Middlesex 


Pining dogs 

Sir Brendan Halpin (letter, 3 
January) appears to think 
quarantine is justified ou the 
grounds that dogs cannot 
appreciate time, “especially a 
future duration of six months”. 
Nor, of course, can babies or 
imbeciles, but that does not give us 
licence to place them in solitary 
confinement 

He confuses a concept with a felt 
experience. An animal may have no 
concept of next week or next June, 
but it has the experience of present 
lime - in the case of quarantine, a 
seemingly interminable present 
deprived of its customary human or 
animat companions and normal 
activities. 

Dr RAY RACY 
Bristol 
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analysis 


Back to 


basics of 


vaudeville 


Jerry Hayes is a political down of negligible 
importance to the Grovemment So why all 
the fuss over his sex life, asks Peter Popham 


F or those readers for 
whom the New Year 
break is an opportu- 
nity to draw the cur- 
tains. remove the 
batteries from the radio, cancel 
the papers and mislay the wrist- 
watch, the past four days have 
marked a particularly brutal 
return to normality. 

First, on Friday, John Major 
launched, through an article in 
the Doth' Telegraph, a new cam- 
paign to promote family values. 
Under the headline “Trust my 
Instincts", he trumpeted “the 
fundamental importance of the 
family ... Both the family and 
our nation are central to the 
security of the individual/ 1 
It was back to Back to Basics 
- can that deathless moment in 
our political history already be 
three years past? - and of course 
the man whose instincts we were 
being asked to trust was the only 
begetter of that campaign, tod. 

Sure enough, on Sunday the 
house of cards came tumbling 
down: a trainee tax accountant 
called Paul Stone revealed in 


... When I heard about Mr 
Major's latest statement about 
the Tories being the party of the 
family, this made it all the more 
important". Thanks to Clifford 
and his righteous indignation, 
the News of the World was able 
to start the New Year with the 
sort of splash headline no one 
does better: “TORY MP 2- 
TIMED WIFE WITH 
UNDER-AGE GAY LOVER." 

The story, for those only 
now emerging from their rocks, 
was as follows: cherubic, curly- 
haired Jerry Hayes, happily 
married family man with two. 
count 'em, children. Lawrence 
and Francesca and loyal wife 
Alison who works tirelessly for 
him in his constituency, has 
been harbouring a guilty secret 
Four years ago he became 
involved with a gay Young Con- 
servative, Paul Stone. 

According to Stone. Hayes 
picked him up at a meeting of 
the Stonewall Gay Rights pres- 
sure group during the 1991 


? utting him to work as his 
unpaid) researcher in the 


(unpaid) researcher in the 
House of Commons. 

In between meetings, Hayes 
wrote to his new friend. “1 love 
you," went one letter printed in 
the News of the World. “T am 
really trying very hard to forget 
you but Ijust can't. I miss your 
daft voice, your voice, your 
laughter melting into your 
eyes...” “I love you with every 
fibre of my being," gushed 
another. “Honestly I wish I 
didn't but I can't help myself. . ." 


Tory conference in Blackpool, 
and that same evening, in the 


the News of the World the inti- 
mate details of an affair that he 


mate details of an affair that he 
claimed to have had with Tory 
MP for Harlow Jerry Hayes 
over a period of 16 months, for 
which the newspaper paid him 
£75,000. 

Max Clifford, the famous pub- 
licist. who is an ardent Labour 
supporter and was responsible 
for bringing Stone and the News 
of the World together, bad struck 
again. “It’s a personal vendetta" 
against the Tories, Clifford 
explained yesterday, “based on 
what they have done to the NHS 


and that same evening, in the 
paper’s words, “Hayes then 
committed a lewd act which was 
in breach of the law at the time" 
- presumably because Stone 
was 18, and the age of consent 
for homosexual acts was 21. (It 
has since been reduced to 18, 
with Hayes’s active support.) 

Thereupon, the story con- 
tinues, the two became lovers, 
Hayes bringing Stone down 
from his home in Peterbor- 
ough to London regularly, 
putting him up in a West End 
dub (where Stone says they 
spent nights together) and 


C onfronted with evidence 
as unequivocal as this, 
Hayes told the paper that 
he and Stone bad been dose 
friends - “We had some special 
and magic moments together" 
- but denied there had ever 
been a sexual element. 

“It was a lovely relationship, 
an intimate relationship," he 
said, “but that' s all it ever could 
be.” Declaring that he was in 
touch with his solicitor. Hayes 
then whisked wife and kids off 
to an unknown destination. 
“The news [of the affair] will 
come as a body blow to Premier 
John Major who this week 
relaunched his moral crusade in 
lime for the election," the 
paper predicted. 

And so it came to pass: most 
of yesterday’s papers dedded 
that Hayes’s “gay scandal" was 
the stuff of front page splashes. 
The Times reckoned, “Tory 
election campaign launch 
marred by claims of gay sex" 
and reported that senior figures 
in the Conservative Party were 
urging Hayes to step down at 
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the next election: on the con- 
trary, declared the Doily Mail , 
they are urging him to tough it 
out. The Telegraph, which had 
so recklessly invoked the Prune 
Minister’s instincts on Friday, 
wanly echoed The Times - 
“Tones hit by claims over MP 
and boy" - but editorially 
raged, “The allegations ... have 
no bearing on the Government 
or its policies." 

It must be admitted that 
there is something in this view. 
After all, Jerry Hayes is not in 
the Government: he’s not even 
close. For the Telegraph he is 
“unimportant ... dragged from 
the darkest comers of the back 
benches." One has to ask why 
Jerry Hayes’s gay fling/platonic 
friendship should be thought to 
have any bearing on anything 
besides the emotions of those 
two people and arguably, of 
those close to them. 

The News of the World did its 
best to find something serious 
about the case which would 
help to justify running it so big, 
pointing out in particular that 
Stone had been under age at the 
time. The Sun, the News of the 
World's News International sta- 
blemate. added yesterday that, 
though vice-chairman of the 
House of Commons's Aids 
committee, Hayes “never wore 
a condom" when making love to 
Stone. But everyone knows that 
these sort of details are just icing 
on the cake. Without them the 
story would be almost as juicy. 

But why? What is it in this 
story that makes editors vote 
with almost complete unanimity 
that Hayes and Stone is the 
biggest story on even a slow, hun- 
gover, post-holiday news day? 

Ifarr of the reason is to’ be 
found in the Government s ter- 
minal. fissiparous condition, 
shorn of its majority, in the final 
stages of disintegration, post- 
poning from week to week the 
dreadnil event and. as a result, 
giving the newspapers the per- 
fect cliffh anger. 

Hayes and his local difficulty 
do not affect the mathematics 
of voting in the Commons: as 
one senior Tory conceded, 
removing the whip from Hayes 
was hardly an option. But he 


plays his small, pathetic part in 
the last acL 

But the fundamental reason 
is that the media's duty to feed 
tbeir consumers’ prurient 
appetites, a task formerly 
masked under several layers of 
bluster and pretence, has 
become naked, unashame d and 
(for competitive reasons) 
urgent. 

Thirty and more years ago, 
you needed a whiff of threat to 
national security or some such 
- the sharing of a mistress with 
Russian defence attache or 
worse - to give the thing a 
veneer of public interest suffi- 
cient to justify publication. 

Tliat well ran dry. never hav- 
ing been very plentiful. The 
next and more reliable gambit 
was the bourgeois hypocrisy 
card. This has served tolerably 
up until recent times. Sad, 
slightly preposterous figures 
such as Cecil Parkinson, Tim 
Yeo and David Mellor. at least 
part of their political success 
based on appeals to the prig- 
gishness of their constituents, 
were caught with pants down 
and trundled their unhappy 
families across the nation’s 
front pages in vain attempts to 
make amends. 

It was a disgusting spectacle, 
this token tabloid spasm of 
self-righteousness, because so 
transparently phoney, asserting 
shock and horror while com- 
municating malicious enjoy- 
ment, condemning hypocrisy 
while manifesting it quite as 
blatantly as the people exposed. 
It was, however, the way we do 
things here, however grotesque 
in the eyes of the people of just 
about any other country one 
can think of. 

With this affair, however, 
the treatment of the extra- 
marital affairs of prominent 
people in British newspapers 
has reached a new low - or, if 
you prefer to open 1997 with 
a burst of positivity, a new level 
of honesty. 

Jeny Hayes is not vulnerable 
to the charge of hypocrisy. Since 
wresting Harlow from Labour in 
1983, he has led a colourful par- 
liamentary career, but as Roth’s 
Parliamentary Profiles puts it. 


The cast in a dubious political entertainment: the Hayes family (top), Paul Stone 
(left) and Max Clifford, who claims his role is a ‘personal vendetta* against the Tories 


he “has never taken himself 
seriously, and therefore has not 
been taken seriously by oth- 
ers". Speaker Betty Boothroyd’s 
remark that “be would look 
very pretty as a French maid; I 
wish I had* his curls." is about as 
fulsome as praise of his parlia- 
mentary performance gets. 


H is peculiarity among the 
young Thatcherite 
intakes of the early- and 
mid-Eighties is that he has been 
consistently dripping wet: 
opposing capital punishment, 
fighting denial and eye charges, 
standing up for Aids patients 
and championing the lowering 
of the age of consent for homo- 
sexuals. But such bold stands, 
and even his refusal to bow to 
Thatcher’s dislike in the matter 
of his beard and yellow ties, 
would hardly have brought him 
fame. 

But fame of a sort is what he 
has achieved by turning himself 
into an all-purpose television 
clown. When Andrew Neil 
described him as “a political 
buffoon" it was a well-chosen 


compliment: as political buf- 
foons go, Hayes is one of the 
best, the most available, the 
most versatile, the most untram- 
melled by odd notions such as 
digni ty On programmes such as 
the James Whale show he 
allowed himself to be fastened 
in the stocks and pelted with 
custard pies, and to be whipped 
while dressed in fetish garb 

Why did he join the Toty 
party, he was asked once. “For 
the women.'’ he replied, “it 
was pure lust" He appeared in 
a show at a Bullin' s adult week- 
end in Scotland. “All my jokes 
were clean," he claimed after- 
wards. “I started by telling 
them,! am a Tory MP and 1 am 
here to set a high moral tone." 

When the heavy metal group 
Iron Maiden were having trou- 
ble getting permission to play 
in Beirut, Hayes threw his 
weight behind them (one mem- 
ber was a constituent) and 
allowed his buffoonery to infest 
his politics. *T have advised [the 
Foreign Office] the group is not 
a bad influence," he said 
solemnly. “In fact they are veiy 


good: I have all tbeir albums.” 

Hayes, in other words, is a 
politician of negligible impor- 
tance who has supported the gay 
cause for years (without ever 
dedaring himself to be gay), and 
is about as far from government 
as a Tory MP can be. His alleged 
affair is therefore of interest for 
only two reasons: as tittle-tattle 
of "the TV famous: and as 
another death rattle in the 
throat of this administration. » 

It's a way to yoke Johflp- 
Major’s intoning of the sacred 
word “family" with a photo- 
graph of a professional Tory 
family in gruesome media trou- 
ble. It's political rhetoric and 
argument reduced to monosyl- 
lables and sign language. It 
reveals Max Clifford as the 
Mephistophelean master of the 
political agenda. 

Marx wrote of history repeat- 
ing itself, once as tragedy, the 
second time as farce. Today this 
is no longer true: when it’s 
family values and back-to- 
basics that are at issue, it's first 
time as farce, second time as 
end-of-the-pier vaudeville. 


Should auld grievances be forgot ... * 


T his year my family and 
I spent hogmanay with 
ray Scottish cousin in 
Blairgowrie, and I was 
reminded - if I needed 
reminding - that Scotland is 
indeed a different place. They 
have hogmanay up there, for’ 
a start The younger members 
of the household ail went off 
to Edinburgh for New Year's 
Eve, where they joined what 
was billed as the biggest New 
Year’s Eve party of them all. 
and we older members did a 
staid amount of first-footing 
after we had watched Rikki 
Fulton. 

Rikki Fulton? 1 seldom 
encounter an Englishman 
who has heard of this 
Scottish comedian, but for 
years he has been presenting 
a hogmanay programme on 
Scottish TV called Scotch 
and Wry which, whenever I 
have seen it, has been better 
than anything on offer on 
Sassenach TV. I still 
remember the item in which 
he played an undertaker who 
was discussing with a 
recently bereaved widow the 
form that her late husband's 
funeral should take. 
“Actually", she confided to 
him, “his great ambition was 
always to be buried at sea." 


“I have the very thing for 
you here, then," said Fulton, 
pulling out a large coffin 
with an outboard motor 
fixed to the back. A wonder- 
ful gag. It is sometimes said 
that the Scots joke more 
about death than we do. 
which may be why I can't 
readily imagine that joke 
being done dawn South. 

Fulton’s programme was 
muted this year, being a 
selection of clips from tbe 
past The weather was 
muted too, being milder 
than in England. 

“The terrible weaLher 
conditions continue," said 
the TV news, “with Kent 
being the worst affected 
county ...” 

“What they mean tty 
that," said cousin Laurence, 
“is that London is having a 
bad time of it. Odd how bad 
weather hits the headlines if 
it hits London, but not much 
otherwise. We get weather 
like this most of the time 
most winters, but I doa't 
recall it being on tbe news 
much. The E.coli bacteria 
deaths in Scotland were 
being reported here for a 
week before they got into 
the London news.” 

I have to say that I feel he 



Miles 

Kington 


is righ t Almost all national 
news is seen from a London 
angle. I remember when I 
first moved to Wiltshire from 
London in 1987 it was just 
before the big hurricane hit 
the Home Counties, so that I 
escaped the worst of it - it 
was bad in London and not 
too bad elsewhere. When I 
next met my London friends 
they could talk of little else, 
and whenever I said that it 
was only 3 London-centred 
phenomenon, they ignored 
me. To this day it is still 
talked about as the Great 
Hurricane of 1987, but l can 


tell you that if it bad 
happened in the North or 
Wiles or Scotland it would 
be forgotten by now. 

“The apertures of British 
post boxes may have to be 
changed to fit ’in with 
European standards." said 
another bit of news over the 
New Year, which goes to 
show how short of news they 
get over the New Year. 
Laurence snorted. 

“Bloody Brussels. The 
amount of stupid 
regulations. Take frost cocks, 
for instance." 

I did not know what frost 
cocks were, not being a 
farmer like Laurence. They 
are. apparently, little devices 
fixed to the pipes feeding 
water to cattle troughs, 
which drain off the excess 
water Into the ground so that 
the pipe does not freeze. 

“Unfortunately Brussels 
has got the idea that frost 
cocks are a possible source 
of infection, so they have 
outlawed them. Result: they 
are like gold dust. The only 
place you can get them now 
is America. You could make 
a fortune bringing back a 
load of frost cocks from the 
USA. Blood)' Brussels." 

“It’s not just Brussels." I 


said. “The British 
Government is just as bad. 
Take those post boxes, for 
instance. I remember when I 
was in Ectiobnrgh fast 
summer there was a local 
news item in the Evening _ 
News about the East Lothian 
town of Haddington. 
Apparently Haddington had 
received a gift from the 
French town it was twinned 
with in the form of a. French 
post box which it invited 
Haddington to adopt and 
use. But it turned out that 
the aperture of the French 
box did not correspond to 
British requirements, so it 
was put up in Haddington 
Post Office in a glass case for 
people to come and look at 
but not use. I think-Brass®*® 
and Westminster are as bad 
as each other.” _ 
Laurence thought about 
this and realised that ahe 
commented, he was. in. 
danger of being nice about 
one or the other. So he . 


changed the subject, 
“fake this BSE.. 


“■fake this BSE . 

nonsense ...” he said. 

I haven't room to- . 
summarise his dissertanon. 
buL I’m afraid neither . 
Brussels nor'Wfesttnmster 
came out of it very well. 
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Good old Hume, 
but what exactly 
does he stand for? 


J ohn Hume is the great 
postwar leader of Irish 
nationalism, in an age of 
anger and frustration, he has 
consistently and effectively 
opposed violence to achieve 
nationalist ends. Not only has 
he forsaken killing he has also 
steered dear of the violent lan- 
guage and crude pop ulism that 
is the currency of political 
debate in Northern Ireland. 

Yesterday, as he ruled out an 
electoral pact between tbe 
SDLP and Sinn Fein nnl^ 
there is an IRA cease-fire. Mr 
Hume once more established 
his credentials as a leader who 
sets strict limits on the methods 
nationalism may employ. 

But try to nafl down Mr 
Hume on where else he stands 
and you're in trouble. You will 
be swept up in a whirlwind of 
dizzying, elliptical language 
that leaves you little the wiser 
about his ultimate political 
aims, beyond talking reaching 
agreement and m along change 
with consent. He may be dear 
on violence, but he is stead- 
fastly unclear about what limits 
he draws on the ambitions of 
nationalism. A united Ireland 
is certainly not ruled ouL 
Such a vague style is under- 
standable for one seeking to 
persuade the paramilitaries to 
lay down their arms. It's best 
not to dwell too explicitly on 
how little can be achieved 
through peaceful politics, for 
fear that the men of violence 
will be scared off. 

But for a man who seeks to 
win over Unionism, the vague- 
ness of Mr Hume's agenda is 
disastrous. The lack of detail in 
what he eventually seeks 
creates a vacuum which is 
rapidly filled from the fertile imaginings of 
Unionist paranoia. The fact that Mr Hume is 
even considering an electoral pact with Sinn 
Fein only fuels such fears. 

The chief Unionist fear is cultural obliter- 
ation. And, so far, no one has ruled that out 
in the long run. The Protestants in Northern 
Ireland have merely been guaranteed the 
right to stay within the UK as long as the major- 
ity in Northern Ireland desires to do so. In 
shore, the Unionists have been^promised jam 
only for today. Meanwhile, those who want a 
united Ireland have been offered jam some 
time in the future, when demographics put 
Unionists in the minority. This apparently 
democratic formula, part of every Anglo-Irish 
agreement since SunningdaJe m 1973, has 
failed to produce a meaningful dialogue. 
Unionists fight a rearguard as they await their 
demise and Catholics breed lor a revolution. 

Breaking this paralysis requires a new type 
of nationalist leader in Northern Ireland, who 
will explicitly abandon not just violence but all 
hope of a united Ireland. The next great leader 
of Irish nationalism must fashion an ideology 
which meets tbe need for Ulster Catholics to 
be Irish, enjoy justice and play an equal role 
in the running of Northern Ireland, without 
destroying the Union. 



Such a notion may seem fan- 
ciful. It sounds as though I am 
arguing that nationalists should 
give up being nationalists. I'm 
not 1 am merely saying that 
nationalists must formally 
abandon their territorial revan- 
chism. Unless they do so, there 
is little possibility of coaxing 
Unionists out of their laager. 

A formula for doing so is 
available, thanks to the Opsahl 
Commission, which consulted 
widely in Northern Ireland, 
before reporting in 1993 on 
options for a political settle- 
ment. It proposed that 
Catholics should be given equal 
power with Protestants in 
today's Northern Ireland. The 
quid pro quo would be that 
Protestants would enjoy the 
same right if they became the 
minority. And there would be 
a united Ireland only if a 
majority of both Protestants 
and Catholics agreed. In other 
words, probably never. For this 
concession, those desiring to be 
considered Irish in Northern 
Ireland would be entitled to 
enjoy the same advantages and 
privileges as those terming 
themselves British. 

These recommendations are 
consistent with the develop- 
ment of nationalist politics in 
Northern Ireland. John Hume 
has been a key figure in mak- 
ing that state work for 
Catholics, rather than merely 
hoping against hope that one 
day a united Ireland will be 
achieved. His leadership of the 
civil rights movement was 
crucial in beginning to make 
Northern Ireland a place where 
Catholics could feel more at 
home. And agreements 
between the British and Irish 
governments- with their emphasis on consent 
- have all tended to put off the possibility of 
a united Ireland in the short term. Everyone 
with any political nous - even in the IRA - 
knows that today’s real task is to make North- 
ern Ireland function properly for everyone. 

S o far, however, no one on the nationalist 
side has had the leadership abilities to 
abandon explicitly long-term territorial 
ambitions; Some perhaps are afraid, as Charles 
Haughey, the former Irish prime minister was, 
of leaving the ERA alone to bear the torch of 
unity. Ai the moment - particularly after the 
summer marches in Drumcree, when the 
RUC gave in to loyalist threats of violence - 
few Catholics have the confidence in a North- 
ern Ireland state to abandon thepossibOity of 
a more benign government run from Dublin. 

But a genuine settlement between Union- 
ism and nationalism requires a nati o nalist leap 
of imagination. It will come sooner or later. 
Listen to the speeches of Mary Robinson, the 
Irish President, who travels the world speak- 
ing to the diaspora, as she defines an Irish iden- 
tity that extends beyond the boundaries of the 
Lash Sea. Like her, the post-millennial Irish 
nationalist will be explicitly working to estab- 
lish a way of living, not a new state. 


Jack 

O’Sullivan 

Breaking the 
Northern 
Ireland 
paralysis 
requires a 
new type of 
nationalist 
leader to 
abandon 
explicitly all 
hope of a 
united Ire- 
land 


Edifice complex at 
the Coliseum 


A nd so the English 
National Opera 
wants to abandon 
its beautiful tura- 
of-the-century 
centra] London theatre, where 
ft has produced so many stun- 
ning productions, for a 
purpose-built building in the 
kind of place most people try 
hard to avoid: King's Cross, for 
example, or the Hungerford 
carpark. 

Die gut reaction of the ENO 
board was to stay put. Indeed, 
only five years ago they were 
begging to do so, with the help 
of£12.8m of taxpayers’ money. 
Having got their cash, they 
have now, after a year-long 
feasibility study, changed their 
minds. But this merely high- 
lights the risk of throwing 
money at consultants if tbe 
exercise serves to cloud basic 
common sense - which says 
that if you happen to own one 
of London's best theatrical 
sites, surrounded by a plethora 
of bars and restaurants, Tlibes 
and other amenities, why on 
earth move to one of the capi- 
tal's wastelands? 

Yesterday, at an uneasy press 
conference, the movers and 
shakers of the company 
attempted to explain why it 
was impossible to stay at the 
Coliseum. Statistics were died, 
technical problems rehearsed. 
The sewage that overflowed in 
heavy rain and froze in frost; 
the problems of moving scenery 
in the narrow surrounding 
streets; Westminster council's 
new, hard-line altitude to mov- 
ing scenery at night; the poor 
facilities backstage; the col- 
lapsing wiring, heating and 
decor, the lack of storage" space 
and rehearsal rooms. 

This is all true. But it is also 
true that ENO has operated 
successfully from the Coliseum 
for almost 30 years, putting on 
acclaimed productions such as 
Nicholas Hytners Xerxes and 
David Alden's Tristan and 
Isolde, while offering conven- 
ience and accessibility for its 
loyal audience, more than 60 
per cent of whom come from 
outside London. 

This is one of the key points. 
While keen opera-goers will no 
doubt be prepared to make 
the foray past the streetwalkers 
and winos of King’s Cross, if 
ENO does insist on moving 
there, it will hardly be the entic- 
ing prospect of going to central 
London, knowing that there is 
a huge choice of attractive, 
lively places to meet, eat and 
drink before or afterwards. 

What the company is bank- 
ing on is that, audiences will not 
decline, in the prime new build- 
ing in their socially-challenged 


by Marianne Macdonald 



Does the Coliseum really need to move - or, 
dare one ask, is it motivated by Lottery 
fever, and envy of the Royal Opera House? 


location: that market research 
shows that people care more 
about acoustics and music than 
atmosphere and amenities. The 
trouble is, the board of the 
ENO is almost certainly wrong. 

And it may be dangerously 
wrong about something else 
too: that the public will back 
their scheme for applying for 
£60m to £90m of lottery money 
to build them a splendid new 
auditorium - or possibly two - 
when they have a perfectly 
good theatre already, let alone 
give cash to match the 25 per 
cent funding they will need. 


This is certainly David Mel- 
lows view. Mellor, widely 
acknowledged to have been 
the most informed and able 
heritage secretary of recent 
years, could not contain his 
fury about the plan yesterday. 
He said in a statement that it 
was “an outrageous breach of 
faith for the ENO to abandon 
the Coliseum only five years 
after going down on bended 
knee to the Government to be 
asked to be given the freehold 
of the theatre". 

The Coliseum was a terrific 
theatre with great acoustics 


and splendid sight lines, he 
said. “And frankly, to give them 
money for a new bouse when 
they cannot successfully man- 
age a splendid old one would be 
grist to the mill for all those 
who think too much Lottery 
money is being tipped down the 
drain." 

What is the alternative? 
Well, the ENO wfli tell you that 
there isn’t one. but that is not 
entirely true. The best alter- 
native,’ as they will privately 
concede, would be to expand its 
present site to rectify the most 
critical of its problems: the lack 


Of storage for sets, currently 
held overnight in Kent, and the 
absence of rehearsal rooms. 

This is not an cast- thing to 
do, but it Is not impossible, if 
Westminster City Council is 
willing to help, afong with the 
heritage agencies (the 1904 
Coliseum is Grade II*). One 
option, which would immed- 
iately help, would be to ration- 
alise the company's split sites. 

A major ENO complaint is 
that their transport staff are 
forced to drive up and down 
from Kent every day to store 
the sets. The chorus has to 
rehearse in Hampstead, the 
orchestra in Hackney, and the 
singers down the road from the 
theatre in the Friends' Meeting 
House. Perhaps it would have 
been belter to spend ihc 
£l.3ftm lavished on the 300- 
page feasibility study on an all- 
out blitz to find a multi-purpose 
space somewhere near to the 
Leicester Square area. 

There are other options, too. 
One of the main constraints of 
the Coliseum is that the stage 
is 14ft below street level, which 
requires that scenery has to be 
wheeled up a 28-degrec ramp 
twice daily. What about putting 
lottery money into a lift, to ease 
the pressure on backstage staff? 

Nor does it appear wholly 
impossible to expand the 
theatre's site - which, at an 
estimated cost of £100m. is 
likely to prove cheaper than 
building a new theatre in the 
wasteland of King's Cross or 
Bankside. 

It emerged yesterday that 
the company had held discus- 
sions with "Westminster City 
Council about expanding side- 
ways into Mays Court, the 
pedestrianised "road that runs 
along the left side of the Coli- 
seum as you face the entrance. 
This would give the theatre 
perhaps 100ft more space, 
enough to solve the most criti- 
cal problems of rehearsal space 
and set storage. 

Another option, which the 
company has not fully explored, 
would be to buy the adjacent 
flats belonging to the Peabody 
Trust in order to expand back- 
stage: and incidentally end the 
problem of late night oper- 
ations inconveniencing tenants. 

It might also solve another 
previously unforeseen prob- 
lem: the’ “edifice complex" 
induced by the lavish funds of 
the lorteiy. Could the ENO's 
determination to acquire a 
state-of-the-art new theatre be 
anything to do with the up- 
grading of the Royal Opera 
House along the road? Or. as 
one observer suggested yester- 
day, a case of having ey es" bigger 
than their brains? 


How Rome dealt with a turbulent priest 

Does the e xcommunicatio n of a radical theologian signal a return to Inquisition? By Paul Vallely 


T hev did not bother with the 
bell, book and candle at the 
Vatican at the weekend when 
the Congregation for the Doctrine of 
the Faith - formerly known as the 
Holy Office of the Inquisition - pro- 
nounced a sentence of excommuni- 
cation on a priest from Sn Lanka in 
. what was the harshest penalty m liv- 
ing memory applied agamst a Catholic 

^Swbwere the appurtenances of 
^communication m fanner times. Tb 
the ostracism of a contumaous 
• and obdurate offender^ ceremony 
S was performed. Tbe oOeMdne 
; dosed the book that symbohses the 

book of life. Then the candle vduch 

• represents the soul 
hurling it to the ground. FrnaUy ffie 
bell was tolled, as for one who has 

weekend a Vatican official 

issfezrsA’s 

■:S£2ass.*s 

f*? 1 . 0 * thl B J3 also denied that Maty 

! i was assumed into 

1 d2&> and - signifi- 

^ n _ q ^;-on“d,ba.thc^pe-, 

utfalkble. heavy-duty stuff. 

; ‘ If true, 1 extreme penalty to 
Even so, w 72-year-old priest 

, be inflicted on y ^ qaes ri 0n . 

rT^ fc d 22ES?iSp * atfape - 

.Inthepa^beh^^ theolog T 
i difficulties arose 



Sri 1 ™ka T where only 8 per cent of 
the population are Christians. As 
part of an inter-faith dialogue, he 
undertook to “rethink the key dog- 
mas of the Christian tradition" to 
make them understandable to the 
majority. The Hindus and Buddhists 
have particular difficulty with origi- 
nal sin and Christianity’s idea of 
humanity born alienated from its 
creator. 

There was, of course, more to it 

than that Fir Balasurtya is one of Asms 

leading liberation theologians. He 
argues that insights from seadansm 
SSMandsm can help to purify reh- 
SL He wants a fired retirement age 
for tiie Pope. When his toed I bishops 
distorted his views in condemning 
them, he issued the local equivalent of 

* fcSrS* controversially, 
ha Ttried w reclaim Mary, die mother 
ofJesnis from the centuries of pious 

daS and Catholic superstition, 
traditional Mary “is a Mary of 


the capitalist, patriarchal, colonialist 
First World of Christendom,” be 
says. Yet the Mary of the Gospels is 
a strong, working-class woman whose 
Magnificat looked to the overthrow 
of the powerful. The real Mary should 
be not a “comforter of the disturbed” 
but a “disturber of the comfortable" 

Dearly, all this was extremely irri- 
tating to the church hierarchy, both 
locally and m Rome (the Pope’ is par- 
ticularly keen on Mary). But it was not 
heresy. There are two types of ex- 
communication. The usual kind, pro- 
nounced ferendae sentendae , comes 
after a formal trial. But in very rare 
instances, bias scnienriac t it is trig- 
gered automatically. 

Offences that provoke the latter 
include heresy, schism, apostasy, lay- 
ing violent hands on the Pope and 
procuring abortion. For priests, it also 
comes for “scattering the sacred 
species" (profanation of the Eucharis- 
tic host), breaking the seal of the con- 
fessional and “giving absolution to an 


accomplice in the sin against the sixth 
commandment" - code for tbe priest's 
own mistress. Bishops can incur it by 
ordaining other bishops without the 
permission of Rome - which is what 
finish ed off the last cleric to be excom- 
municated, Archbishop Marcel Lefeb- 
vre, in 1988, after causing a schism in 
the church in France in revolt against 
the reforms of the Second Vatican 
Council. 

Excommunication, which forbids 
individuals to attend church services 
or to receive tbe sacraments, was first 
recorded in AD325 at the Council of 
Nicaea. But it was a common punish- 
ment in medieval times. After the 
Reformation, Lhc Protestants took it 
up: in the Book of Common Prayer, 
the 33rd Article of Religion is headed: 
"Of Excommunicate Persons, hew they 
am to be avoided ". But it has faded 
from use this century. 

The last excommunication In the 
UK is thought to have been in 1907, 
of a Jesuit priest, George ‘fyreU, who 


was denied a Catholic funeral after 
publicly critidsiiig an encyclical by the 
ultra-conservative Pope Pius X. Else- 
where, ironically enough, it bas been 
used, albeit rarely, chiefly against 
extreme traditionalists, such as the 
American Jesuit Leonard Feeny, who 
in 1953 persisted in preaching extra 
eccelsiam nulla salus - that only 
Catholics could be saved. 

The trend in the Church has been 
in the opposite direction. Vatican 11 
declared that the “Catholic Church 
rejects nothing which is true and holy 
in these religions" which “often reflect 
a ray of that Truth which enlightens all 
men". Fr Balasuriya, It seems, has 
taken this too far. 

Or has be? When he was sum- 
moned before the Church’s magis- 
terium, he asked for a letter to be 
passed to the Rape answering in detail 
the 58 instan ces where he claimed his 
views had been distorted by the offi- 
cial inquirers. The reply came in a 
single word. His response was “unsat- 
isfactory" because he had declined to 
sign a spetdalfy-devised Profession of 
Faith drawn up by Rome. 

The priest offered to sign the ear- 
lier Credo drawn up by Pope Paid VL 
Rome's was too Eurocentric in its 
Christology and unbalanced in its 
emphasis on papal infallibility and the 
impossibility of women ever being 
ordained. It was riddled with "serious 
historical, theological and scriptural 
problems", according to one Indian 
Jesuit, Samuel Rayan. who has seen iL 
No self-respecting theologian would 
sign. In it, he said, one heard “not the 
voice of the Good Shepherd" but “the 
voice of the Inquisition of shameful 
memoiy". 

Tissa Balasuriya may simply be the 
victim of an am bilious bishop and an 
ecclesiastical power struggle within his 
native land. Or his fate may be a sign 
of the waxing authoritarianism of an 
ageing ailing Pope. The bell, book and 
candle may yet re-emerge before John 
Paul n dies. 


Will you help save 
Jenny’s life tonight? 



Jenny sleeps in a shop doorway - but not to queue 
for the sales. She's there because she's homeless. All 
she wanes this winter is co survive — but without help, 
she may not. 

Jenny has learned to cope with dirt, hunger and illness 
- but harsh weather could finish her off. Last winter, in 
London alone, 74 people perished while sleeping rough. 
You can help Jenny - and hundreds like her - make it 
through winter. Send £25 to Crisis today. We'll use it to 
give a vulnerable homeless person food, warmth and 
shelter at one of our emergency cold weather shelters. 

£25 is a small price to pay to save a human life. But it" 
could be the most important saving you’ll ever make. 


Crisis Winter Emergency 


I Yes, I’ll keep homeless people warm: | 
*□£15 □ £25 □ £50 □ £250' other £ { 

[ I enclose a cheque made payable co Crisis. OR debit my: 

I i-i ■ — 1 1 — 1 — . x c * 


| □ Visa HU Access □ Sw'rtch + other 

I Card no. / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / 
j f Last; three digits of Switch card no. 

| Expiry date t — Signature 


I 

/I 


_L_L_ Switch issue no. 1 


I 

| Gifts of £250 cr more are worth almost a third extra co ui under Gift Aid $ 


Name (caps) Mrfllrs/M* . 
Address — 




Postcode. 



* OR please phone ow donation line 0500 10 99 99 
I Crisis. PO Box 13295, Freepost E0O379I, London El IBR Oonc Ns°" I 

L_ _ pj 
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J31 Treanor 

Banking Correspondent 


The prospect of a boom in the 
housing market is driving up City 
estimates of the value of bonus- 
es to be paid by the Woolwich 
Building Society when it con- 
verts to a bank, and is expected 
to give a similar boost to the val- 
ue of the Halifax and other con- 
verting societies. 

This emerged yesterday as 
Woolwich promised its Z57m 
members sham payouts worth an 
average of £1,233 when it floats 
on the stock market on 7 July. 

Woolwich has rejected the 
controversial flat-rate payment 
chosen by Alliance & Leicester, 
and will instead link bonuses to 
the size of account and the 
length of time it has been held. 

Industry experts said the val- 


uation has gone up because the 
recovery in the housing market 
has fiieUed share price rises at 
Abbey National and Lloyds 
TSB. These are among the 
benchmark shares used to help 
set the stock market value of the 
converting societies. There are 
also fewer qualifying members 
than expected, raising the 
average bonus. 

The rise in the benc hmar k 
shares also brings good news for 
the 9 minion investors at the 
Halifax Bunding Society, who 
should get precise details of then- 
payments later this week. 

Analysts estimate the Hali- 
fax’s flotation is now worth at 
least £l2bu, up from initial es- 
timates of £10bn, so members 
could get shares averaging at 
least £1,400 when it floats in the 
summer. Northern Rock's flota- 
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tion is now expected to top flbn. 
The Woolwich wiU hold a vote 
on its flotation on 11 February 
although most members are ex- 
pected to vote before Lhen by 
post 

John Stewart, chief executive, 


and his wife win receive 1,474 
free shares for membership 
rights held as depositors or as 
mortgage borrowers with the 
society. 

But be and his fellow direc- 
tors are foregoing share payouts 


to be made to employees and 
wiU not have any share incentive 
schemes until 1998. 

“By that tune well have a set- 
tled share price and h wfll be fair 
to do that. This way there's com- 
plete transparency and no ques- 


tion of any of the directors 
benefiting from the flotation." 
he said. 

The total cost of the flotation 
is£49m. of which £65ta will even- 
tually go in fees to Schroders, the 
investment bank advising Wool- 


wich. Schroders and BZW, which 

is acting as stockbroker, estimate 

the Woolwich would have had a 
market capitalisation of between 
£2.96 hn - £3-38 bn. and a mid- 

value of £3.17bn. bad the con- 
version hJUipencd on 20 
December 1996. 

This implies a price per share 
of between 1 75 and 200p which 
gives a mid-price of 1872 pence. 

Each of the 257 million peo- 
pie who qualify as members will 
receive a basic distribution of 
450 free shares, which will be 
worth £844 at the mid-price of 
lS7-5p per share. 

The Woolwich said 1.1m of 
tijese members, who are investors 
of at least two years' standing, will 
get an additional distribution of 
up to iflOO more shares, de- 
pending on the balances in their 
accounts on key dates. 


Spending 


spree raises 
rate fears 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


Fresh evidence yesterday on the 
scale of the seasonal spending 
spree will put the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer under intense 
pressure to increase the cost of 
borrowing. The Governor of the 
Bank of England is likely to urge 
Kenneth Clarke to act at next 
week's monthly meeting. 

Figures published by the 
Bank showed that the amount 
of cash in circulation rose more 
than expected last month. The 
most important component of 
the narrow money measure, 
M(J, it pointed to a strong up- 
ward trend in spending. 

Separate reports put flesh on 
the bones of the official statis- 
tics. Bardavcard said Christmas 
Eve spending on plastic by its 
customers set a record of £1,700 
a second. The bank's cash ma- 
chines dispensed £378m in the 
week before Christmas, 12 per 
cent more than the same week 
in the previous year. 

John Lewis, the department 
store and supermarket group, 
described sales in the three 
days before Christmas and the 
first day of its clearance sale as 
“outstandingly strong". This 
followed turnover at a record 
£60m in its department stores 
in the week before Christmas. 

Share prices rose yesterday, 
driven by a further surge on 
Wall Street where analysts re- 
turned to work optimistic about 
US economic prospects. The 
FTSE 100 index ended 17 
points higher at 4,106.5, while 
the Dow Jones industrial aver- 
age climbed above 6,600 in 
morning trading. 

Yet the overwhelming ma- 
jority of City analysts believe 
that UK base rates will rise by 
a quarter point to 6.25 per cent 
either after next week’s mone- 


tary meeting or at the folkwing 
one in early February. The bet- 
ting in the financial futures 
market is that rates will be a full 
point above their present level 
by the end of June. 

“The decision is clear. It is a 
question of when rather than if 
it is taken," said Kevin Gardiner 
at investment bank Morgan 
Stanley. 

Even those economists .who 
reckon the economy is not as 
overheated as buoyant con- 
sumer spending makes it seem 
agree that the move will take 
place. “Kenneth Clarke will 
find himself under heavy pres- 
sure to raise base rates in either 
January or February," said 
Jonathan Loynes at HSBC 
Markets. 

Figures for the number of 
people claiming unemployment 
benefit in December, due the 
same day as the next meeting 
between Mr Clarke and Eddie 
George, could provide political 
cover for abase rate rise if they 
fall sharply for the second 
month running. Waiting for the 
preliminary estimate of GDP 
growth in the final quarter, 
due at the end of Januaiy, 
would be the excuse for delay. 

Yesterday's statistics showed 
a 0.9 percent increase in MO last 
month, with the annual growth 
rate slowing to 7.1 per cent. 
Notes and coin in circulation 
rose 0.7 per cent during the 
month, with their annual 
growth unchanged at 7.4 per 
cent. Both have remained above 
7 per cent since June. 

The narrow money measure 
is not an accurate guide to 
month-to-month changes in 
spending but gives a reasonable 
guide to retail sales trends. 

The figures took the pound 
briefly above DM2.66 but it 
closed nearly unchanged at 
DM2.6369. 


Key players (clockwise from top left): Brian Clough; Irving Scholar; Marjorie Scardino; illustrious supporter Ken Clarke; Phil Soar; Lawrie Lewis; Nigel Clough; 
star player Dean Saunders; Nigel Wray; former and present managers Frank Clark and Stuart Pearce; and Sandy Anderson Photomontage- Jonathan Anstee 


Nottingham Forest bidder switches camps 


Nigel Cope 


The increasingly complex bat- 
tle for control of Nottingham 
Forest took a dramatic twist last 
night when one of the bidders 
switched camps just hours 
ahead of crunch vote on the 
club’s ownership. 

As shareholders travelled to 
Forest's City Ground to vote on 
a £13m offer by Porterbrook 
Leasing chief Sandy Ander- 
son, Blenheim Exhibitions 
founder Lawrie Lewis threw his 
weight behind the Andenson 
faction. Mr Lewis had previ- 
ously pulled out of a rival group 


bidding for Forest which in- 
cluded former Tottenham chair- 
man Irving Scholar and local 
businessman Phil Soar. Yes- 
terday Mr Lewis offered to in- 
ject £3m in cash into Forest in 
return for a minority share- 
holding in the Anderson group. 

Mr Anderson needed 75 per 
cent of last night's vole to se- 
cure victory, though a dub 
spokesman said he was unlike- 
ly to succeed. The sudden 
switch was just one of a series 
of fresh moves yesterday as ri- 
val groups jockeyed for position 
in the bid battle for the belea- 
guered Premiership club. 


The Irving Scholar-Phil Soar 
camp, which has already lined 
up Burford Holdings chairman 
Nigel Wray, attended the meet- 
ing to distribute leaflets to For- 
est shareholders. 

Marjorie Scardino. the new 
Pearson chief executive, yes- 
terday denied any formal in- 
volvement with the Wray bid. 
But she admitted that her hus- 
band, Albert, was acting as a 
“scour" to alLract US and Ca- 
nadian investors to the consor- 
tium. 

Though the new Pearson chief 
clearly has more than a passing 
interest in the Forest situation. 


she stressed that the involvement 
of the Scardino household was 
separate from her role at Pear- 
sou. Mr Scardino was in Not- 
tingham last night where he was 
due to vote as a proxy and was 
talking bullisWy of a Fewest deaL 
“I have no forinal involvement 
but I am very interested and may 
end up investing in one of more 
of the consortia." 

Meanwhile Grant Bovey, the 
video entrepreneur, resuscitat- 
ed his bid yesterday after re- 
ceiving backing from the Dixon 
Corporation, a European con- 
struction group owned by an 
Andorran- based company, if 


the Anderson offer fails to win 
shareholder approval, Mr 
Bovey will offer to lend Forest 
the casb to complete the pur- 
chase of Nigel Clough from 
Manchester City. He also said 
he would increase his offer to 
a £15ra cash injection on com- 
pletion and a further £5m to 
shareholders. A further £10m 
would be available in the close 
season, he said. 

If the Anderson bid does 
succeed, it is expected he will 
quit as a director of Stage- 
coach, the company which ac- 
quired Porterbrook last year, to 
become Forest’s chief executive. 


Ofwal savages Severn Trent 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


The water watchdog, Ofwat, 
yesterday launched a public 
assault on one of the biggest pri- 
vatised water companies, Sev- 
ern Trent, foT failing to meet its 
investment targets by £100m in 
just two years. 

The tough criticism of Severn 
Trent's investment spending, 
in a published letter from tbe 
head of Ofwat’s central cus- 
tomer service committee, 
comes as Ian Byatt. the indus- 
try regulator, is starting work on 
a comprehensive review of the 
companies' five-year price lim- 
its, brought forward following 


widespread concern that they 
were too generous. 

Mr Byatt is also expected this 
month to name individual com- 
panies that have failed to invest 
the sums laid out in the con- 
troversial existing price formula, 
which allows bills to rise try more 
than inflation ro fund huge 
capital spending programmes. 

He is Ukely to ask some com- 
panies not to raise bills for the 
financial year starting in April 
by as much as the price regime 
would allow, though Ofwat has 
no power to force them to 
comply. 

The letter, from dive Wilkin- 
son, who chairs the Ofwat cus- 
tomer committee, to Brian 


Duckworth, managing director 
of Severn Trent's main water 
business, claimed the company 
had spent £3 00m on invest- 
ment in 1995, while the price 
cap allowed for spending of 
more than £400m. Though in- 
vestment last year rose to 
£4 10m, this included outside 
grants, which meant Severn 
Trent had underspent by 
around £100m in the first two 
years of the five-year price for- 
mula. 

Mr Wilkinson also savaged 
the company's decision to boost 
discretionary investment by a to- 
tal of £244m. He said: “What 
you were doing is replacing 
planned expenditure, which you 


are underspending, with so- 
called additional expenditure. 
The effect will be that Severn 
Trent will not spend a penny of 
additional expenditure over the 
five years." 

He described as “outra- 
geous" the idea that the com- 
pany would ask customers to 
pay a rate of return on the 
£244m in the next price review 
currently under way. The letter 
said any reductions in invest- 
ment should be shared with cus- 
tomers as well as shareholders. 
Though Mr Byatt has refused to 
reveal which firms could be 
asked to limn price rises, the let- 
ter raised the prospect Severn 
Trenl could be on the IisL 


Airbus production to double as 
it meets orders for 326 planes 


Michael Harrison 


Airbus Industrie, the Euro- 
pean aircraft manufacturer, 
yesterday announced plans to 
almost double production over 
the next two years following a 
bumper year for orders in 1996. 

Deliveries will rise from 126 
last year to 183 this year and 
some 220 next as Airbus rides 
the crest of a boom in demand 
for new jets. 

Boeing of the LIS, the world's 
largest pfanemaker, has also an- 
nounced plans to more than 
double output from its Seattle 
base and has been taking on ex- 


tra staff at a rate of 1,000 a 
month to cope with increased 
production levels. 

The Airbus announcement is 
a boost for British Aerospace, 
which owns a 20 per cent stake 
in the four-nation consortium 
and makes wings for the Airbus 
range at its Chester plant in 
North Wales. It came as Airbus 
announced that it won total firm 
orders last year for 326 aircraft 
worth $23.6bn. Boeing is ex- 
pected to announce shortly that 
its orders last year reached 
about 650, worth $48bn - the 
second highest on record. 

Meanwhile Airbus said its 


four partners were Ukely to 
sign a memorandum of under- 
standing this week paving the 
way for its conversion into a full 
commercial limited company. 

At present. Airbus is struc- 
tured as a Groupment cTInterct 
Economique, in which the four 
partners charge Airbus for as- 


sembly work and account sep- 
arately for profit and loss. 


arately for profit and loss, 
leaving Airbus as little more 
than a design and sales opera- 
tion. 

The binding MOU will com- 
mit the partners to placing their 
Airbus manufacturing opera- 
tions into the new company. 


It expects 60,000 of ib» savers 
to be entitled to tbe maximum 
distribution of 2.450 shares. If 
those savers also hold mor tgag e 
with the society they win receive 
2,900 free shares. . 

Members whoare not eligible 
to vote, because they had less 
than £100 in their accounts on 
31 December. 1996, or because 
they are under IS, wiB receive a 
cash bonus of 10 per cent of the 
value of their investment on 31 
December, 1996. 

The society had cast some 
doubts on the’ publication of its 
transfer document because of a 
new Building Societies Bill which 
means societies that become 
banks will lose a five-year 
protection against takeovers if 
they make bids for other finan- 
cial institutions. 

Comment, page 17 



Blue 
Circle 
strikes 
job deal 


Barrie dement 

Labour Editor 


Britain's biggest cement manu- 
facturer has struck a ground- 
breaking deal which gives its 

2,000 workforce a job security 
guarantee for up to five years. 

In a notoriously volatile sector, 
Blue Circle has also agreed a 
“framework" arrangement for 
pay as part of an accord which 
was yesterday hailed as “agenda 
setting" by senior Labour Party 
politicians. It was thought to her- 
the first such agreement in tbcM 
construction sector. 

The deal gives most employ- 
ees inflation-plus increases for 
three years, but with a pay freeze 
next year for distribution work- 
ers. 

The inflation-proofed agree- 
ment awards skilled employees, 
production workers and while 
collar staff an increase of 025 per 
cent above the Retail Price Index 
. giving them a rise of 2^5 per cent 
from 1 January this year. 

Their agreement - guaran- 
teeing that there will be no 
compulsory redundancies - lasts 
an initial three years, but can be 
“rolled over". 

As part of a separate five year 
deal distribution workers, main- 
ly tony drivers, have beenaward- 
ed 35 percent plus £200 this year 
and a promise that the working 
week wfll be cut by one hour in 
return for improved productiv- 
ity. Next year, however, the 
Transport and General Workers' 
Union has agreed to a pay/y 
freeze. 

Thereafter a pay review struc- 
ture will take into account pay 
levels elsewhere among road 
hauliers. Modest one-off pay- 
ments will be made when Blue 
Circle drivers are seen to earn 
more than the average among 
large companies and a tracfidonaJ 
“consolidated" rise when they 
have fallen behind the going rare. 

Lorry drivers' leaders have 
been assured that the distribu- 
tion function wfll not be “con- 
tracted out". The drivers haw 
agreed to improve “customer 
care” and to the introduction of 
new technology. 

Ross Dunn, personnel direc- 
tor at Blue Circle Cement, said 
the increased flexibility afford- 
ed by the deals would maximise 
production. “We now have com- 
mitment from employees with- 
out fear," he said. .* 

Allan Black, national officeV 
at the GMB general union, said 
the accord was built on job se- 
curity, which his members had 
been keen to prosecute, rather 
than increased pay. 

While the cement group, 
which commands 50 per cent of 
the UK market, pasted a 12 per 
cem increase in its interim prof- 
its to £ 1 16m, it experienced a 21 
per cent drop in taxable returns 
to £24m from its British cement 
operation. 




1996 car sales break 
the 2 million barrier 
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New car sales last year rose by 
more than 4 per cent, breaking 
through the 2 million barrier for 
the first time since 1990 after a 
stronger-than-expected increase 
during December, the Society 
of Motor Manufacturers and 
Traders will reveal today, writes 
Chris Godsmark. 

The figures, a closely moni- 
tored barometer for the econ- 
omy as a whole, will show total 
sales for 1996 of some 
2,030,000, compared with the 
1,945,366 cars registered in 
1995. Sales in December could 
have risen by almost 12 per cent, 
to more than 80,000. following 


a disappointing drop of 5.4 per 
cent in November. However im- 
ports are likely to have ac- 
counted for more than 60 per 
cent of all cars sold in 1996 com- 
pared with 54 per cent the pre- 
vious year. 

The figures win worry the 
established top. three, manu- 
facturers; Ford, Vauxhail and 
Rover, which continued to lo:~ 
market share, with importer 
Volkswagcns and Fiats doing 
particularly wdL Preliminary 
data suggests Fiord's sales last 
year were down by. more ihart 
2 per cent to around 43U,tiUn. 
with a similar drop for Vhuxhall. 
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Annual bonus declarations a meaningless ritual 




These glowing 
progress reports do : 
not change an awful 
truth about this 
industry- that though 
well intentioned 
enough, it is basically 
in the business of 
ripping people off 


I Is that lime of year again; the annual and 
now almost ritual declaration of terminal 
bonuses paid on with-profits endowment and 
pensions policies. General Accident kicked 
off the season yesterday. Over the next few 
weeks there will be loads of similar an- 
nouncements. Each January, millions of pol- 
icyholders wait to see how much they might 
get - were their policies to mature this year. 
For the vast majority, they won't mature this 
year. The bulk of with-profits endowment 
policies were sold at the height of the 1980s 
housing boom and, if they have been kept 
going this long. stiLI have many years to run. 

Using today's figures to project 15 years 
into the future is a pointless exercise. Nor do 
any of these glowing progress reports change 
an awful truth about this industry - that 
though well intentioned enough, it is bas icall y 
in the business of ripping people off. 

Let’s be clear about this. Policies held 
through to maturity generally perform rea- 
sonably well. Provided you keep up the pay- 
ments right through to maturity the returns 
are good. Those who do not, however, pay 
an extremely high penalty. And unfortu- 
nately, that happens to he the majority. 

According to John Chapman, a consultant 
who used to work on these matters at the 
Office of Fair Trading, there is widespread 
manipulation of charges and surrender penal- 
ties 10 project or achieve high maturity pay- 
outs and as a consequence the illusion of good 
value. He’ll soon have prepared an analysis 
to demonstrate this contention (watch these 


pages). Commission disclosure and other 
reforms designed 10 make this a less upaque 
industry seem to have done nothing to cor- 
rect the problem. Early surrender rales 
remain as high as ever. Generally such savers 
end up as net losers: it costs them to save. 

There is an obvious riposte to this line of 
attack and it is this - that those who take out 
with-profit policies know what they are let- 
ting themselves in for. But even accepting 
this is true, which is debatable, there's got 
to be something wrong with an industry 
which actually requires savers to fall by the 
wayside to deliver reasonable value to those 
who struggle through to the finishing line. 

With a bit of luck all these iniquities 
should ultimately prove self correcting. 
Greater transparency, together with more 
savvy and financially Literate consumers, will 
force these companies to transform them- 
selves. In the meantime, however, regulators 
urgently need 10 step in and do something. 
Mr Chapman’s call for the development of 
a published rating system, forcing companies 
to cite surrender values at various stages of 
maturity, would seem a reasonable start. 


GB Railways steams 
towards rich pickings 


I f the initials GWR stood for God’s Won- 
derful Railway, then GBR surely stands 
for God's Bounteous Railway. Whereas the 


Great Western Railway was strictly for Vic- 
torian train buds, however, GBR, or GB Rail- 
ways. is for folk interested in making serious 
amounts of money. 

In its newly-quoted form as an AIM 
stock, GB Railways, proud owner of the 
Anglia Railways franchise, came out of the 
sidings like an express train yesterday, rac- 
ing to a 1 10 per cent premium. That’ much 
was. perhaps, to be expected following the 
example set by Prism Rail, another AIM 
vehicle, for making monkeys out of the 
Department of Transport. 

Those who have followed Prism’s dizzy 
rise will be familiar with the formula adopted 
bv GB Railways for the franchises it hopes 
to pick up. 

The directors, led by Lord Sheppard, for- 
mer chairman of Grand Met. have mag- 
nanimously volunteered to fund the costs of 
the next bid for Thameslink themselves. If 
they arc successful, they are in Lrainspoltcrs’ 
heaven with share options worth £2.63m at 
last night's closing price against an exercise 
price of just £9,000. A nice little earner if you 
arc a director of GB Railways but a 
hideously expensive way of raising capital if 
you are an outside shareholder. 

Still, perhaps we should not be too churl- 
ish. The founders of Prism and GB Railways 
were prepared to risk their necks when the 
Government could not get big players in the 
transport industry to take the - railways off its 
hands for love or money. All the same, the 
risk factor was rather lessened bv the sight 


of Sir George Young on the footplate shov- 
elling public subsidies into the furnace bv the 
bucketload. 

His former franchising director. Roger 


Salmon, devised a way of allowing taxpayers 

Tfi them to 


to share in the bonanza by enabling 
claw back a proportion of super-profits. Sir 
George rejected the advice on the grounds 
that such a move might deter bidders. With 
the kind of riches to be had at GB Railways 
and elsewhere, who was he kidding? 


Bonanzas that 
keep getting bigger 


Tf privatisation was Mrs Thatcher s gift to 
Athe middle class, a way of scllingfl worth 
of shares for 5Up, what should we make of 
this year's building society and insurance de- 
mutualisations, where you don’t even have 
to put up any money in advance to get the 
loot? 

.All the signs are pointing to an even big- 
ger bonanza than originally anticipated - a 
net distribution of perhaps as much as 
£25bn. including Norwich Union. This is con- 
siderably more than earlier estimates and 
enough to give a powerful kick to consumer 
spending. Individually these are relatively 
small amounts, widely spread. All the same, 
they are a lot bigger’ that the sort of gains 
made from privatisation and the old theory 
that most of the monev will remain on de- 


^aker by the week, as con- 
confidence rises ahead of the election. 
I.,,, jc "“?*"• boom in the housing raar- 
thu U P predictions of the size of 

or OT UlS ' ^ wiping to drive up the shares 
tsb* ? l hc . Abbey National and 
hi - , s which will provide the pricing 
ali fo y building society demutu- 

..i_ , 1 “? al n^ght sound like a virtuous cir- 
f:u .. h ® Tore MP in a marginal seat, but in 
... '- n? “ 'I' not be a> many winners in this 

**med at firet sight. 
ls [he most obvious downside of 
£* nau £ boom these notations helped 

Pftnumalisation has also meant 
^ for customers. Members locked 
u . * [he lure of bonuses do not need to be 
7 wmpcihivc interest rates. Nonh- 
[wck has already put its standard mort- 
JJf !? Ie hj*! f j* percentage point above those 
fSSK?* 1 * m,cnd 10 remain mutual. On 
a mnrtgage that makes a mortgagee 

approximately £250 a year worse off. Sfieh 
would eat rapidly into a £1.000 bonus. 

It used hi he argued that rates would uun- 
We afler the payouts, as real o .mpetiiicm set 
m agam. but that Ls le.ss likeh now because 
of rising demand for mortgages. But let’s not 
be churlish. TTiere ls Muncihing at least that 
the Woolwich should he congratulated on - 
yesterday s announcement That it will pav 
members according u. the size of their ac- 
counts and the length of time they have had 
them, shaming Alliance & Leicester, which 
insisted nn a rial rate payment to all savers. 
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Debut by GB Rail 
nets founders 


£2m paper profit 


Patrick Tooher 


Six founding shareholders in GB 
Railways, including former 
Grand Metropolitan chairman 


Lord Sheppard, made an instant 
rofit of t 


paper profit of over £2.2m yes- 
terday when shares in the rail 
franchise operator more than 
^doubled on their first day of 
trading. 

The six directors who sub- 
scribed for 275,000 shares via a 
placing with investors retain a 
23.1 percent stake in the com- 


pany, worth £4 .3m at last night’s 
j. Tbt 


dosing price of 2102>p. The 
options are in addition to 1.75 
million shares they were grant- 
ed at the placing price of 10 Op. 

The hefty premium immedi- 
ately sparked a political row as 
the Labour Party attacked the 
flotation. 

“This is the latest evidence of 
the Tory privatised gravy train 
steaming ahead,” said Andrew 
Smith, shadow transport secre- 
tary. 

“The general travelling pub- 
lic in East Anglia will be out- 
raged that six directors walked 
off with millions of pounds 
worth of shares in a day, asa re- 
sult of speculation rather than 
any improvement to the railway. 

^ “It is all the more scandalous 
% as neither the general public nor 


Anglia railway employees were 
able to buy shares in the priva- 
tised GB Railway company.” 

Net proceeds of £6.3m from 
the placing by Guinness Mahon 
on the Alternative Investment 
Market will be used to meet 
funding requirements for Anglia 
Railways, the company's first 
rail operation , which runs 
trains from London, Ipswich 
and Norwich. But they stand to 
make even greater windfall 
gains if GB Railways is awarded 
the London-based Thameslink 
rail franchise for which it has 
been short-listed. 

Under a controversial 
scheme, the six directors have 
been granted options to buy 1.2 
millioD shares at 0.75p, equal to 
up to 11.11 per cent of the 
shares needed to fund the 
Thameslink franchise. 

The share and options pack- 
age recognises the unspecified 
cost incurred by the directors 
over several years in bidding for 
an unspecified number of pas- 
senger rail franchises. 

It bears many similarities to 
the scheme devised for execu- 
tives at Prism Rail, the only 
other pure rail operator quoted 
on the stock market. 

“It’s a very similar set-up to 
the Prism, but it is not to the 
same extent,” said Mark Cun- 


ningham of Panmure Gordon, 
brokers to the issue. 

Last month the seven 
founder investors of Prism Rail 
which like GB Railways was set 
up to lender for passenger train 
franchises, were awarded free 
shares worth £5.4m after un- 
veiling plans to finance their 
fourth successful bid. 

Details of the share bonan- 
za emerged as Prism announced 
a £12ra rights issue to help 
fund the contract to operate 
West Anglia Great Northern 
railway, the heavily-subsidised 
line which runs from London to 
Stansied airport, Cambridge 
and Peterborough. 

The founders already own 
just over a third of Prism's 
shares, worth more than £3 2m 
at last night's closing price of 
475p, compared to their plac- 
ing price in May of lOOp. 

Apart from Lord Sheppard, 
other GB Railway directors to 
gain yesterday included deputy 
chairman Jeremy Long and fi- 
nance director Simon Gunn 
and Canadian transport con- 
sultant Michael Schabas 

GB Railways will receive a 
subsidy of £35.9m in the first 
year of its seven year licence, de- 
clining to £6.3ra in 2003-4 and 
will invest in 20 four-car trains 
worth up to £S0m. 


‘Superman’ shakes up 
Hutchison Whampoa 


Stephen Vines 

Hong Kong 


Li Ka-shing, the most important 
player in Hong Kongs stock 
market, yesterday took in- 
vestors by surprise with a major 
restructuring of his four listed 
companies in the colony- He 
said the move would make his 
Hutchison Whampoa group 
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plans. Trading in the 
Mr Li’s companies was sus- 

plans are approved by 


shareholders and regulatory 
authorities Hutchison Wham- 
poa will make a general offer for 
the electricity utility Hongkong 
Electric, in which it already 
has a controlling interest. 

Hutchison will then transfer 
its existing 35.01 per cent hold- 
ing in Hongkong Electric to 
newly listed Cheung Kong In- 
frastructure, run by Mr Li’s 
eldest son Victor. The move 
may result in the privatisation 
of HK Electric. 

The parent company Cheung 
Kong will then transfer its entire 

shareholding in Cheung Kong 
Infrastructure to Hutchison for 
HK$20bn (£1-54 bn) worth of 
new shares in Hutchison, which 
will own 84.6 per cent of the 
infrastructure company. Cheung 
Kong will own 50 per cent of 
Hutchison. 

Despite the increased share- 
holdings there is no suggestion 
of any real management change 
because companies already con- 
trolled by Mr li are not famous 

for their autonomy- 

The net result of this reshuf- 
fling will be to position Hutchi- 


son as a big league infrastruc- 
ture business focusing on 
telecommunications, power 
generation and pons develop- 
ment. Although its main inter- 
ests lay in Asia, Hutchison has 
significant interests in Britain - 
its control of the recently listed 
Orange mobile telecommuni- 
cations company and its joint 
ownership of Britain's largest 
container port at Felixstowe, run 
with OCCL, the company pre- 
viously beaded by Tung Chee- 
hwa who will lead Hong Kong’s 
first post-colonial government. 

Cheung Kong, the parent 
company, will increase its hold- 
ing Id Hutchison but retain its 
focus on property development, 
the area of Mr Li’s expertise. 

Mr Li is known as Chiu yon 
(“Superman”) to the Chinese 
language press and most moves 
be makes are greeted with near- 
reflex approval. However some 
analysts yesterday were ex- 
pressing concerns about the 
possibility that high-growth 
Cheung Kong Infrastructure 
might be held back by low- 
growth Hongkong Electric. 



Costain chaos 
as fists fly 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 




Road rage: Costain's extraordinary meeting at London's Barbican centre was disrupted 
as Friends of the Earth protested against the building of the Newbury by-pass 


Costain’s second acrimonious 
extraordinary meeting in two 
weeks collapsed into chaos yes- 
terday after Newbury by-pass 
protesters stormed the stage at 
London's Barbican Centre and 
engaged an estimated SO blaz- 
ered security guards in an angry' 
fist fight. 

Ignoring a barrage of noise 
from around 50 shareholder- 
campaigners, the beleagured 
construction company’s new 
chairman, Azman Firdaus bin 
Sbafii. guided the meeting 
through a resolution to ap- 
prove the issue of new shares to 
Hendri Luhur. an Indonesian 
industrialist, and Kharafi. a 
Kuwaiti construction company 
that has become Costain's sec- 
ond-largest shareholder. 

He also conducted a separate 
extraordinary meeting to discuss 
whether any actions should be 
taken to deal with the fart that 


Costain's net assets had fallen 
below 50 per cent of its called- 
up share capital, a breach of the 
Companies Act. 

It was recommended that no 
further action was needed in ad- 
dition to the recently 
announced sale of Costain’s 
US coal mining assets and its 
one- third share in the Spital- 
fields development site in Lon- 
don. 

As well as repeated calls for 
the company to clarity its envi- 
ronmental policies. Cosiain was 
criticised for employing securi- 
ty guards without numbers to 
identify the more “thuggish”, 
and for the estimated £360.000 
pay-off due to Alan Lovell, 
who has resigned as chief ex- 
ecutive but remains on the 
board until a successor is found. 

One shareholder said: “Mr 
Lovell's pay-off is worth more 
than I have earned in my whole 
life. And 1 have never yet sunk 
a company through my incom- 
petence." 


Mobile 

phone 

market 

surges 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


Forecasts for growth of the 
British mobile phone market 
were raised yesterday after 
record figures for subscribers 
numbers were released by the 
two all-digital networks. Orange 
and OneZOne. 

The news gave a much 
needed boost to Orange shares, 
which rose 5p to close at 193p. 
Shares in Vodafone also bene- 
fited from the announcements, 
adding 7 jp to 251-5p. 

Orange added 125.000 cus- 
tomers to its networks between 
October and December, in- 
cluding an encouraging Christ- 
mas, its highest ever quarterly 
connections figures, taking total 
subscribers to 785.U0U. The net- 
work also grabbed 29 per cent 
of all new customers in the mar- 
ket last year, compared with 15 
per cent in 1995. 

Graham Howe, finance di- 
rector. claimed the 406,000 cus- 
tomers added in 1996 put the 
network clearly in second place 
behind Vodafone, with more 
than 1 million digital customers, 
but ahead of Cellnet and 
One20ne. However the chum 
rate, which measures how many 
customers switch to other op- 
erators, went up slightly from 
18.1 per cent in December 1995 
to 18.6 per cent at the end of last 
year. 

One20ne added 85.000 Sub- 
scribers in the last quarter of 
1996, to a total of 545,000. 


Raytheon pays $2.9bn for TI defence units 


DavKf Usbome 

New York 


sags 
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Martin. It may 8,50 h Pp st . Ils 
chances of absorbing Hughes 

Electronics, which is being put 
up for auction by US parent, 

General Motors. 

Raytheon was reported to 
have beaten competition from 
Northrop Gromman to spare the 
Ttxas industries businesses- 
Northrop Grumman 
to emerge as Raytheon s only se- 

ks, the final bids for vrfuchwere 
due for submission last night 


The sale of Hughes, which 
should fetch as much as $9bn. 
could become the last big trans- 
action in the mergers binge 
that has transformed the US de- 
fence industry since the end of 
the Cold War. The recent move 
by Boeing to acquire McDon- 
nell Douglas for about $14bn 
was principally driven by the at- 
tractiveness of McDonnell 
Douglas’ defence businesses. 

If Raytheon emerges as the 
winner in the race for Hughes 


also, some analysts would expect 
Northrop Grumman to struggle 
to survive as a free-standing 
company. 

Will Street welcomed the 
Raytheon -Texas Instruments 
match, boosting the shares of 
both companies. The deal, 
which should be closed in the 
second quarter barring any gov- 
ernment monopoly objections, 
would boost Raytheon's de- 
fence electronics ales to rough- 
ly $8bn a year. 
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GA points way 

to the end of 
falling bonuses 


Nic Ctcirtti 

Evidence that a long-term de- 
cline in payouts on maturing 
with-profits policies may be 
coming to an end was under- 
lined yesterday by General Ac- 
cident, the Scottish insurer, 
which said that bonuses paid on 
its endowments would remain 
broadly the same as last year. 

The company announced 
that the total payout on a 25- 
year endowment with premiums 
or £50 a month would be 
£1 15,554, almost £2,700 higher 
than the amount paid out this 
time last year, equal to a net an- 
nual yield of 13.9 per cent 

Payouts on maturing 15-year 
policies will also rise slightly, 
adding £348 to the £23,972 
achieved last year. 

However, General Accident 
said a 10-policy would pay £119 
less this year, at £10,289, than 
in 1996. Returns on a 20-year 
term dropped even more sub- 
stantially over the past 12 
months, from £58.044 to ' 
£54,914. 

Peter Hales, assistant gener- 
al manager at General Accident, 
said that the lower maturity 
value of a 20-year policy was ex- 
plained by the company's deci- 
sion to base its payouts on 
returns achieved during its life- 
time. 

“With 20-year terms, what we 
are seeing is the effect of the rise 
in the stock market in 1975, just 
after the crash a year earlier, dis- 
appearing from policies that 
were taken shortly after that 
time," Mr Hales said. 

He pointed out that returns 
on a with-profits pension poli- 
cy taken out 20 years ago were 
equivalent a grass yield of 15.4 
per cent a year. 

With-profits policies have 
annual bonuses attached to 
them plus a large final maturi- 
ty. The aim is to smooth returns 
over longer periods. 

Millions of endowments were 



fn the money: Peter Hales says he is confident returns on 
policies will be enough to pay off mortgages 


sold in the 1980s alongside in- 
terest-only mortgages. In recent 
years, doubts have been raised 
over whether maturing poli- 
cies will pay out. 

But Mr Hales added; “Wj are 
confident that the returns on 
our policies, not just 25-year or 
20-year with-profits endow- 
ments, but over 10 and 15 years 
too, trill be enough to ensure 
mortgages are paid off in full 
when they mature." 

General Accident's returns, 
which opened the beginning of 
the annual bonus season, come 
as Friends Provident, a small- 
er life insurer tipped as a 
takeover target, announced that 
it is cutting payouts on all bar 
its 25-year policies. 


On monthly premiums of 
£50, as before. Friends Provi- 
dent will pay out £60 more, at 
£103,719, than last year, but for 
20-year endowments, the pay- 
out fell again to £52,688, a de- 
cline of. £J,400 compared to 
1996. Over 10 years, payouts 
were more than 3 percent low- 
er at £9,786. 

Michael Doerr, group chief 
executive at Friends Provident, 
said the annual returns achieved 
by the company were 9.5 over 
10 years. 

This compared well with an 
average inflation rate of 4.5 a 
year over the past 10 years and 
returns of 2 per cent for a typ- 
ical building society share ac- 
count over the same period. 


AG Barr prepares to mix its 



AG Barr is tbat rather quaint institu- 
tion, an independent British soft 
drinks company. As local lemonade 
producers and bottlers fell to the big 
marketing guns of giant groups such 
as Coca-Cola, Barr and its 2k are be- 
coming a rare breed. 

The Glasgow-based maker of Im 
Bru has therefore done well to ding 
on to and actually increase its share of 
the market, which rose from 4.9 to 52 
per cent last year as sales across the in- 
dustry slumped 6 per cent after ex- 
ceptional s iimm er heat made 1995 a 
bumper year. 

But 1996 was all about plastic and 
factories, both of which hit profits. 

. Stripping out a £1.42m exceptional re- 
structuring charge last time, the pre- 
tax figure dipped from £6m to £5 .04m 
in the 12 months to 26 Octob er. A 50 
percent rise in the cost of PET the plas- 
tic used to make bottles, added more 
than £lm to costs in the year, while 
double running of factories during the 
opening of a new plant at Cumbernauld 
added a further £lm. 

The good news is that this year will 
be without either burden. The price of 
PET is back to where it was two-and- 
a-faalf years ago and Cumbernauld, 
which replaces three former factories, 
is fully operational. That will add 
around a quarter to existing capacity, 
which augurs well if the expected in- 
crease in consumer confidence this year 
i over into soft drinks. Margins will 
be augmented by cost savings 
worth £lm in a full year from the new 
facility. 

On top of that, Barr should see a sig- 
nificant reduction in its debt burden, 
which has climbed in the past two years 
under the impact of Cumbernauld. The 
forecast £4m drop in borrowings from 
around £12m at the year end should 
help cut an interest bill which soared 
from £370,000 to £1.04m last year. 

Early signs are encouraging, with 
Barr recording an 8 per cent rise in 
sales for the first two months of the cur- 
rent year. Despite the sad demise of 
lrn Bra's inspired former Scottish ad- 
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US giant could be aproblem. Even so, 
profits of at least £7m this year would 
put the shares, up Up at 325p, on a 
multiple of just 13. That looks good val- 
ue. 


Cautious Treatt 
disappoints 

Essential oils blender Treatt has one of 
the more exotic sounding busnesses on 
the stock market. As an investment over 
fee past year, however, it has been any- 
thing but glamorous. From a high of 
almost 400p a year ago, it has been 
downhill all the way and a worse set of 
full figures than expected yesterday sent 
the shares another 2 Op lower to 150p. 

Treatt was hit during the year by a 
collapse in the orange o2 market after 
a drought-inspired hike in fee price in 
1995 triggered one-off stock gains. 
Orange oil, which Treatt sells on to food 
and fragrance manufacturers, accounts 
for about 20 per cent of fee company's 
business and rapid falls in the price were 
the cause of heavy stock losses. 


Thar was the main factor behind a 
s.htmp in pre-tax profits from £3 34m 
to £l-52m, more than unwinding fee. 
one-off stock profits that had sent re- 
turns soaring from 1994’s £2m. Earn- 
. jugs per share fell from 233p to 11 3p, 
enough to cover a foil-year dividend of 
5.7p, up slightly from 1995’s 5.6p. 

The market had been warned about 
fee sharp fell in fee orange ofl price 
last July so there were no surprises 
there. What upset fee shares again yes- 
terday was a downbeat current trading 
statement which signalled a slow- 
down in the steady world-wide growth 
in demand for essentia] oils. As a base 
ingredient in a huge range of foods and 
fragrances, demand for these oils has 
been on an upward tack for years but 
cold weather last summer in Europe 
and fee US cut consumption of a num- 
ber of oil-consuming products such as 
yoghurt and ice cream and Treatt’s cus- 
tomers continue to destock. 

Arguably, that too can be seen as a 
one-off effect which doesn’t really 
change the on-going bull case for 
Treatt's market niche. And on the ba- 
sis of Panin ure Gordon’s 1997 forecast 
of £2m, the shares now trade on a pretty 
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Barr: at a glance 


Marital value: £63.1m, share price 325p 
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DfoWends per share (pence) 

63 

63 

73 ~ 830 
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Borrowings 

£m 
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moling Scotland's other national drink 
seems to be working, wife sales of the 
brand portfolio ahead. At the same 
time , own-brand sales through super- 
markets are down. 

This year trill see the launch onro an 
unsuspecting English market of a 
ready-mixed Bell’s whisky and lrn 
Bra concoction. 

Robin Barr,, the chairman whose 
family still controls. around a quarter 
of fee shares, is scathing about Richard 
Branson's attack on fee buy-out of 
Coca-Cola Schweppes Beverages, the 
market leader, by Coca-Cola, but ad- 
mits fee increasing stranglehold of the 
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undemanding price-earnings, multi- 
ple of only 11. ... 

But smaller companies tbat .disap- 
point the market in this way can pay 
fee price, in rating terms for. a long . 
while longer than seems wholly fair. 
H-eatt may wefl be cbeap at tins level, 
but until it becomes dear exactly 
what management meany by the cau- 
tious tone of its trading statement, they 
are hkely to remainso. 

High hopes for 
a hop by Toad 

Toad, the car security group founded 
by biotechnology impresario Chris 
Evans, has haidty.roatched the expec- 
tationsof those who Imped for a repeat 
of his success with Orirosaascfc. Shares 
in the drugs group have comfortably 
doubled since their 1994 stock market 
launch!. By contrast. Toad has seen its 
shares slump from around life} to yes- 
terday’s unchanged price of 84p. 

The company may, at last, be about 
to take off, however. Yesterday saw the 
passing of three resolutions at -an . ex- 
traordinary meeting which marks 
something of a watershed forTbad. The 
decisions clear the way for last month's 
£7.1 m cash-raising, the arrival of 
Charles Parker as chief executive and 
the shares’ move up to a full listing from 
the Alternative Investment Market 
The new money will be used to 
extend the chain of 17 installation 
depots by up to six more and add 
mobile units,- but the most interesting 
development wfll be the launch, ex- 
pected at the end of fee year, of 
Tbad’s Actra “active travel system”. If 
successful, this should help fulfil some 
of the company’s promise as a vehicle' 
technology group, rather than just an 
installer of car security gizmos, albeit 
sophisticated ones. 

Linking upwith bigger players in the 
mobile telephones industry, Tbad is de- 
veloping a vehicle tracking system 
based on the ceflular telephone network 
that could prove a competition-beater. 
The system could provide a cheap 
means of route-finding for drivers, white 
providing the ultimate in security by 
semi-deactivating the par. if it is stolen 
and then keeping track of it.- 
In fee meantime, contracts with 
Ford Cellular, Mercedes, Volkswa- 
gen -Audi and PHH, for theT2 prod- f 
ucts already on fee market could soon 
be producing annual revenue of £4m 
tarn 

After clocking up an impressive 
£2.46m loss on sales of £2.71 m in the 
first half of last year, Toad should move 
into profit next year. Worth a punt 
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Triplex Lloyd 
track record 


Patrick Too her 


William Cook, the Sheffield 
steel castings group on the re- 
ceiving end of a hostile £58m bid 
from Triplex Lloyd, yesterday 
sought to increase the pressure 
on its Midlands rival to raise its 
bid by launching a highly per- 
sonal attack on the predator's 
“chequered" track record. 

In a surprise twist to fee bit- 
ter bid battle, William Cook said 
Colin Cooke, Triplex Lloyd’s 
chairman, “should accept re- 
sponsibility for the series of 
losses, faded acquisitions and 
decline in sales that have oc- 
curred during his tenure of 
office”. 

Noting that Triplex Lloyd 
had made losses in rhree of the 
last six years, William Cook 
went on to claim that the bid 
lacked any Industrial logic be- 
cause there were no significant 
head office cost savings or man- 
ufacturing synergies to be had. 

William Cook also attacked 
Graham Lockyer, Triplex 
Lloyd's managing director, 
claiming his time at the helm of 
Dowty Aerospace between 1990 
and 1992 coincided wife a col- 
lapse in profits. 

Triplex Lloyd dismissed 
William Cook's attack, saying 
the record of the new manage- 
ment team in increasing prof- 
its and strengthening profits 
spoke for itself. 

'■Wiliam Cook’s latest doc- 
ument again seeks to distract 
attention from the real issues by 


concentrating on Triplex Lloyd's 
record before its new manage- 
ment team was recruited," said 
Graham Locker, Triplex Lloyd's 
chief executive. 

Mr Lockyer joined Triplex 
Lloyd in July 1994 while finance 
director Bob Mitchell came on 
board a year earlier. 

Triples Lloyd also insisted 
that its core skills in the use of 
molten metals and moulds to 
make cast products was the 
same as William Cook’s. 
William Cook is mainly in- 
volved in castings while Triplex 
Lloyd is a more diversified en- 
gineering group which serves 
fee automotive and other in- 
dustries. 

And in a reference to the cor- 
porate lifestyle of Andrew 
Cook, William Cook’s 
£500,000-a-year executive chair- 
man, Triplex Lloyd added: “If 
Andrew Cook cannot see where 
substantial head office savings 
might come from, he cannot be 
looking very far." 

Analysts say Triplex Lloyd will 
have to increase its bid to at 
least 400p to land William 
Cook. Triplex Lloyd is offering 
309p in cash and shares, with a 
cash alternative of 295 p, but last 
night William Cook's shares 
closed unchanged at 3573p. 

The war of words between 
fee two sides has become in- 
creasingly bitter. The bid 
timetable has been extended in- 
definitely until the Office of Fair 
Trading completes its assess- 
ment of the proposed takeover. 



I%el Cope 


Shares in Wickes, fee troubled 
DIY group, will finally resume 
trading today after sharehold- 
ers yesterday voted over- 
whelmingly in favour of the 
company’s £53m rescue rights 
issue. 

The rescue package means 
Wickes shares will start trading 
at 830 this morning, six months 
after they were suspended 
following the accounting scan- 
dal which led to a serious over- 
statement of profits. 

Though the emergency gen- 
eral meeting in the City of 
London was attended by only 
about 30 shareholders, proxy 


votes cast by institutional 
investors carried the vote by a 
ratio of 10 to one. 

Clearly relieved to have 
secured shareholders* support 
for the rights issue, the new 
Wickes chief executive. Bill 
Grimsey, said: “This meeting 
signals fee end of the disaster 
recovery phase. What we’re 
doing is building fee new Wick- 
es. We’ve got this far. Many said 
we wouldn’t, but we have." 

Wickes shares are expected to 
open at a premium to fee 15p- 
per-share-rights issue price this 
morning, boosted by speculation 
that the group will soon become 
a takeover target 

Mr Grimsey declined to com- 


ment on further changes to the 
Wickes board though Sanford 
Sigaloff, 66, the non-executive 
who is closely associated with 
former Wickes chairman Henry 
Sweetbauni, is expected to 
resign before April. 

Robert Burrow, a non- 
executive director who is a part- 
ner at City lawyers SJ Berwin. 
wfll step down at the group's 
annual meeting in April. 

Mr Grimsey said Wickes had 
received no formal approaches 
regarding a possible takeover. 
However, he did admit that the 
“phone had rung a .couple of 
times". Possible bidders include 
Kingfisher and RMC which 
owns fee Great Mills chain. 


However, John Richards, an 
analyst at NatWest Securities, 
said talk of takeover was opti- 
mistic. “We are sceptical as to 
whether there is anybody out 
there who wants Wickes enough 
to pay a premium. Wickes has 
damaged its relations with sup- 
pliers and has no consumer 
brand name to speak of.” 

Predicting a “slow, lingering 
death" for Wickes Mr Richards 
advised shareholders to take ad- 
vantage of any rise in the share 
price to reduce their holding. 

Under the terms of the rights 
issue and capital re-construction 
shareholders wfll receive one 
new share for every 10 new 
shares at 150p. 


Newman Tonks blasts 
‘opportunistic' FKI bid 


Patrick Too her 


Newman Tonks, fee Birming- 
ham-based doorknobs and 
locks group, yesterday urged 
shareholders to reject a hostile 
£196m bid from engineering ri- 
val FKL, saying h was a blatant 
and opportunistic attempt to 
grab fee company on fee cheap. 

In a letter to shareholders 
accompanying its defence doc- 
ument, Newman Tonks’ chair- 
man, Christopher Hughes, also 
attacked the decision by M&G, 
its largest shareholder, to back 
FKTsbid. 

“I am very disappointed that 
M&G should have made this 
decision without Speaking to us 
first,” he said. “We had taken 
care to maintain a regular and 
responsible dialogue with M&G 


in receut years and their action 
is not consistent wife the un- 
derstanding that we believed we 
had wife them." 

M&G, which has a 11-2 per 
cent stake in Newman Tonks, 
gave irrevocable undertakings 
to accept FKI ’5 bid on the day 
it was launched 

Newman Tbnks also played 
on concerns feat FKI might be 
overstretching itself, having 
spent £260m in three deals last 
year. But FKI hit back, noting 
that Newman Tbnks’ share price 
had fallen by nearly a third in 
five years under the current 
management. 

“How Newman Tbnks' board 
can say that it has delivered a 
strong financial performance. . . 
is simply incredible," said FKTs 
chairman, Jeff Wh alley. 


Schneiders charged 
over £1.9bn collapse 


Imre Karacs 

Bonn 


Jurgen Schneider, the property 
tycoon whose empire collapsed 
in 1994 leaving debts of DM5bn 
(£1.9bn), was formally charged 
yesterday with fraud and 
forgery. If convicted, he faces a 
prison term of up to 15 years. 

Mr Schneider and his wife, 
Claudia, who was also indicted 
yesterday for bankruptcy fraud, 
fled from creditors in April 
1994, leaving a gaping hole in 
fee accounts. The couple were 
discovered a year later in Miami 
and extradited to Germany. 

Frankfurt prosecutors allege 
he had tricked his creditors, in- 
cluding Germany's largest 
banks, into giving loans by fal- 
sifying fee value of his assets. At 


the time of his disappearance, 
he owed money to 1,600 people 
and companies. Deutsche Bank, 
his biggest creditor, lost 
DM45m, a figure once famously 
dismissed by a senior executive 
of fee bank" as “peanuts”. 

Though Mr Schneider 
blames his woes on the negli- 
gence of the banks, the prose- 
cutors said they had found no 
such evidence. In the prosecu- 
tors’ view, the rags-io riches 
tycoon who struck gold wife fee 
reunification of Germany, had 
obtained credit from banks un- 
der false pretences, by over- 
stating his rental income and 
presenting forged bills. Mr 
Schneider was also charged with 
shunting DM245 m into Swiss 
bank accounts in the last days 
of his reign. 


In Brief 


• GEC has announced a deal to sell a US computer-printing ma- 
chinery subsidiary, fee second disposal in its restructuring pro- 
gramme in fee space of a week, for an undisclosed sum. The 
Chicago-based company, AB Dick, employs more than 1,000 peo- 
ple with 100 staff in fee UK. The prospective buyer is Paragon 
.Corporate Holdings, part of fee Nesco group from Cleveland, 
Ohio, with the sale due to be completed on 27 January. Last week 
GEC announced the first move in the modest restructuring drive 
under new managing director George Simpson when it unveiled 
a deal to sell its automation systems business, Satchweli, to Siebe 
for £80m. 

• Rolls-Royce is to contract-out computing staff working in its 
division which makes power station equipment in a 10-year deal 
worth some £300m wife computer, group EDS. The arrangement 
involves 160 Rolls-Royce employees responsible for hardware and ■ 
software transferring to EDS, which wfll also develop a risk-shat i 
mg programme to improve fee aerospace group’s internal busi- 
ness systems. Rolls Rpyce said the outsouxviig deal, an increasingly 
popular arrangement wife British firms, would be extended from 
industrial power businesses to the rest of its global operations. 

• British Airways said passenger traffic in December increased 
by 9.9 per cent from fee previous year. Capacity in the same pe- 
riod rose 8.4 per cent, and fee 69il per cent passenger load fee- 
tor for fee month was up by 1.0 per cent comparedwife last year, 
it said, a new record. Long-haul traffic grew 113 per cent, sur- 
passing fee 3.6 per cent growth on UK/Europe routes. Demand 
for fee airline’s premium brands in December saw growth of 6 
per cent wife 20.6 per cent growth seen in fee main cabin. 

• Union officials in tire UK urged fee Monopolies and Merg- 
ers Commission to bade clearance of fee merger of fee cross<3ian- 
nel ferry operations of Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation 
and Stena Line, claiming more than 2,000 jobs may goif the merger 
is blocked. The GMB general union said a united conqany is 
needed to fight fee threat of fee Chann el TUnnel which is tak- 
ing away business from Stena. The President of fee Board of Trade, 
Ian Lang, referred the merger to fee MMC. 

• Safety inspectors have given two British Energy nudear pow- 
er stations the go-ahead to extend operations for a fiirtber 10yea( . . 
There actors at Hunterston B and Hinkley Point B started op- 
erations in 1976 and were coming to the end. of their approved 
20-year lifespan. 
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Company Results i 


Turwwer Pre-tax BB DtaWwd 

AG Barr (F) 

eira.im EflOlJm) £5.04m (£4-53m) ' tM6(K15ilri aB5p(5*) 

OttHKhlisCorp(l) J1.7Bm(S1S6m) -S1W.000 (-S113D0Q) 4Uc M-Qd «■(-) 

TrtaH (F) 

£2fl.4m {£2a.79m] £1.52m (£3£4m) -IIJOo OlSSp) 5.7H (5Sp) 
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Share spotlight 


L&G flurry renews speculation of corporate activity 



X.^O: W - jJJ 


l^al & General, the insurance 
giant, attracted hot money as 
the stock market dosed. The 
shares were firm throughout 
the session, gaining 5p to 
376.5p. A late flurry produced 
two trades at 380p and one, for 
50,000, at 387p. Turnover, as 
represented by Seaq, was just 
over 3 million. 

The sudden exdtement 
could mean nothing- or evety- 
thing. The market Has for long 
been on bid alert for more in- 
surance action and even a lit- 
tle, unexplained trading of the 
type which occurred in L&G 
was enough to get some ob- 
servers speculating about pos- 
sible corporate activity. 

Continental groups are seen 
as contenders for British in- 
surers. There have also been 
alliances to build the strength 
of domestic groups in the 
event of hostile foreign strikes. 

The merger which created 
Royal & Sun Alliance was 
seen as a defensive manoeuvre; 


so was the Refuge and United 
Friendly get-together which 
produced United Assurance. 

In recent months BAT In- 
dustries has been linked with 
a number of insurance groups. 
And National Westminster 
Bank has been seen as a can- 
didate to bid for L&G. 

The BAT story is based on 
the premise that the financial 
and tobacco giant is planning 
a break-up, a possibility which 
has yet to attract any support 
from the group. 

The idea is that BATs 
financial side, largely consist- 
ing of Eagle Star and Allied 
Dunbar, should be beefed up 
by the addition of an insurance 
major ahead of being de- 
merged from the tobacco busi- 
ness. The tobacco side would, 
runs the argument, then lake 
over the Imperial Group, re- 
cently demerged from Hanson. 

Besides insurance specula- 
tion there is a distinct feeling 
that more corporate activity is 
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due to break out in the rest of 
the financial sector this year. 

NatWest up 9.5p to 706p, is 
receiving some support from 
analysts. Last week Credit Ly- 
onnais Laing offered encour- 
agement and yesterday it was 
the turn of P an m u re Gordon 
which lifted its profit fore- 
casts to reflect consumer bor- 
rowing. 

The market recovered from 
the long festive session with 
turnover at 682.5 million 
shares. The steady flow of new 
year tips helped create inter- 
est. Footsie, with New York 
romping above 6,600 points 
during London hours, ended 
17 points high er at 4,1065. 

Shares were restrained by 


the continuing difficulties of 
John Major and the impact 
sterling’s rampant display is 
having on exports. 

British Gas rose 4p to 225p 
despite a 200 p target price 
from Merrill Lynch and sell ad- 
vise from Societe Generate 
Strauss Hirabull. Franklyn, a 
US investment fund, could be 
responsible for the strength; it 
notified a stake of just over 3 
per cent, worth more than 
£3 00m. 

Properties had a strong run 
on increasingly bullish forecasts 
about the prospects for the 
commercial and residential 
markets this year. 

There were suggestions a 
more buoyant market could en- 


courage takeover activity such 
as MEPC, up 13pto 450p, bid- 
ding for Slough estates, 4p to 
the good at 282p. 

Retailers ahead of expected 
festive trading updates in the 
next few weeks, were firm. 
WH Smith, where vague take- 
over speculation flutters, rose 
lip to 4675p. But Laura 
Ashley, weak recently, fell a 
further 9p to I575p as Merrill 
Lynch took the shares from its 
buy list. 

Hffisdovm Holding, the food 

to 190p and health care group 
Smith & Nephew, arrested re- 
cent weakness, with a 3.75p 
gain to 181.75p following an 
analysts’ briefing. 

BTR’s strong run came to a 
grinding halt, off 9p to 2685p, 
as NatWest Securities point- 
ed to the scope to take profits. 

GB Railways made the ex- 
pected full-steam d£but, end- 
ing at 2105p from a lOOp 
placing. The shares topped 


230p at one time. Azlan, the 
computer group, went into the 
history books with what must 
be one of the biggest rights is- 
sue flops. 

Its £485m cash call pro- 
duced a mere 056 per ant 
take-up, leaving underwriters 
with the rest. SBC Whrfiurg, 
lead underwriter, is left with 

626 per cent, which is likely to 

be sold. The rights was at 
620p. Xavier Computer re- 
turned to market at 12 p against 

an Up suspension. 

Thomas Jonrdan shaded to 
31p as David Abell, ex-Suter 

ruled our any bid intention. ’ 

Frank Usher, a clothing 
group, put on 8p to 176p 
Nigel Wray took time off from 
building his sports empire by 

increasing his stake to 5.87 per 

cent Celtic scored agai n and 
on Of ex Rangers jumped 115p 
to 650p- The two Glasgow 
clubs were belped by sugges- 
tions they could join the 
Premiership. 


D Grand Metropolitan 
achieved the best gam — a 
775 per cent advance by a 
preference share carrying * 5 
per cent coupon. 

They closed at 985p after 
the food and drink giant an. 
Qonnced h intended to repay 
at lOOp its three preference 
shares. The buy-in wfl] cost 
Grandmet around £l22su 
Its ordinary shares failed to 
join the fun, falling lOn to 
4495p. 

O Aroma Scan, maidin g elec- 
tric u noses" for gas and 
odour detection, is in the red 
but Credit Lyonnais lamg 
thinks the shares are a bur. 
The company is expected to 
suffer a £2m deficit thh year. 
CLL say although Aroma- 
Scan seems to be for away 
from generating profits the 
management appears to be 
doing “all the right things” 
for long-term profitability. 
The shares rose Sp to 87p. 
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Why the freeze in Europe could 
be good news for the economy 


Sooty bares his legs 

on children’s television 


Cow 
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C old enough for you? The 
cold weather clouds do 


V-/cold weather clouds do 
have a silver lining as Ear as the 
economy is concerned; cold 
weather such as Europe has 
been experiencing, is in the 
longer term (though not in the 
short) good for economic ac- 
tivity. Result? WlijJe Europe 
will experience a shortfall in 
growth over the winter, there 
should be a sharp bounce bade 
in the spring and summer. 
Thai bounce will mean that 
overall activity through the 
year will turn out to be pretty 
much the same as it otherwise 
would have been. If we get a 
cold summer too, then growth 
will be higher. 

The fact that it was cold 
enough for the Dutch to run 
their 125-mile canal skating 
race for the first time since 1986 
suggests that this winter w 01 
i turn out to be very unusual. 
Further south. Spam is having 
its worst winter for 20 years, 
while later this week expect a 
further rise in German unem- 
' ployment in December to be 
attributed at least in part to the 
impact bad weather has been 
having on the construction in- 
dustry there. 

Wc tend to think that in our 
centrally-heated world a patch 
of cold weather is easily accom- 
modated by our economies, but 
actually for some in- 
dustries (like con- 
struction) 
unseasonable weather 
can still have a dra- 
matic effect 0.3 — 

It is far too early to 
try to assess the full I 
impact of the weather, 0.2 — 
if only because we 
have no idea how long _ 
the cold snap will per- “•'* 
sist Some effects have 
already been seen, nn _ 
Aside from the con- U-U 
struction effect, there 

has been a rise in sea- _g -j 

sonable vegetable 
prices, particularly in 
the Netherlands and in _Q _2 — 


noticeable rise in the ofl price 
which has been quite strong— 
but it was firm before anyone 
knew what the winter would be 
like. But while its early for this 
winter, we do know from past 
experience a bit about the gen- 
eral impact of bad weather. 
Last winter was pretty chilly too 
and so in the spring Kleinwort 
Benson Securities carried out 
an assessment of cold weather 
in general on economic activ- 
ity in the UK. 

The results are set out in the 
chart. Leo Doyle, the econo- 
mist there, looked back at tem- 
perature statistics since 1980 
and then checked ih?t against 
fluctuations in GDP As you can 
see, in winter a typical cold win- 
ter knocks 02 per cent off GDP 
during that actual winter. 

The rise in energy output is 
more than offset by the faD in 
construction. But then about 
half the decline in construction 
is recovered in the spring, and 
we tend to boost spending on 
things like holidays in hot cli- 
mates, so that overall there is 
little net change. 

In fact if you look at growth 
rates rather than absolute lev- 
els of GDP the addition to 
growth following a cold winter 
is greater than the subtraction 
during the winter itself. 

In terms of personal spend - 



Hamish 

McRae 


The rise in 
energy output is 
more than offset 
by the fall in 
construction. But 
then about half 
the decline in 
construction 
is recovered 
in the spring 


ing (which excludes construc- 
tion) the biggest “losers” from 
a cold winter are berting and 


g aming , private car sales, tex- 
tiles and furnishings, tourist 
spending in the UK and, a tri- 
fle surprisingly, spending on 
books. For every one degree 
below the norm during winter 
there is, apparently, nearly a 2 
per cent fell in book purchase. 

You might imagine that on 
cold winter evenings the thin g 
to do is read a good book in 
front of the fire. Maybe - but 
evidently we don’t like going 
out and buying the book in the 
first place. 

At other times in the year the 
benefits of colder weather are 
even more clearly positive, for 
they are positive both in the 
short ana the longer-tenns. 
Obviously sales of some items 
rise in very hot weather: we 
drink more beer and soft 
drinks. But in general hot 
weather is bad for the econo- 
my: we slope about ezqoying the 
sun instead of going out and 
spending our money in the 
shops. 

But this is (a) all about the 
UK, and (b) concents the con- 
trast between coldish winters 
and warmish ones. 

Do the absolutely excep- 
tional conditions on the Con- 
tinent at the moment have 
further implications over and 
beyond this general rule that 
most or &1J of the growth lost 


Cold weather is good for GDP 


Effect on output of a colder versus warmer season, % change in GDP 


Bounce back from cold 


Cool Is good for spring, summer and autumn 


Direct effects 


Cold winter is bad Initially 


Italy and Spain. 
Energy out pul 


Energy output nat- 
urally rises, though so -0.3 
far there has been no 


Full effects 


Summer 


Autumn 


by cold weather is caught up in 
the spring? 

I think they might in two 
ways. The first is that while the 
growth may be caught up, 
tbere is a loss of welfare. 
Though GNP may end up the 
same, people will not feel as 
rich as they otherwise would 
have done. 

The reason is that higher 
spending on fuel or higher 
public spending on clearing up 
the disruption may boost GDP, 
but it does not make people 
feel any richer. 

Think of your home: money 
spent on keeping h warm is 
money up the chimney, for the 
house is not any warmer as a 
result. And in the public sec- 
tor money spent keying roads 
dear, or supporting people 
out of work as a result of the 
weather, is money not available 
for other public services. 

The second effect leads on 
from this. The shortfall of 

growth in the winter will result 
in public finances looking even 
further from meeting the 
Maastricht targets, both from 
high er spending and from low- 
er revenues. Eventually some 
of the latter will be recouped, 
but not the former. These 
shortfalls will come at a par- 
ticularly bad time: a temporary 
rise in unemployment is tough 
enough when things 
are going well, but 
particularly cruel 
when they are not 
So while bad weath- 
— er in general is - on 
balance - positive for 
the economy, this par- 
ticular bout will more 

t likely be negative. 
There will, come the 
spring, be a strong 
M bounce, but mean- . 
g while the growth fig- j 
® ures will look pretty < 
| glum. And it mil be 

5 core Europe, and in 

t particular Germany, 

J that will be most af- 
— g fected. Great that the 
g Dutch could carry out 
=j their skating race. Not 
— m so good for the rest of 
the Continent. 


David Potter's Guinness Ma- 
hon group is responsible for 
one of the most shocking in- 
novations in television: Sooty 
with legs. 

Yesterday afternoon ITV 
screened the first of a 13-part 
cartoon series of our glove 
puppet friend, with the frolic- 
some bear’s legs being shown 
for the first time. 

Until now all intellectual 
rights to Sooty belonged to 
Guinness Mahon Develop- 
ment Capital's Global Rights 
Fund, winch bought the rights 
last year. This meant only in- 
stitutional investors could 
take a stake in the puppet, 
but yesterday Guinness Ma- 
hon Venture Capital Trust 
bought a 33 per cent stake at 
a cost of £750,000. This 
means individuals wfl] be able 
to invest in Sooty via 
GMVCT 

There seems no end to 
Sooty's financial possibilities, 
according to Gordon Power, 
managing director of GMDC: 
“The launch of the cartoon 
series Sooty's Amcaing Adven- 
tures will mark the first signif- 
icant step to break into the 
world market ” He’ll be run- 
ning for Lord Mayor next. 


People & Business 



Up and running: Sooty has new-found mobility 


let security guards examine 
his bul ging pockets, saying he 
had “ hundreds of thousands 
of pounds in them". 

So Costain's press 
spokesman, Tim Westman, 
and a security guard accom- 
panied the shareholder to.a 
toilet, where they found his 
pockets were filled with bun- 
dles of old Costain tax vouch- 
ers. Strange but true. 


Peter Langard^presi dent of 
Acca, explains: “Chartered is 
now the generic designation 
for all professionally qualified 
accountants. This advertising 
campaign stresses that char- 
tered certified accountants 
are skilled professionals who S 
practise to the highest stan- 
dards of expertise and ethics.” 

And definitely nothing to 
do with caca. 


There’s nothing quite like an 
EGM rumpus to get the new 
year off to a good start, and 
Costain's EGM didn’t foil us. 
Yesterday the construction 
group’s new chairman. Dr Az- 
man Firdans bin Shafii, was 
faced by a pungent group of 
New Age anti-roads protest- 
ers, but tbey turned out to be 
the least of his worries. 

At one point a wizened 
shareholder got to his feet 
and asked the c hairman: “Do 
you know the difference be- 
tween a dodecahedron and a 
tetrahedron?" 

Dr Annan didn’t come up 
with an answer, whether he 
didn't know or was simply too 
bemused by the question re- 
mains open to debate. The 
shareholder then signed off 
with a quote in Latin, which, 
sadly, our correspondent 
foiled to catch. 

A Costain spokesman tells 
me that before the EGM the 
same shareholder refused to 


The 84-page Woolwich trans- 
fer document landed on our 
financial reporter's doormat 
at the crack of dawn yester- 
day morning with such a loud 
thump that it woke her up. 
This is what marketing men 
rail “making an impact”. She 
awaits the crash of the mighty 
Halifax document later this 
week with trepidation. 


The Chartered Association of 
Certified Accountants has 
changed its name to the Asso- 
ciation of Chartered Certified 
Accountants. Its acronym re- 
mains the same — Acca. 

So why wasn’t the old asso- 
ciation (mown as Caca? And 
why change? Does this have 
anything to do with the fact 
that “caca” means “faeces" in 
Spanish, I wonder? 

Obviously such an acronym 
would not go down terribly 
well in Spanish-speaking 
countries. A spokeswoman 
for Acca says this was not the 
reason for the renaming. 


One of my colleagues has no- 
ticed that Lombard Street in 
the heart of the City is not 
the pulsating thoroughfare it 
once was. Banks have been 
moving out 

TSB used to have its head 
office at n umb er 60, but when 
it sold up to Lloyds Bank its 
operations transferred across 
the road to Lloyds' head of- 
fice at number 71. The TSB 
building has been empty since 
last year. 

Royal Bank of Scotland has 
moved its head office opera- 
tions from Lombard Street to 
High Holbora. outside the 
City. Clydesdale Bank, owned 
by National Australia Bank, 
has moved its head office op- 
erations from Lombard Street 
to two other Q'ty sites. 

So is this historic thorough: 
fare next to the Bank of Eng( 
land dying on its feet? “Not 
judging by the pubs I go to," 
says a Lloyds spokesman. 
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isieg§ sport 

levision Cowboys’ surrender signals end of an era 

American football 

^ MATrTENCH — 


r. v {• 


iJR- 

Ww-found 


„ : T r ^ the Carolina Panthers began 
' celebrating their historic tri- 
J&Z I mnpH^ihe Dallas Cowboys 
I oaSunday night, the rest of the 
; -**rr i7 NFL was coming to terms with 
_ aD as P ect victory of even 

' more significance than thepres- 
■ [■ eocc'ofboth expansion t ea me 

m the Championship games It 
: was the end of an era. 

! Kw n»st of the 1990b the 
'~ M ' j Cowboys and the San Francisco 
49ers have completely dominat- 
- _ ed the sport winning rtw' bef 


f 5 ---; i_ ... .. 

..vn ; Shansi 

2, Hi . -^s”- . 

!* r '"^Z 

:.vv.v vlUaEf 

u:c -t ■ ■ ■ ' 


^ ‘ [• season neither wfl] make the big 

I f® TC ’ nor even the NFC 

m’-found^^r— ^ i Championship game which they 
0D, »rty ^ l once made their own private bal- 
p_. , . degroundL The 49ers were dis- 

-X’ '!f' irc P-'S!*.’ patched on Saturday, outclassed 
sviiTik ‘Aa--.. ty ^ Green Bay Packers, the 

*..r Z'^' : ' '~"xZ Cowboys followed them 24 hours 

^ later, their defeat by the Panthers 
bringing to a dose a troubled and 
r.-y.' -r ■sn#r troubling II months for the 

“ “ \‘‘ ■•■■■•- reigning champions. 

I! w J 1 : A For much of that period they 

V ‘;v lv ' ■ ' ' - h:;n s /' W have appeared a franchise in dis- 
saray, beset by scandal, unable to 
" r - - - n .k p ^ play to their potential with any 

; r. .... . “v consistency and with a head 

coach whose leadership qualities 
. generated rather less respect 

i. than those of John Major. Still 

the h- ,» .. it seemed unwise to rule out their 

the -J .1 chances of a fourth title in five 

. >- • . J - ~ years, particularly after regular 

rr. c ‘ : r ' r season victories over the Jtack- 

T',r. ers and the 49ers. 

„• . -\V. When they produced their 

i v’j Y . . ■ . best football of the season to 
,,rv..- . .J ~_Z~ : overwhelm Minnesota in the 

. i first round a week ago, it seemed 

r'S.-- posable that the whiff of the play- 

7 ' j ' offs had once again stimulated 

■ Y 7 ■■■•'•* the ferodous fighting qualities of 

. ' a once magnificent team. In 

'' • • l^. Charlotte, though, they were 

r ‘.Y. -1 1 wsO beaten by a team that did not 





Down and out: Pittsburgh’s Mike Tomczak (left) is sacked as his side are beaten 28-3 by New England, while the injured Dallas Cowboy Michael Irvin is surrounded by Panthers 


exist until the second of the 
Cowboys’ Super Bowls had been 
won. When the Panthers and 
Jacksonville Jaguars entered the 
league 18 months ago their fans 
were told to be patient, that ex- 
pansion teams could not be ex- 
pected to produce winning 
seasons for five years or more. 

With both a game away from 
the Super BowL it is clear that 
in the era of free agency good 
teams can be quickly con- 


structed - provided you have the 
right architect 
In the Panthers’ case this is 
Dorn Capers, a defensive mas- 
termind. and his fearsome unit 
did not let him down. In the first 
quarter they knocked Michael 
Irvin, the Cowboys’ key wide re- 
ceiver, out of the game with a 
sprained ankle (Deion Sanders 
was later consigned to the side- 
lines as well). They went on to 
intercept Hoy Aikman three 


times, including on a potential 
garaewinning drive when the 
Cowboys trailed 23-17. Rft Ter- 
rell returned that pick to set up 
John Kasays fourth field goal to 
sea] a 26-17 victory. 

Irvin’s early departure was a fit- 
ting end to a calamitous week, 
though the latest leaks from a 
Dallas police investigation suggest 
he will not be charged following 
the allegations from a woman 
who says she was raped by Irvin, 


his team-mate Erik Williams and 
a third man after the Minnesota 
game. Both Irvin and Williams 
have vehemantiy denied the 
claim, but there can be no doubt 
the case did not help the Cow- 
boys' preparation. 

“Thats all it takes,** Nate 
Newton, the Dallas lineman, 
said. “When anyone male, fe- 
male, animal, child, anything or 
anybody can make a claim 
against the Dallas Cowboys, it 


has to have an effect. You can't 
prepare for a game like this with 
something like that going on." 

What happens now in Dallas 
will be intriguing. There had 
been much speculation that 
head coach Barry Switzer would 
be replaced, even if the Cowboys 
won another title. His departure 
now would therefore be no sur- 
prise. despite the repeated 
protestations by owner Jerry 
Jones that Switzer will coach the 


Penny for a shrewd trainer’s thoughts 


John Willcs 


A cosy notion for Lambourn's 
^trainers over the last two weeks, 
T as they shovelled their way to 
tiie milk bottles on the 
doorstep, may have been that at 
least their brethren in the 
• frozen- north were having a 
harder time. The tweed ed soft- 
ies from the valley of the race- 
horse should read no further. 

There are areas north of the 
H'ent which' are veritable hot > 
spots by comparison, racing es- 
tablishments which have es- 
caped the worst ravages of the 
weather. Mary Reveley. at Ling- 
dale in Cleveland, on the top 
fringe of the North York Moots, 
could be expected to inhabit 
country where the only visible 
signs of farm life were the tips 
of bull horn. 

Yet GroundhlU Farm is op- 


erating very nicely, and it 
seems Mary has not been per- 
suaded to slip on the cardigan. 
“We've bad it worse,” the train- 
er said yesterday. “We’ve kept 
the horses going and they've 
done plenty of work.” 

Among the string are Penny 
A Day. Express Gin and Exec- 
utive Design, all of whom are 
scheduled to participate in the 
: Ladbroke Hurdle at Leopard- 
stown on Saturday. The noises 
from the Dublin course are 
optimistic about the race going 
ahead, but the emanations from 
Revel e/s mouth are typically 
downbeat. 

“I wouldn’t rate the chances 
of my three very highly,” she 
said. “I think Penny A Day has 
got a better chance than the oth- 
er two, but there will be four or 


Richard Edmondson 

who runs three in the 

five Irish horses lurking there 
well handicapped. 

"Peony A Day went up 91b for 
his Wetherby win and another 
21b from the Irish handicapper 
for beating a horse that’s nev- 
er won a race. Thar’s ludicrous. 


talks to Mary Reveley, 
Ladbroke on Saturday 

He’s not the greatest of jumpers 
any way and never has been." 

Reveley is as confident about 
her horses’ prospects as she is 
about the longevity of her own 
career, and has suggested for 
some time that she will soon re- 


TODAY 

FRIDAY 

UnglMd No prodems. 

Ascot Frost n the ground. Pitspecc 

Leicester Abandoned. 

poor. 

TOMORROW 

MusseOwrgh SU1& holds a cftance. 

Going: Good to Rrm. 

Kelso Snow. Inspection 9am today. 
Ptuiqilui Abandoned. 

SATURDAY 


Ascot Frost in die &ound. Prospects 

THURSDAY 

ooor. 

Newcastle Sncav on track, but thaw 

Wrtfieihy Snow on track. Prospects poor. 

forecast 

Wlneairten Inspection a 3pm today. 

WarericA Frost in places on crack. 


tire and promote her son Kei- 
th to the licence. She may have 
a race on with Willie Carson to 
get in the fireside armchair. 

The firebrand Scot, 54, has 
felt his personal flame dimming 
over the last few years and his 
latest remarks suggest he may 
not be riding much further than 
high summer. 

Carson insisted last night he 
has completely recovered from 
the kick that lacerated his liv- 
er and caused severe internal 
bleeding last September. He has 
already sat on a racehorse and 
is 3bout to embark on work at 
his local gymnasium in 
Cirencester as be builds up to- 
wards the start of the turf sea- 
son in March. 

“1 have not said anything new. 
The situation is exactly the 


same as it was before," the jock- 
ey said. “The injury is all fine 
now. I aim to be back in action 
for the Stan of the Flat, it’s just 
a matter of getting fit now." 

Once he is fit. Carson will be 
searching for a high note on 
which to end his career, by 
teaming up again with Bahhare, 
favourite for the 2,000 Guineas. 

Bahhare, owned by his em- 
ployer Hamdan A1 Maktoum. 
could become the rider’s 19th 
British Classic winner but his fu- 
ture with the Sheikh has still to 
be discussed. 

“We have not heard from 
Willie as to whether he has de- 
cided to carry on riding. But if 
be does then Sheikh Hamdan 
will decide whether he wants 
him,” racing manager Angus 
Gold said. 


LOO AJHelat 
L30 Misty Cay (nb) 
2 j 00 Nopalea 
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HYPERION 

230 Going For Broke 
330 Sooty Tern 
330 SALLY SLADE (rc*)) 


GOING: Standard. 

STALLS: 5T A Im - ouUidej remainder- tnatde. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low for 5T A fit 

■ Left-hand, sharp course (Equlnck surface). 

■ Course a south-east oT town on B2028. tingfletd station (served by London Victoria} 
adjoins course. ADMISSION: One enclosure iS. CAS PARK: Club £3; remainder free. 


■ LEADING TRAINERS wnu RUNNERS: a Moore — 42 winners from 402 runners 
aves a success iatk> of lO^lUand a loss to a£l lend stake of £4036; G L Moore — 40 
winners, 495 runnefa, 13 j 8%, -£67.72; R 0*SaDhnu> — 39 winners, 271 runners. 14.41b. 
_cki 74 - 1 | Jobastea — Sfl winners, 223 nmnere, 16.1%, £4732. 

■ LEADING JOCKBTS: L Denari — 71 wtnnera, 261 rides, 273%, +S51-52;J Weaver 
_ 66 winners, 383 ridea, 213%, +£9.1 A; B Cochrane — 47 wbinaa, 268 rides, 1715%, 
•S2! 01' J Quinn — 37 winners, 520 tides, 7.0%, -£268.78. 

Tinkered Finin' TIME: Ben’s Ridge (l-a 0 ), hrUnw <2.00). 

WINNERS TN THE LAST SEVEN DAIS: Going For Broke (230) won at Southwell 
m Wednesday; Misty Cay H-301 won here oo Thursday. 

, riKM- niSTAN CE RUNNERS: Double Espresso (230) has been sera 270 miles by 
if ESmfrwn "MUdleham. North Yorkshire; Ben’s Ridge (130), Chatenoberanlt 

SlS^iSworth Yorkshire; Green Boulevard (2.00) sent 268 miles by J Berry from 
Gocfcerham. Lancashire. 

hood SELLING HANDICAP (CLASS G) £2375 added lm 5f 
IjOO penalty Value £2455 

ass , is==^sSl- 

J ££ V ESi 

9 053050 tri W QWgff^g^ rf^-M nnaoodgpeNWMgstinSag IW#n 8 

■g ££ -* 1 " 1 

^“ s ^49o.(i u «»i» a «>’^; OWDE 

- aw m rml hoMiiH tz hP» UfAfTT bKl SfiBGOfl WttfV 


lyytL- J poRM GUIDE 

-'Kf.ft BOSf OP SLBai because shewed last season wtth- 

r* imnosAbla to oe axM# 11 a 0 ® n J*rr ran here - last February, ki a course 

Wdls»ooesaHtf<f‘aj'* : *Lj^ rt , 1 ^ oMs-on Pension. On a coupte of ocq 901 ^ ^ 

war. howevef. ^ a ^^m^atendlcap 3! Saltelxfly (lm W lag Omber. Iha rnare 
^ bow in b SO-runuer^n^BnoraM pertomama O biR. O twoudyjN^nS 

rviiry commands most of tfwsa If ne sw nches h ack 

mo strong a win Iasi season bat he mn SGEBj 

aaSessSSSssisrJsusBas 




sontina point of v 
Bead. m 0 «aiso 


4~of\l RENOWN CLAMING STAKES (CLASS 3 £4,025 added 3YD 
Lr^r2ll 7f Penalty Value £2,765 

1 01406-4 B845 RBGE (5) [D1 (N P Green) P tbdam 9 5 . £ Carter 3 B 

2 65034- BRtMDaaERYQi0S)tIM(Da«IMuMaLSniSn89 -JSaWn5 

3 054035- MASmSHIOKE (27) (N B Anertnmugv 5 Meehan 6 7 Dane O’Neil 2 

4 56604-1 MB1YC«Y(BQP)©mftteAMUps«DSDaw86 A0a*(5)4 

5 022043- WMM0RN{B) INMnarteComeocnslCMenSO 

-5dedarad- 

BETTDtt 9-4 lAtty Cay, 11-4 Bm'a BbtflO, 3-1 ktastersliiitia, 6-1 Bmadgme Hyer, Wladbom. 
1996: Utra teriey 3 9 0 M Batt 10-11 (P faflarej 7 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Only (tuna pads of a length separated MASTERSTROKE and Misty Cay when they awe 
own and fourth to just Loui m a darner here on November 14. There unfits t»«ur Maa- 
BrstnjkB - he S 10(0 bmr off - bur Misty Cay must hare totrd sur hrrtongi too sharp on 
tnatoccaaon andcnrAmed h® Wdngtora longer tnp »»th a comibnaUe ren in a mtedaimer 
here last Thursday. Misty Cay SwUdnt be too bothered by dropping down to seven furtongs 
today and has every chance, but this feta nee shouldn’t be beyond Masterstote, ffth to Cee- 
N-K in a mile nursery on Ns last nsfi. Predously wtth Vtfttam Jawls, Broadgate FTyer was 
beaten a length Into thfed when Misty Cay won a claiming race at SalktMy In Augist and 
they meet on the same terms. Brcedgste Flyer was found wonting In a safer on Woher- 
ramptun's Fkjresend test momn, tbssnngfourm to Masrer Foley, but he should be that vi- 
tal bit floor for me nm and this faster surface couU sue him. Ben's Ridge hasn’t spartded 
In recent nurreees, the latest here last Thursday, bur the drop m class and W-Wne bunk- 
ers could eesflymaks a diflerence, espebafly wtth the Patrick Haslam horses ghng so well. 
The stable won last year's race with Itera Bailey S electlow; MASTERSTROKE 

SoTmTI victory median AUCTION MADEN STAKES (CLASS F) 
r^l £3^00 added 3YO 5f Penalty Vahic £2^06 

1 4656- HARMONY M RED (6(9 (Benny K 5 KsengCDqer 9 0 UH«m2 

2 3405- MCAnME{7)(RAStWrtCJam»9ri CMtarlB 

3 052034- EXATBWC M«78l (7) IE GocxM W liner 8 9 ,T Sprats 4 V 

4 (S3- CHEBi BOULEVARD (USA) (7) (Ws J M Ryan) J Berry 8 9 fl Carter S 

5 423433- NtWAlEA (68) (T j ffeignan) 1 J Naugecn 8 9 JWsswS 

BETTING: 7-4 Nopalea, 5-2 Green Boatawd, IDO-SO BkatertM Pwttrf, 5-1 Harmony hi Red, 8-1 to- 
ca tt n e. 

1996: Hspqy Partner («Q 3 9 0 M Tebbun U-6 (C Aftnayl 6 ran 

FORM OBOE 

Joe NeuMAon snould have a g>od Ides of what is needed to wm this as he aresoonsaie 
for Hever Golf lover, who treat Owon Boufevard. EkaterW Partial and Mcafena in a Bvw- 
furtang maiden here test Tuesday. It wnidn’t be a surprise to see those three finish In the 
same order today, as Green Boulevard must have more mom for Improvement then EJa- 
tsrmi Pams). Irmabme b held by bom but may do beoer now he’s bftnhered land he Crashed 
m bunt of (keen Boulevard m Paddy LatTs race at Sandown last summert. ffeugiton mes 
this ame with NOPALEA, sUgntty msappanong last year conademg she was beaten only 
htff a lenah by Catechsun m a field ot 19 at Newbuty (6f) on nar second son an tbdnt 
do eny better efterwonte. Preuoudy tranod by Cture Britram. Nopalea mi^tt be ff»d enough 
even thourfi the (s her first race for the stable as wet as her fust race on an 34 -weather 
surface. Lite Nojatea. Kannoqy In tot h» changBd states, since ne last raced - wtnto 
Trafl mazer at WMvertiampton tar Jack Berry. Harmony In Red (s now Mh Pus E Nflar. vrtta 
won with The Great Hood 3t Woherhompton 00 Saturday. Soieetkm: NOPALEA 

l oo nl IffiLSON HANDICAP (CLASS D) £4y900 added 3Y0 lm 2f 
rjrl Penaltv Vahie £3^23 

1 241223- DO^E5«^l«^W(ri(^WH^MJCfrsi3n97 

S 42501- reoiBIB»(MEJ(l»(ClflniiHart«or«Ufirat95 J !*«* CT 1 

3 305124- HB10DOU.Y(B5B7)N(>ISldda)Kftl1e93..». DawmfliSS 

A 04CB43- 8REBHRCH fOR£(27)(TG Mfc) 1 Ufis9 2 ■- — WRyaa 3 V 

5 22520-1 BOB* FOR BROKE Wttureigon A &nat) Phadim 90 Seri S ~~*, 

6 0004- WIO^AOIB»lja(9^(105)(14rftaaQrt) PHadaiii83 _-£Dr«»8 

r 11660-5 BM*WWC»»®Bp)fMare*i^ 

pp rejt^3.i Cntag FnrBrolteL 7-2 Doubia Espresso. 4*1 Feather Bed, 3-2 fireetartcb Fore. 6-1 Hcf 
b DoBy, 9-1 M Oaekere, 14-1 (fettaiftmft. 

199& Chdifi CaSle 3 B 13 J FflfWfl 74 IP H 3 SSny ll ran 
FORM CUBE 

In this race last year, China Castle defied a 5fc penalty rfer trotting up X Southwell and 
ancthar Haslam horse. BOWS FOR BROKE, m#rt be able to emulofe he aabtenale aJ 
tw a canfonable win. aio> at SouttraeB. on New Yea's Day. There are altemrtwa. now- 
evH, including the yeirfs mher ranner. Cbatoauherault, wfu ended hE nuoyaar-old season 


TtA)M Bgg 


IHCESTtR 




SOUTHWELL 

LL30, am Dual 

^i^dTS B^mn. 7W«W' 

i> ags^^aw?ff 

fBy;2.«to (Sir A4MB p™® 00 "* 

is2‘4saa" a " 

case £ 4 .S 0 . CSF: «J- 7P - 


235b L CHMA CASI1£ IS DomvI 9^2; 2. 
Mb 5-2 few: 3. Ma ft u n 20-L U ran. 5. 

m PHadom. AWMemi. wic Ota 

£L6a £53a Dual Forecast £10.00. CSF: 
£16.72. Tncast: £1B4.72. Tna £374.00. Non 
Rumer rmADreamer. 

2.45: 1. PLEASURE TTW» {Nm TWCeri 
10 - 1 ; 2 . PlranHret 9-2:3. CraWo Boy B-L 
13 ran. 5-2 tar Desen Invader Mth}. 4. ‘/j. 
©01 Enrico ttssa. Mddbham). Yate £1030: 
f7. B0 . £2.40. £L9a Dial Forecast 09,30. 
CSF: E5 L40. Tflcasc £364.77. Trio: £117.40. 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Harlequin Walk 
(Lingfleid 3J)0) 

NB: Feather Bed 

(Lii^ffetd 2^0) 


3J5: LASPECTO LAD U Weaert 11-4; 
2. Mod QW G4 far. 3. Hob Down 5-1. 10 
ran. I*, hd. (M Johnston, Midfeham). TotK 
*3.00; £L4G. £L60, £3.40. Dual Forecast 
£4.70. Computer Strait Foreeast £935. 
Tw: £13.90. SelKng race: there ms no ad 
for tea winner. 

3j 4&L DOWN Tlffi YARD (Rattan® 5-1: 
2. Royal Acdahn 5-3: 3. Hlpette S2 tev 
8 ran. 7, Ys. (M Chapman, Warier Rasen). 
Tote £4.30; £2.10. £3.70. £1.00. Tola Dud 
Forecast £1320. Oomouter Strain Rreeast 
£28-38- Tflcasc £70.53. 

Jackpot £10,160^0. 

Pterepoc £2130. Quadpot £16.00. 
Place 6: £12.15. Place 5: £934. 


an encouragng note - ftMth n 9«Qflcw Breeae om the bv m a Notungiam ru»y. Chateaifer- 
auft a noaen by Steve Dnmne. who won on Chna Casde at Soudwel yesterday and also 
on the Hafem- trained Partdife there lest wraek. Double Espresso has a 5B> pun for the 
three lengths that HaBoPoMy beat her at Wolvert ra mpton In November. That ms HeAoDoi- 
t/s second Woterhampton success, whereas Double Espresso ms a clear-cut winner on 
her last visit to LingfieW. so she mlffit be the pick of the pair on this surface, a wenwfcfr 
Fore has a simbr chance to both flBes as he beat Helo Dofly (same terms! hart a length 
when they were thid and fourth id Double Espresso’s stabiemsra, Oee-N-K, here a month 
eg). It remains id be seen B Feather Serfs win) mile maiden on dss course amounts 
to much, but that was her flret run since coming from aetand and there must be a chance 
that shelf imprme. ^nlnrtinn; GONG FDR STOKE 

r^onl WARSPtTE HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3^00 added lm PRnai- 
I±*5lJ ty Vahie £2,507 

1 600ID& SUPSBQR FORCE (B7) (04 CDpyfnce Ltd! Msb B S anden 4 9 11. Atfeetan(3)U 

2 546252- BASSHOT (8) IDamy BMfl G L Moore 699 CRuttwS 

3 434606- 0BQWI68W(«E)eJ7)(rBiyShe|ted)SDo«r4 97 WRyaelO 

4 463031- IUMm(C)(DretMnscnilitaEGayMnqr496lGei) JteeOIMB 

5 04252-2 SOCRYTEBN (8) (CO) DM Etedqil Parley 10 9 4 IWaMer7 

6 134365- HARLBQUN WAUt(BE)f7) (Q (Afis RJDoogKfun)RDSigm68 13 — SSwtdara4 

7 660000- RH3 RUSTY (USA1 (8J fCOI Tiny WfthJ P 4 8 13 ACfekl 

8 060013- SHARGHAfUl(lM(CO}(M JFethastDn-Co(i^iMFaheBa»!45odqr588>_^R0rtOO8 

9 00060-6 ZAMAl£X(U5A|(9fUKVUsraMaflcMeiORRMW589.>^ S0nwrne3E 

10 000006 FWVATE FCOUHE ffffj ® (C) (RrJsnJ P htooney) 0 Aterts 688 TSpr*el2 

11 31030-2 ZAMtAN QRQ (3) (CD} iD Smcn (SauCf J Baler 6 B 6 LOwtMCfc2 

13 010002 MOCM (27) (Ma l A BctO T J H ajgm 4 85 IDSrttt(3)9 

BEDINS; 9-2 Rawf, S-l Sooty Tern. G-lZabra^ 7-lBegshoL 8-1 thfefte BMt. 9-1 Saperier Force. 
10-1 Sbaagnl 14, U-lOfenre Boy, 12-1 Uoga, 14-1 otters. 

1998: Rotefcon 5 9 8 R Cwhrane 11-4 ID ArtHlhnot) 12 rai 
FORM GUDE 

SOOTY TERN refans his form weB at the age of 10 and can record fas thro course and As 
lance success. He certainly deserves to return to the winner's cede having found one too 
good tour omes since ns last wm - at Henvlton in Auftist - most recently when findmg tegn 
Crofter a couple of lengths too good at Wohrertiampton on Saturday. Harlequin Walk fin- 
shed only 3 heed behind Sooty Tern when the boar was inched out by Moraone «t No- 
vember and has a an aovama^ but has nai unplaced in both attempts save. Sony Tern 
might find Shanghai LI hs most dangrous mal. The ftetong filly had Saturday’s Woirer- 
hampton second. Zahran. back ut ninth when coming home by two lengths on her perain- 
maia start and she frvsheo a creditable third behind Father Dan and Ben Gum last ame. 
RbwL whose singe success so far was n a maiden over seven furlongs of das track offtt 
days ago. gx home oy onfya neck and might find the 6H) penalty res unaong. Baffhat 
hasn’t scored setce 1994 when he went in at Sandown and Goodwoo d tor Ricnart Han- 
non’s yard. Runner-up behnd Person Conquest re a seller here in November on fas first 
routing for sx months and first for Ik new stable, he has never looked the roost resolute eft 
banters and adnl put a tot of neon into it when favourite and running Area turn id three 
parts of a tength in a 10-furiong seler etfrt ctys ago. thoutfi that trip was plenty far enougi 
lor turn. Setectknr SOOTY TERN 

foonl REPULSE HANDICAP (CLASS D) £4£00 added 6f Penalty 
Value £3*30G 

1 OGOU4- SCt^iaDGE(U)(CD)(DiiialdJSinntBRi{p5Sll^ ssefens 

2 401306- PACfflW (10B rtbd Scasjale) P Hasiam B 9 9 IWhmtS 

3 050602- SALLY SLADE (25) fft M liyzHl C Cjar 595 BCarterl 

4 10843-0 SEA DANZJ6 (3) (C) IP COQkJ J Bnd^r 4 9 1 0HaBtan2 

5 100114 APOUORES(9(C) (DtHMoc^ AMoote890 C^Honls4 

G 00162 6 SMASH (RE) (3)(D)f»s An L Sander* Pa LfcW 689 — — Rlappta3 

-Cdednd- 

BErreC: 3-1 Sctaor Hdg^ 100-30 ApoOe Red, 4-1 SaSy Stedt, 93 Sea Danzig 11-2 Fagsboy, 
10-lShadi 

IflBft Chaw 4 10 0 Canay Mama 12-I (A Moore) 13 on 
ROAM GUDE 

PAGEBOY goes best fresh. 93 atyone vno fancss hum shoukteT be put off by res 100-day 
absence, «p«iai|yas ho comes from ppufck HBJtem’s bang-oi-tam se»e. The etfa -yaar- 
dri runs the track well, having gamed a coivie of course aid distance victories, and can 
round off a grad day for Jason Weaver. Scfaav RktgB is another wno knows h& way round 
here with three course wins, two of mem bang gamed m succession before hs touMencth 
fcvth behmd Bold Effort 18 days ag>. He ml n« be lar away deDffi Ns 9S im Even 
so. Segy Stale looks tne brffiea thren. A decent spnnter on turf, she raft on M& when 
beaten a length and a Quartet by Master Of Passion over course and distance before Christ- 
mas. Setecaorc PAGEBOY 

Channel 4 may switch 
to Wolverhampton 


Channel 4 could switch their 
coverage to an all-weather 
meeting for the second Satur- 
day running, ^iwick and The 
Ladbroke card ac Leopard- 
stown are due to be covered by 
Channel 4 this Saturday but, be- 
cause of the prevailing cold 
weather threatening Warwick, 
a switch to Wolverhampton’s all- 
weather fixture is planned. 


Hie programme's producer 
Andrew Ranldin said yesterday; 
“Should Warwick be called off 
by lunchtime on Friday it would 
give us enough time to switch 
to Wolverhampton.” 

After the meeting at San- 
down was abandoned last 
weekend Channel 4 Racing 
covered the all-weather fixture 
at Lingfield. 


Cowboys into the 2 1st century. 

There may also be changes in 
San Francisco, where the 
league's most absurd example 
of job creation - Bill Walsh's 
role as a “consultant” - cannot 
last Walsh, the scion of the 49er 
dynasty, wili surely move up. or 
ouL If he moves up. just about 
everybody's job is under threat, 
including, incredibly. thaL of 
head coach George SeifcrL 

One head coach more likelv 




Photographs: Reuter/AP 

to slay put is Bill Parcells of New 
England. Parcells gave every in- 
dication that this would be his 
last year in Massachusetts but, 
after his young side's brilliant 
victory over Pittsburgh, the 
shock now would be if he opt- 
ed to retire again. 

NFL Play-offs ,a»Bv reams first/ AFC: Jack- 
scnwiie 30 Denmw 27: Pmsourgi 3 New Eng- 
land 28 NFC San Franosco 14 Breen Bay 
35; Dallas 17 Carolina 26 
Conference Championship games: NFC: 
Carolina at Aeen Bay. AFC: Jacksonville at 
New England ibotfi Sunday 12 January!. 


racing’s Futures market 


Bookmakers’ ante-post lists are 
racing's futures market. Read- 
ers can catch up with the latest 
developments - best prices are 
in bold - in this sphere with The 
Independent's Tuesday service. 

Ladbroke Handicap Hurdle: 
Express Gift is a top-priced 25-1 
with the Tbte - Coral and Lad- 
brokes go 14-1. 

Champion Hordle: Large 
Action is 10-1 (William Hill J 
Tbte) - Ladbrokes offer 6-1. 

Triumph Hurdle: Namoodqj 
is 20-1 (Coral) - Ladbrokes go 
12-1 - while Fortune Secret is 


50-1 (William Hill) - Coral 
and the Tote offer 25-1. 

Cheltenham Gold Cnp 
Chase: Mr Mulligan is 25-1 
(Coral) - William Hill and Lad- 
brokes go 14-1. 

Coral bet on Saturday's Vic- 
tor Chandler Handicap Chase 
over two miles at Ascot; 3-1 Ask 
Tom, 7-2 Viking Flagship, 4-1 
Storm Alert, 5-1 Big Matt, 7-1 
KibreeL 8-1 Lord Dbrcet, 12-1 
Callisoe Bay. 16-1 Tune Won’t 
Wait. 33-1 Sound Reveille, Un- 
cle Ernie. 

Ian Davies 


Ladbroke Handicap Hurdle 


WBmiHB larthinlMW 

dj 9-2 

8-1 10-1 


(N Meafle/30siiau» 


Mng Of Kawv lA (YBrWItflOfflStol lvH_ 

Blacfc Qtrean u KMvtfftgoHu 18-£ 

CIIMob at (J BoUBtflOn) l» lu 

Swart Parfbn nancu p Huff**/! igrcot ifi.1 

HB1 Society IN Meacte/30sU2U>i jftj 

N o lrwn rta l nl r ifetf (P MiAntfrisrJibi 16^1 
lbaatev»wM(A0Uri«vli<g i9»i 14-1 

fe*” iA Sme«tf'9saDto) 20-1 
Btecubva Prate ftte M Rartey iOa mn 14-1 
Urabanda (A (TBnetV12gi rtoubtfm 

Batewfrar (E 0TIra0vmsi4)ti> 20-1 

Etew»OlftiMraMBwre i-yii<efei 14-1 
Magical lady (M 0~BnefVlt>5T9tt» 16-1 
A i reinfiu*i (D a»L 

Sh»a» Hare iP A4cCrae»rflOg5flH 2S-1 
RanlaineLort g a tAreficnvMuBn5G5t7l« 20-1 
art Of Earta « |W MiJnytIVrt fe l&l 

Itottrtc u M CaroOalOBU 25-1 

Martar lVtt* (Mrs J FtorwOwlOtol 33-1 

HcaaBirta (E 0T3rad>flX05t2to ) 25-1 

CoCk Codttiaw IN Meattert so-i 


RQaareTViefKPre nderaaspggabi 5Q -1 33-1 3 3-1 50-1 

Eaeft-Hoy a quarter me odas. placer, 1.2. X 4 tleopattisorMn. SotunJoy) 


MtaaB a Baievl 

CoHer Bay U DM) 

Lania Action (O Shewooai 

Spaco Tfiidmr fMrs J H3mni?cyi) 


Zrtj att (D WichB fsani 


Corel WBBare HI 

11-4 3-1 

5-1 5*_ 

7J IM. 

10-1 10-1 

10-1 14-1 

16-1 141 

20-1 14-1 

16-1 20-1 

20-1 25-1 


4-1 9-2 

6-1 10-1 

10-1 10-1 

. 14-1 1 8-1 

14-1 14-1 

14-1 16-1 

16-1 16-1 

m 2 o- i 


Sscn-way a quarter the odds, places 1.2 3 fOreftanftam, Tuesday- H Maichl 


Hurdle 


Far Dawn iMre A J Peneni 
Nmoodal (D Nicfttfgpn) 
SfrooMag Lirtrt IP G Murotn 
SaMattD Nchfeonl 
Whtto Sea (M Pro) 

B tored (M Tomotona) 
Cfreus Star (D Mdiolsoni 
D lM Bowe d (Miss h Wratflm 
S ite Qaa 10 Sriwwoodi 
gflcrafl IM Rpfti 


Corg 1 «■«— mi Lafe rgte Tote 

14-1 16-1 l&l 25-1 

20-1 14-1 13-1 14-1 


&rcft-«*ay a quarter odds, places L2.3 fOieftwiftaro. Thwsc&v. t3 Afarafi.i 




lareertal CaM iF Surnenantn 

Oaa »Aa« iG ggng[ 

ga^teftgcaafl 

Cagraa Hj| (W Danns) 

UMhSbb Bov (G aggriM 
Danma PiMa iM Hourgn) 
jMQttg Lart (Mis J Pnmani 
The Cray Mate jg ftgHfla. . 

DanoB IT Fdey) 

M—nar (T R»geq 

immiliterf MtesBa |G Hmiantel 

Banlo ID mavtsqn) 

Mr MuUzao fNoel T Oianeei 


Coral WMamHB 

7- 2 7-2 

6-1 SI 

8 - 1 8-1 

91 9-1 

12-1 14-1 

14-1 18-1 

16-1 16-1 

16-1 14-1 

20-1 16-1 

20-1 25-1 

20-1 25-1 

2S-1 20-1 

25-1 14-1 


Ladbroke s 

7-2 


Eaen-uay a quarter trie odds, places 1,2,3 (Cheltenham. Thursday. 13 1 




i 
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sport 


‘AshtonTate’ tarnishes Bath’s aura of invincibility 


2d 


W 


The most successful dub side in 
ilic history of (he English game 
were today assessing (he fall-out 
from the worst two months 
they have experienced in more 
than a decade. Bath, League 
and Cup champions, lost more 
than a brilliant rugby mind 
when their coach. Brian Ashton, 
tended his long-expected res- 


ignation yesterday: they also lost 
Uleir aura of invincibility. 

It remains to be' seen 
whether Andy Robinson, the 
former England flanker, can 
plug the widening holes in the 
Bath dam. Few would dismiss 
the chances of his doing so for 
in terms of pride, tenacity and 
inner belief - and Bath's' phe- 
nomenal record of 17 trophies 
in 13 seasons since 19S3 was 
achieved on precisely those 


virtues -there is no one better 
equipped to take over the reins, 
even though his coaching back- 
ground is limited. 

But. to succeed, Robinson 
will have to address the bitterest 
of ironies. Having brought new 
standards of professionalism to 
an amateur game, Bath have 
made such a botch of embracing 
the professional era that only one 
word can describe their perfor- 
mance off the field. Amateur. 

Andrew Brownsword, the 
local greetings card tycoon who 
pumped £2 Jim into the club in 
die summer and thus enabled 
Bath to hang on to the lion’s 
share of a gifted squad, was al- 
ways £oing to keep a close eye 
on his investment Unfortu- 
nately, the management board 
set up to run affairs on a more 


business-conscious footing has 
created so much discontent 
among the playing staff that 
some sort of public embar- 
rassment was inevitable. 

The catalogue of flawed man 
management almost defies be- 
lief. Senior internationals bad 
been rapped on the knuckles 
for drinking and smoking in the 
dub house - the player who 
d aimed that Ed GoodaiL the 
new chief executive, was “so pu- 
ritanical that he makes Oliver 
Cromwell look like Linda 


Chris Hewett on the discord 
at England’s top union club 


Lovelace", was only half joking. 
As a result of Goodali’s 


As a result of Goodali’s 
demands for a clean-cut image, 
some players now leave the dub 
almost immediately after games 
and relax elsewhere. 

When Federico Mendez, the 
extravagantly salaried and even 


more extravagantly talented 
Argentinian international, flew 
into London on joining Bath, 
the club decided to send a 
jum'or player rather than a 
manage ment official to meet 
him. Comically, the player lost 
his way and Mendez was left 
twiddling his thumbs for the 
best part of an eternity. 

Far more seriously, the man- 
agement mishandled the terms 
of reference enshrined in Ash- 
ton’s contract and then sat 
back as their key tactician grew 

increasingly frustrated at this 
lade of influence on selection, 
player recruitment and, in (he 


end, the tactics themselves. 
His relationship with John Hall, 
one of the great servants of 
Bath on the pitch and now team 
manager, was never particularly 
cosy and became more strained 
as the senior side stumbled 
from one unaccustomed set- 
back to another. It was not ex- 
actly a bombshell when Ashton 
took leave of absence to con- 
sider his future just before 
Christmas, for he had been un- 
happy for weeks. He felt on- 
appreciated and, in many ways, 
he had every right to. 

Yesterday, he refused to spec- 
ify precise reasons for his de- 


parture. “When I left teaching 
last June to mfap up thefufl-time 
post at Bath, I never envisaged 
that anything like this would 
happen." he said. “I can't explain 
in detail why this has occurred, 
but the environment just isn’t 
right at the moment There 
were lots of problems, all sorts. 
But 1 would like to say that there 
were no problems whatsoever in 
regard to the players: the real en- 
joyment I've had over the past 
five months has been the 
contact with them.” 

There is no doubt that Ash- 
ton, who arrived at the Recre- 
ation Ground in 1989 and 
assisted Jack Rowell for five 
years before his colleague heed- 
ed the England call in 1994, will 
surface sooner rather than lat- 
er in a more influential - and 


almost certainly better-paid - 
role. A number of possibilities 
have been thrown around the 
city's rugbv rumour mill: 

Ireland, Cardiff and even Japan 

have been mentioned. But Ash- 
ton insists that he has not been 
approached by anyone. He will 
not have to wait long. 

Meanwhile, Robinson must 
get on with the job of restoring 
some desire to a depressed 
changing-room and some san- 
ity to the board-room. He was 
upbeat yesterday, saying: “We 
will continue striving to achieve 
the perfect game, knowing that 
we must wm every remaining 
match if we are to retain our ti- 


tle. It is a challenge, but one (hat 
I am relishing." 



Those were the right words. 
Now comes the time for action. 


Ashton: The environment 
just isn’t right” 


;ork 


NEW FACES FOR ’97: Leicester look to an adopted son and Leeds to a Lancastrian import in rugby tales of union and league 

Greenwood set to join Morley making way for 

England’s centre party the main course 


I 


t- 


When Will Greenwood traded the cham- 
pagne lifestyle of a Harlequins three-quar- 
ter for (he more earthly charms of the 
meat-and-two-veg brigade at Leicester last 
summer, jaws dropped in unison across the 
rugby community. He had, after all, vol- 
unteered himself for one of the great 
thankless tasks in British sport: the challenge 
of prising the ball away from Dean Richards 
and a Tigers pack whose idea of an expansive 
game was to call a two-man lineouL 

Greenwood smiles knowingly as the old 
cliches about Leicester back divisions are trot- 
ted out for the thousandth time. “Well, when 
you have characters like Deano. Richard 
Cocke rill and Darren Garforth up front, it 
takes a pretty persuasive person to get them 
to trust you with something as precious as 
the ball" he says, happily playing along with 
the joke that has the Welford Road three- 
quarters spending their mornings in the gym 
and their afternoons at the Job Centre in 
search of meaningful employment 

But Greenwood understands better than 
anyone that the reality of life at Leicester 
has undergone a sea change in the space of 
five months - the lime it has taken Bob 
Dwyer, the new Tigers' coach, to add a harp- 
foil of strings to the title favourites’ bow. And 
it is the 24-year-old from Blackburn who is 
the most obvious beneficiary; superb per- 
formances against both his old club and the 
French aristocrats of Toulouse in the last 12 
days have pul his career in overdrive. 

Given his difficulties in penning two cen- 
tres from the current seasoned triumvirate 
of Phil de Glanville, Will Carling and Jere- 
my Guscott. the very last thing Jack Rowell 
needed in his Christmas stocking was a fourth 
midfield musketeer with an eye on the main 
chance. That, however, was precisely what 
he received; many good judges credit Green- 
wood with the shrewdest brain in English rug- 
by and now that he has beefed up his physique 
under a professional training regime “I used 
to be 12 stone wet through and found my- 
self being squeezed out of rucks and maids 
like pips from an orange, so I feel much more 
confident for putting on three stones in 
weight” - be boasts all the right equipment 

“People tried to portray my departure 
from Quins as in some way acrimonious, 
but there were no problems of that sort,” 
he insists. “It was just that I felt Leicester 
presented me with more of an opportuni- 
ty to see what I could do at the top leveL 
It was not that I considered myself over- 
shadowed by playing alongside someone of 
Will Carting's stature, but I sensed that peo- 
ple thought life must be dead easy in a 
Quins back division of such rich talent. 

“I thought that if I could make an impact 
at Leicester, the perception would be very 
different. The backs here have taken a lot 
of stick in recent seasons, much of it unfair, 
even now, under Bob, we are playing un- 
complicated rugby and just because we don't 
have 38 different moves, all of them more 
difficult to understand than E=MO\ it 
doesn’t mean we are not effective." 

Greenwood has not enjoyed a wholly com- 
fortable ride since quitting his job on the 
dealing floor of the City and heading for the 
East Midlands as a full-time professional. 
The period of adjustment lasted rather 
longer than he would have liked and Dwyer 
openly admits that, when he first encoun- 



Greenwood: Left Harlequins for Leicester 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


tered the Durham University graduate 
about whom he had beard so much, he was 
distinctly underwhelmed. “Had you asked 
me three months ago, Td have told you Will 
was over-rated, but as you are asking me now, 
I am happy to say that he will be an out- 
standing inside-centre with the talent to go 
ail the way," the Australian says. 

As befits the son of the respected former 
England forward and coach Dick Green- 
wood, he is mature enough to accept that 
only now is he beginning to produce the 
goods for Leicester. “I think the team as a 
whole is beginning to integrate more; when 
I arrived there seemed to be eight forwards 
subscribing to one idea of rugby and sev- 
en backs subscribing to another. From a per- 
sonal point of view, there is a side to the 
Leicester mentality that demands that you 
prove yourself in battle and cop a few stitch- 


es at the bottom of a ruck before you are 
in a position to be accepted as one of them. 
They care nothing for reputations here and 
I’ve learned a valuable lesson. 

“I think I’m as fit as I’ve ever been and 
I’m keen to take on more responsibility. The 
forwards are very close-knit and they still rant 
and rave when things go wrong out wide, but 
I'm confident enough to hold my nerve.” 

With almost a lifetime of rugby education 
crammed into his 24 years - “right from the 
year dot, my father made sure there was a 
ball foe me to play with" - Greenwood is 
now preparing for the ultimate examination. 
“The reason I turned professorial was to find 
out if I was good enough to play for my coun- 
try and that remains my priority. Iff can ask 
Jack Rowell some awkward questions over 
the next few months, all well and good” 
Chris Hewett 


The year 1997 has much to do to top 1996 
for Adrian Morley, but such is the po- 
tential of the Leeds second-row forward 
that it could prove the main course fol- 
lowing the appetizer. 

A year ago, Morley was an 1 8-year-old 
the limit of whose ambitions was to es- 
tablish himself in the Leeds first team. 
Not only did he do that - emerging as just 
about Leeds* only consistent performer 
during a miserable first Super League sea- 
son - but he also toured with Great 
Britain in the aut umn , when his form was 
one of the few bright spots on that ill- 
starred trip. 

“All I started off wanting to do was to 
cement my place in the Leeds firsL 
team,” he says. “The next thing I was in 
there and people were telling me that I 
was playing well. 

“I got into the England team and I 
couldn't believe that - and then I found 
myself on the tour. People had told me 
that Td got a chance, but I didn't think 
I was playing that well." 

But Morley made that tour party on 
merit and should show the benefit of the 
experience during the second Super 
League season. “Playing with all those 
top-class players, you're going to learn a 
lot from them. I believe I’ve come back 
a much better player.” 

Morley was particularly grateful for the 
support and encouragement of the tour 
party's most experienced international - 
Denis Betts, like him a second-rower and 
a Salford lad. “That meant a lot to me, 
with Denis being from the same area and 
playing the same position. He was a 
tremendous help to me on tour.” 

As a Saifordian. Morley might have 
been expected to gravitate to a Lancashire 
club, like his brother, Chris, who plays 
in St Helens’ pack. He was not short 
of offers, but Leeds, and the silver 
tongue of their then manager, Doug 
Laughton, lured him over the Pennines 
to Headingley. 

“Doug came to our house and he’s a 
very persuasive man. But it was when I 
went to the ground and saw the facilities 
that I knew that was where l wanted to 
be." 

What Morley could not have known 
two and a half years ago was that Leeds 
were about to iose the unwanted tag of 
bridesmaids - but only because wedding 
invitations were about to dry up com- 



Moriey: Speed, strength and remarkable agility Photograph: Variey Wilkinson 


pletdy. Last season, the first of Super 
League and his first as an established first- 


League and his first as an established first- 
teamer, saw them win only six games and 
finish above only Workington Town and 
Paris St-Germain. 

One man who could not be blamed for 
that was Morley who, in an inversion of 
the normal logic, often seemed to be car- 
rying more experienced forwards who 
were under-performing. He believes it will 
be very different this time. There is a new 
regime at Leeds, under the new chief ex- 
ecutive, Gary Hetherington. and, he 
says, a new atmosphere at pre-season 
training. 

“There have been some major new 
signings and a player like Richie Black- 
more is going to be a big boost for us. 
There is just a new feeling at training: a 


lot more confidence around the place 
than there was last year. And that crowd 
of 14.000 for the friendly against Halifax 
on Boxing Day shows how much poten- 
tial there is at the place." 

If 1997 can easily be infinitely better 
than its predecessor for the club, (here 
is only one thing about his own perfor- 
mances in 1996 that Morley would 
change. His odc source of regret is the 
incident that cost Great Britain the 
first Test in New Zealand, just minutes 
after Morley had come on to make his 
debut. 

The young forward was sin-binned - 
harshly, it seemed at the time - for hold- 
ing down in the tackle and, in the eight 
minutes remaining, the Kiwis scored the 
two tries that gave (ham a 17-12 victory. 
“1 still can't bring myself to look at the 


tape of that match," he says. “It went from 
being the best day of my life to being one 
of the worst" 

One of Morley’s staunchest support- 
ers, the Great Britain manager, Phil 
Lowe, believes that the misadventure ex- 
posed the one real flaw in the player’s cur- 
rent capabilities. It might have something 
to do with carrying so much responsibil- 
ity at Leeds, but Morley is guilty at times 
of over-enthusiasm. 

One of the many things he will have 
learned on lour is to temper that ten- 
dency. Once he absorbs that lesson and 
displays the cool head to go with his 
speed, strength and remarkable agility, 
Leeds and Great Britain will have a world- 
class second-rower at their disposal for 
a decade or more. 

Dave HadfieQ 


Threat to future of 
Ireland coach Kidd 


British clubs take 


home the prizes 


Sheffield fasten on 
to Cardiff’s track 


Saints’ Prescott 


seeks better deal 


Rugby Union 


Murray Kidd's future as Ire- 
land's coach is in doubt. He bas 
been summoned to a meeting 
by the Irish Rugby Football 
Union today in the wake of his 
side's 37-29 defeat by Italy at 
Lansdowne Road on Saturday. 

That upset was Ireland’s sixth 
defeat in their last seven match- 
es under the New Zealander, 
who was appointed the full-time 
coach 15 months ago. 

The IRFU said die meeting 
was “to discuss matters relating 
lo the performances and future 
preparation of the Irish team.” 
Even the team manager and 
chairman of selectors, Pit Whe- 
lan, admitted after the debacle 
at the weekend that Ireland's 
play was “devoid of any con- 
certed or discernible pattern". 

Should Kidd be relieved of his 
post, the All Black Mike Brew- 
er, who coaches the Blackrock 
College side m Dublin, could be 


a possible replacement, as could 
Dave Hasiett, the coach of the 
Irish A team. 

Swansea's financial problems 
have led to the club cancelling 
the contracts of eight of their 
players. Four of them, whose 
identities have not yet been re- 
vealed. wiD stay with the club but 
as amateurs, while one is dis- 
cussing the situation with the 
team manager. Baden Evans. 

The players who are looking 
elsewhere for their rugby are the 
former Neath and Dun van t 
scrum-half Chris McDonald, 
the lock Mark Evans and the 
Wales Under-2I threequarter 
Adam Palfrey. The other 
named player to have bis con- 
tract terminated is the former 
South African rugby league in- 
ternational Gerald Williams. 

The Scottish Rugby Union is 
to appoint full-time coaches 
for each of the four home dis- 
tricts. Bill Hogg, the SRU chief 
executive, said the posts would 
be advertised in the near future. 


Hockey 

BILL COLWILL 
reports from Barcelona 


British dubs finished on a high 
note in the Los Reyes Interna- 
tional tournament here yester- 
day in typical British weather of 
cold, driving rain. Grange, the 
Scottish champions, took the 
men's title, with Southgate and 
Reading following them home. 

Grange, who would be the 
first to admit they bad an easy 
draw and regretted not being 
tested against the two English 
dubs, finished with a convinc- 
ing 6-1 win against Pedralbcs, 
from Spain, with Donald Mc- 
Farlane d aiming a bat-trick. 

Southgate, who moved ahead 
of Reading on goal difference 
following their 64) win against 
Barcelona, did much as they 
pleased against the hosts after 
Duncan 'Woods had given them 
a I4th-minute lead. 

Goals from Piedro Attala 


and PeterGibbins before the in- 
terval put the Middlesex dub in 
complete control. 

Reading’s game against El 
Cid, the Spanish under-2I 
squad, was a different affair. 
Fiercely contested and with 
r parting stru ggl ing to recapture 
their form of earlier games, the 
Spaniards took advantage of 
lapses in the Reading defence 
to lead 2-0 at the interval. 

A reorganisation in the 
Reading ranks at the interval 
and a few moments of magic 
from their latest acquisition, the 1 
New Zealander Karl Sanders, 
put Reading back in the game. , 
Mark Peam scored from a glo- 
rious move involving five play- 
ere and some 80 yards, with the j 
captain Jon Wyatt collecting the 
equaliser- 

Wyatt had the chance to win I 
the game after Peam had won 
a penalty stroke, but his pow- j 
eifol flick came back harmlessly 1 
off the crossbar and Reading i 
bad to settle for the draw. i 


Ice hockey 

STEVE PINDER 


Cardiff Devils' 6-3 win over Ayr 
Scottish Eagles, won with a 4-1 
third period, saw the Welsh 
team continue to head the Su- 
perleague table - but Sheffield 
Steele rs are three points behind 
with two games in band. With 
Newcastle Cobras gaining only 
a point at Basingstoke Bison (if 
the score is level at the end of 
60 minutes, sudden death over- 
time sees the scoring team get 
the win and another point, and 
Bison won 6-5), the title now 
looks like a two-team race. 

Sheffield were also reminded 
of their vulnerability on Sunday 
when they welcomed Basing- 
stoke. When the teams met 
earlier in the League. Bison be- 
came the first side this season to 
win at the Arena. They came 
dose to performing the double. 
Sheffield took the first period 
3-1, with goals from Jamie van 


der Horst. Tim Cranston and 
Tony Hand, but Kevin Conway 
made it 3-2 in the second. 
Sheffield extended their lead to 
5-3 in the third, but Blake Knox 
made it 5-4 and with seconds to 
go Bison pulled the minder 
Richard Wallace in search of the 
levelling goal without avail. 

Manchester Storm and Ayr 
played as close a match in 
terms of scoreline. Manchester 
winning 2-1 with a goal seven 
minutes from time by Nick 
Poole, but 14 major penalties 
called in the second period and 
a post-hooter explosion saw 
three players expelled. 

Reports of Peterborough Pi- 
rates' demise were somewhat 
exaggerated. After failing to ful- 
fil their post-Christmas fixtures, 
a local businessman stepped in 
with funding and the Premier 
Division team played this week- 
end with a 14-year-old minder, 
David Whitwell. and just 10 oth- 
er players. They lost 14-4 to 
Telford and 6-3 to Slouch. 


Rugby League 

DAVE HADF1ELD 


The Great Britain tour full- 
back, Steve Prescott, has threat- 
ened to leave St Helens unless 
his contract is upgraded. 

Prescott, who also plaved for 
England last season, still has two 
years of his current deal to run. 
but feels that he deserves a pay 
rise in recognition of his 
progress in the game. 

He has previously been men- 
tioned as a possible bargaining 
counter in a bid to bring 
Warrington’s lestyn Harris to 
Kn owsley Road, but Saints said 
yesterday that they were willing 
to review his contract. 

The game's governing Rug- 
by League Council could meet 
for the last time in its present 
form at Salford today. The 
Council is likely to appoint a 
working party to look at ways of 
streamlining the administra- 
tion of ihc code. Shelving the 


Council and changing the 
make-up of the game’s board of 
directors are among the possi- 
ble reforms that could emerge. 

Salford wfil today welcome 
two vastly experienced new for- 
wards to the dub, the Australian 
Test second-row from Penrith, 
John Cartwright, and the Great 

Britain prop, Andy Platt, signed 
from the Auckland Warriors. 

Meanwhile, Halifax have 
promised what they describe as 
a major signing this afternoon. 
The club has denied that the 
player in question is tbe.Great 
Britain and Featherstone 
Rovers front-row forward, Steve 
Mollpy, who is oil the transfer 
list at £100,000.; 

Second Division Leigh have 
re-signed the prop-forward, Tim 
Street, from Hall. - ^ 

Featherstone Rovers haw* 

agreed a one-year deal with the 

Oldham and former. Castle- 
ford centre Sean liwftL ^ho 
moves to Post-Office Road for 
an undisclosed fee-. 
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Todd aims to take £1.5m Warhurst to Bolton 
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Football 

ALAN NIXON 

Bolton's manager, Colin Todd, 
bas made a£l 5m bid for Black- 
burn’s Paul Warhurst in the 
hope of heading off a move by 
Manchester City to sign the ver- 
satile player. 

Warhurst was due to become 
Frank Clark's fireL signing for 
City on loan yesterday. The 
move was blocked when Bolton 
offered to sign him rather than 
secure "a short-term deal. 

Qark feces disappointment in 


bis pursuit of Hrland Johnsen, 
too. The Chelsea centre-back 
wants to go home to Norway. 

Marek Citko, who played for 
Poland in the last World Cup. 
has agreed to join Blackburn 
Rovers in a £4m transfer. The 
Widzew Lodz striker will arrive 
at the weekend for two days of 
talks and training with Rovers 
and has agreed to sign, barring 
late hitches. Tony Parkes, 
Rovers’ caretaker manager, has 
seen Citko only on video. 

The 2 1 -year-old striker, who 
scored against England at Wem- 
bley. should have enough caps 


to gain a work permit. He has 
started taking English lessons. 

Another Norwegian who 
could be on the move is Not- 
tingham Forest’s Alf Inge Ha- 
land who can play in midfield or 
at the bade. Evcnon’s manager. 
Joe Rnyle, is willing to pay about 
£2m for Hal and, who has just re- 
jected a new contract at Forest 

Sunderland will complete 
the £250,000 signing of the 
Swedish international Jan 
Eriksson today subject to a 
medical. The 29-year-old de- 
fender played in both legs of 
Helsingborg’s Uefa Cup win 


over Aston VDla earlier this sea- 
son. 

Gillingham have agreed to 
pay a club record £250,000 for 
the Norwich striker Ade Aidn- 
biyi. subject to agreement on 
personal terms and a medical. 

Ray Wilkins has agreed to re- 
turn to England to join Mill wall 
of the Second Division on a one- 
monih playing contract a day af- 
ter leaving Hibernian. Wilkins, 
40. left Easter Road by mutual 
consent in the wake of Satur- 
day’s 2-1 defeat by Rangers af- 
ter almost four mouths of 
playing on short-term contracts. 


Sam AJlardyce. the former 
Blackpool manager, has 
emerged as favourite to take 
charge of Nons County until the 
end of the season. County, 
struggling in the Second Divi- 
sion, sacked their managerial 
team of Colin Murphy and 
Sieve Thompson last month. 

Three Nationwide League 
managers face Football Associ- 
ation charges after criticising 
match officials. Oxford’s Denis 
Smith, Oldham's Graeme Sharp 
and Scarborough's Mick 
Vvbdsworlh all have 14 days to re- 
spond to the misconduct charges. 


After his side’s defeat by 
Barcelona in the Spanish league 
on Saturday, John Toshack has 
announced he will resign as 
coach of Deportivo La Coruna 
at the end of the season. “I will 
not continue at Deportivo, 
whatever happens," said Tbsb- 
ack, who was criticised, along 
with Barcelona’s Bobby Robson, 
for the poor standard of play in 
the match. Toshack. who has 
had two spells as coach at Real 
Sociedad and one at Real 
Madrid, said he will leave re- 
gardless of whether his ade wins 
any trophies. 


Jurgen Klinsmann will stav 
wiLh Bayern Munich in the 
Bimdesliga for the rest of the 
season despite his much-publi- 
cised problems at the club He 
has until April to decide what 
he will do after that. “1 want to 
win the German championship 
and the German Cup with Bav- 
era," he said on Mondav after 
returning to Germany from a 
holiday in the United States. 

Bryan Robson. Middles- 
brough’s manager, has fined 
Craig Hignett for being sent off 
for using foul and abusive lan- 
guage when complaining about 


a penally decision when Boro 
were 5-0 up against Chester in 
Saturday's FA Cup third-round 
tie. Chester missed the penal- 
ty and Bom won the game t H), 
The Football Association has 
confirmed that Hugo Porfirio 
can cany on playing for West 
Ham in the E\ Cup. Wrexham 
bad questioned Porfirio’s eligi- 
bility, believing he was on loan 
from Sporting Lisbon. after he 
scored the equaliser in the 1-1 
draw in the third round at the 
Racecourse Ground. He is un* 
4er contract at Upton Park for 
tne rest of the season. 


* 


Cork breath 
of fresh air 
for England 


Cricket 


MARK BALDWIN 
reports from Auckland 

England’s weary players ar- 
rived here yesterday boosted by 
a burst of enthusiasm from Do- 
minic Cork, the Derbyshire all- 
rounder who missed the 
disastrous Zimbabwe leg of the 
four-month trip because of the 
break-up of his marriage. 

Cork arrived ahead of the 
main party, and is optimistic that 
his knee is on the mend after in- 
jury. “I feel very lit and I can't 
wait to get back on to a crick- 
et pitch,” he said. Tve been fol- 
lowing a specific programme 
designed to build up the mus- 
cles around my knee and get me 
as fit as possible. 

“I wanted to be in Zimbabwe 
but unfortunately circumstances 
did not allow it: I have had my 
longest break from cricketfor a 
jUvhile. however, and 1 needed 
nest more than anything. 

“I don’t think the boys are 
down or depressed at all,” was 
Cork’s summing-up of Eng- 
land’s mood. "Obviously they 
are disappointed by what went 
on in Zimbabwe but we all know 
what we’ve got to do out here.” 

How they respond to the 
different challenge in New - 
Zealand, classed jointly along- 
side England in bottom place" 
among Test cricket’s rankings, 
will almost certainly affect the 
future of their captain, Michael 


Atherton. Bookmakers W illiam 
Hill have already prepared odds 
on his likely successor - AJec 
Stewart (3-1), Nasser Hussain 
(9-2) and Adam Hollioake (5-1 ) 
are the leading contenders but 
Atherton is remaining 
defiant. 

“I’ve been appointed for the 
whole of this winter tour and I 
intend to see it through hope- 
fully with some success in the 
second half," he said. Tm con- 
fident of beating New Zealand, 
you have to be. 

"In Test match series we cer- 
tainly have more good days 
than bad, but we do have the 
odd bad session and that is what 
we are looking to eradicate.” 

The England captain is re- 
fusing to become embroiled in 
a war of words with the media: 
*Trn afraid that when things go 
pooriy obviously the side expects 
some criticism, but the nature 
of the personal abuse that flies 
around can get quite hurtful at 
times which is why it's best not 
to read the newspapers... the 
only way to win with the media 
is to win some cricket matches." 
■ England Under-19s contin- 
ued their highly-successful tour 
of Pakistan by clinching victo- 
ry in yesterday's second one-day 
international in Sialkot to seal 
=tbe series; Restrictcdto 213for 
5 in their 40 overs after David 
Nash top-scored with 49, Eng- 
land triumphed by just three 
runs after dismissing Pakistan 
for 210 in the final over. 



Ivanisevic has 
solid start to 
his game plan 


Tennis 


Goran Ivanisevic, the top seed, 
advanced into the second round 
of the Sydney International 
tournament yesterday, defeat- 
ing Germany's Marc Guellner 
6-3. 6-4. 

There were, however, up- 
sets in the women’s event, with 
Rene Simpson, a qualifier from 
Canada, removing the sixth- 
seeded Karina Habsudova of 
Slovakia, 6-4, 7-5 and the 
French qualifier Sarah Pitkows- 
ki overwhelming Natasha Zve- 
reva, of Belarus, 6-0, 6-0. 

Ivanisevic, beaten in the 1996 
final by Todd Martin, played a 
solid match. He missed a break 
point in the fourth game, but 
broke to lead 4-2 and consoli- 
dated his advantage with an ace 
to go up 5-2. After Ivanisevic 
sealed the first set with anoth- 
er ace, a forehand error from 
Goellner gave Ivanisevic a 
break for 2-1 in the second set. 
and that was enough to settle af- 
fairs. Although Goellner tried 
drop shots and covering the net 
as weD as rallying from the base- 
line, he made too many un- 
forced errors. 

“He didn’t play a great match 
but I did enough to beat him,” 


Ivanisevic said. "I’m mount* 
very well and not missing mam 
bolls. My serve Isn't [(XI per cent, 
but it's my first match outdoors 
and it’s important u. use ihi» 
tournament to get rcadv for (the 
Australian Open] next week.” 

Habsudova. ranked 1 1th. 
made a lively start, moving to 
a 3-0 lead against I49th-ranked 
Simpson, but the Canadian 
fought back to take the set. A 
strong finish saw her claim the 
Iasi three games of the second 
set and the match. 

Pitkowski. like Simpson, ap- 
peared to have beneliued from 
playing qualifying matches and 
she felt acclimatised to the 
warm and windy conditions. 
After struggling to hold in the 
opening game, the spirited 21- 
year-old from Paris dropped just 
six points on her service in the 
remainder of the match. 

Heman Guray, the fifth seed 
from Argentina, defeated the 
unseeded Spaniard. Tomas Car- 
bonell, 7-5. 6-2 in the opening 
match of the New Zealand 
Open men’s tournament in 
Auckland. Carbone!) was on 
holiday in New Zealand when 
he was called in as a replace- 
ment for the American MaliVai 
Washington, who withdrew last 
week because of a back injury. 


Sykora rides his luck 

Skiing 


The England coach, David Lloyd, watches Dominic Cork at work in the nets yesterday after the Derbyshire all-rounder 
was reunited with the rest of the England squad in Auckland Photograph: Graham Chadwick/Allsport 


South African pace and spin attack bursts India’s bubble 


South Africa 529-7 dec & 
256-3 dec 
India 359 & 144 
South Africa w in by 282 runs 


South Africa yesterday moved 
jk closer to a series clean sweep af- 
lUter handing out a second hum- 
blihg Test defeat to India in 
Cape Town. India were bawled 
out for less than 150 for the 
third time in four inning? to give 


South Africa a 282-run victory 
and complete a 2-0 series win, 
with the third Tfest to come in 
Johannesburg later this month. 

South Africa wrapped up 
victory by bustling out India for 
-144 in just 662 overs with a 
combination of pace and spin. 
India resumed the final day on 
52 for 3 with much depending 
on Sachin Tendulkar, who had 
scored 169 in the first innings 
and was six not out overnight. 


Norman fends off Hoch to 
claim top prize by one hole 


Coif 

The world No 1 Greg Norman 
held off America's Scott Hoch 
to win the final ol the Ander- 
sen Consulting World Champ- 
ionship in Arizona by one hole. 
The Australian landed the tour- 
nament at the Grayhawk Club, 
Scottsdale, by sinking a 20ft 
birdie putt at the last. 

' “I had my chance on the last 
-flftoJe, but I didn't convert, 
Hoch said. “Greg had anop- 
po rninh y and converted. That s 
what the great players do 
Norman, who was delighted 
with his win. said: “I told my- 
self to hit it solid. I read the 
green |jerfectly._I knew when 1 

.. Hoch never led in the 36-hole 
contest but fought back from 
four down after 14 holes to lev- 
el after 21. The players then 
halved eight successive boles 
wnh.Hoch missing a short putt 
- at the 29th which would have 
given him the lead for the fire 
•••time. His disappointment was 
accentuated when he bogeyeu 
the 30th to go one down. 


Football 
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Hoch drew level again at the 
33rd When he sank an eight foot 
putt for a birdie. The players 
halved the next two holes and 
it seemed at the last that Hoch 
might snatch a win when Nor- 
man was hunkered off the tee, 
but Norman produced two 
good iron shots and then sunk 
a 20ft putt to secure victory. 

Earlier Scotland’s Sam Tor- 
rance was defeated two and one 
by Japan’s Hisayuki Sasaki in 
the third place play-off The Ry- 
der Cup star showed his fight- 
ing spint as he came back from 
three down to level with nine 
holes to play, but Sasaki re- 
gained the initiative by bircfymg 
three of the next four holes to 
establish a three-hole lead again 
with five to play. 

Torrance threatened a second 
recovery when he birdied the 
33rd to reduce Sasaki's lead to 
two. Both players scored pare at 
the 34th, before Torrance’s 20ft 
birdie putt lipped the side of the 
hole at the nest. Sasaki holed 
from six feet to secure his par 
three, which gave him the half 
and secured ms victory. 


However, in the fourth over the 
captain aimed a book at a de- 
livery wide of the off stump from 
Brian McMillan to give a catch 
to mid-ou. 

Four balls later Mohammad 
Azharuddin, who made 115 in 
the first innin gs in a 222 part- 
nership with Tendulkar to help 
avoid the follow-on, drove air- 
ily at Allan Donald and was 
snapped up by third slip. 

That left the Indian innings in 


American footbaH 

NH. DMsional PlBjf-oft Nm En£and 28 RQs- 


tatters at 61 for 5 and although 
Yangipurappu Laxman batted 
for two-and-a-quarter hours for 
an undefeated 35. wickets fell 
regularly at the other end. 

Doddanarasiah Ganesh was 
bowled off a bottom edge by 
Donald with Paul Adams com- 
bining twice with the wicket- 
keeper Dave Richardson to 
dismiss Anil Kumble and Ven- 
katesh Prasad. The latter became 
Richardson's first stumping in his 


33rd test to add to his tally of 1 19 
catches. 

Tendulkar admitted his side 
had big problems to solve, fol- 
lowing innings of only 100 and 
66 in losing the first Test in Dur- 
ban by 328 runs. “We just have 
to practise more on these boun- 
cy tracks,” he said. 

SOUTH AHOCA - FW Mogl 529 tot 7 (too 
lG Kirsten 103. B M McMbn I03no, L HJuwrv 
or 2 02 no, D J CJfron 77). 

INDIA - Rret Imiiqp 359 (S R Tenduftar 189, 
M AztanxM* 1151. 


SOUTH AfTMCA — Second tarings 256 lor 6 
doc (A C ttAbon 55 l D J Cuinan 56, 8 M McM- 
lan58no). 

INDIA - Second Innings 

(Ouot#*: 52 tor 3) 

S GanaJy c McMBan b Folock 30 

*S RlemUorc Kksener b McMIan 3 

M Aftanxfcin e Hudson b DanaU 2 

VVS Laonai nd out J5 

A Kunbto c ftenemson b Adams 14 

0 Garwgi b Donald 1 

B KV Prasad ol Rcnamson b Adams 15 

J Smetti absent moited . — _....0 

Extras (fcl w-2 nbS — 8 

Total 144 

TM (u« d}. 4-59 531687 MIS 8- 1219-144 
Boiritae DonsM 18-5-40-3; Pollock 12-2-29- 
2 Mnbj: Wusenar 9-3-13-0; MclAten 11-4-16- 

1 liar): Adams 16^-4-45-3 tlnb lw*. 
Umptras: D Har <Ausi and R Koertzen ISA). 


Thomas Sykora could be 
forgiven for thinking that was 
fortune is on his side after he 
survived a bumpy piste and 
several near-crashes to win his 
third World Cup slalom of the 
season at Kranjska Gora, Slo- 
venia, yesterday- 

T am really freaked out 
about myself,” the in-form Aus- 
trian said. “I can make as mam' 
mistakes as 1 want and still al- 
ways be in front. It’s incredible 
and I just don't understand. This 
season 1 have been unable to 
produce two clean runs in a race 
and yet I still win.” 

Despite almost crashing out 
in the second run because of a 
poor piste and bad visibility, 


SPORTING DIGEST 


biapi 3: Carolina 26 Dates 17. 

Basketball 

The Indonesian Health Minister. Suyu- 
efi. said yesterday that Earvin ‘Magic’ 
Johnson, who arrives in Jakarta ths week 
to hold an exhihitton match, should be 
■guatded’ so that he does not spread 
his disease. Johnson, who is HIV pos- 
itive, was denied a visa to enter In- 
donesia In 1994 because of his a ness, 
but was granted one last month on the 
proviso that he be accompanied by a 
medical team torn the local department 
of health while he played. 

NBA; LA Cfppeis 93 Sar Antone 84; Boson 109 
BwwwLltEiNBwyakgrMteBuiw 92;5acra- 
memo 107 PMadeione 106: IA Latero 95 Van- 

COUUBI 82. 

Boxing 

Robin Retd will defend his World Box- 
ing Council super-middleweight tide 
against South Africa's Giovanni Preto- 
ri US m one of four world tide fights at 
the London Arena on 8 February. 

Cricket 

Pakistan yesterday agreed to a request 
by the Australian government to cover 
up logos bearing cigarette company 
brands on their bats. The team man- 
agpr, Yawar Saesd, said in a statement 
they would respect strict Australian laws 
banning cigarette advertising m sport 
SHEmELDSHELD (Final ifcy Of fore): Ada* 
Hides Mow Soum waits 415 iC RWiarts 76) 
and 173 tor 3 (R J Dawson 6 Tnol; Soutn Aus- 
bdU 137 and 308 (D S tetimann 97. B You« 
91. M P FaUl 68 . P Allay S891. Maw South 
Wtfn won by 1A3 tin. PhOk Worn Arn- 
traia 405 {M E Hussey 147, P R Mwtyn iioa 
and 121 tor 3 (Hussey 50); VWona 332 (H 
P Luton 1041 and 283 (G varnpw 88 . D M 
Jones 751. Western Aurirafia won by «rv- 
an wickets. 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


^MMNWDE FOOWAU- IEAO* 
TWtb'DTVISlON 


s&BSsrsi.H? 

l v Midi (7.45) 



v Notts County 

.^■hirtBiovOwwe—- 
TprfeVPwjstDO f7^5J . 
.'PWponeit smsv'iwY * ' 

: |Sneiw 

w toiftmi v Barnet (7.w •• — - 
• <*WWv Beater — — — 

'liV. 


HBwall v Cr dchastar (7,45).- — 

Nortmaptoa v laton (7.45) 

Peterboroutfi v WStaaB (7-4®— 

PTvmouth v Brighton (7-45) 

Watford v Torquay (7-4® 

TENNENTS SCOTTISH CUP 

second round __ 

eais Scottish league 

brsthvisiow . 

East Fife v Part** — — — 

THIRD 

East Sti/Bflg v At* 011 " 1 _ 7~ Ltr .., 

asss-ssT*"-*’ 

jS^vSpenriyrroar. 


DR MARTENS LEAGUE Premier OMaJon; 
Athers&Hie v Nuneaton, MkSand OMskm: 
Bedworth v Paget Bangers (7.45). 
SCRBNHX DKECriaGUE Pramlor OMfeff 
Mangcrshefd v Cato (7.45). lea FMOps Cup 
oaeondround: PaufUJn Borers v Bishop Sut 
aw Tfwnon v Tofirgca 
UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE First O- 
vfafcm: Htfsham v f^acaharen & Teiscomtw 
Shoreham v Portfleid. John O'Hare league 
Cm second mf. 0aWW> v Bnffner. 
NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST lEABUE Pre- 
rtdar DMafetE OsseU Atom v HucknalL 
Lsapie Cup tldid-round replay: P«*»ingv 
Had Road Rangers. 

amSTDNLEW IOffU»GUE Rrst DMsjoo: 
ConnUaan v Lndswod: Fawsham v Cray; 
FoKEsme !n«ta v Furness; tansgHe vGraen- 
«*ch BorougL 

NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE Hist O F 
vision: Newcastle Town vtoibwdcSaito rd v 
St Hates; vwto ■ GM vTrafad- 
phy seccndreand replay: Mato Rend v (Ws- 
grme. 


SHETOED SHELD fWAL SIAKDMSS 

P W Wist D USt l PtS 
paMtod -A3 1 OO O 20 

WAmmna 4 2 1 OO 1 14 

NSW 5 2 10 11 UJ 

Tasmania^ -4 110 11 S 

Victoria 5 1 0 0 1 3 8.7 

SAustiate__4 0 0 0 1 3 0 

New South WHes oanaAsaU 0.2pa rar rtsr over 
rote In Biek msui against Tasmania, vserote pe- 
noHsetJ 0.3pts far me sane r e ason In me 
agotfia New Soutfi WWes- 

Darts 

RED DAM> W0R1D CHAMPKMSHP (Purileet. 
Essex) Ftaafc 0 TsyW tx D PnesUey 6-3. Thirt 
plaoK P Eveon lEng) bt E Bnsww 4-2. 

FootbaH 

The BBC wtt screen live coverage of the 
fiA Cup fourth-round tie beaueen Chelsea 
and Urerpod on Sunday 26 January 
(4.10pm). Sty Sports will screen New- 
castle or Charlton against Nottingham 
Forest on the same day (1.30pm). 

The Scottish Football Association is to 
dtetribute £J-25m to develop youth soc- 
cer. Clubs will receive the money on a 
sliding scale from £30.000 for Premier 
Division sides down to £8,000 In the 
lower lea@ies. Junior and amateur as- 
sociations will also benefit 

BELL'S SCOTTISH t£A6UE AddMeml ftduraa: 
TnMTDwsFharB M ilD n iFateKv Si Item Sal- 

radey: ThW DNMoto Itoriw v Qieen » Pb^ 

AVON MSURANCC C0MBMAIJ0N find DMablE 
M matchas posqxrao. 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE Ra-arrangod 
dataac hia 14 Jac Scartaa^i • (amondttUW 
[hwn 1 Aiu. Sat 28 Jn Smuui v GmsDr mom 
12 Feo).^ Tta 2S FSt Mam v Nobs Osvty IMWi 
4 Jan 4), Tua 29 Fate BocMeto v Hufl itnom 28 
Dte). SIM 2 Har: Baton vW&sr Brarnucn 12-10) 
intro 1 Man. Tua 2S Mar Nam County r Bury 
(torn 19 Non). 

TRANSFERS: Sam Stoctoy (detondon 
Saumrovron io Barnet ifreei; Nofl Mora (goaJ- 
Keepw) Southampain u Berner Doan). 
SUMMITS tXIE HESU1S: KllMi LaadUK Laao 
3 (Sewi 22. CDdnen 45, GronOon 55) Milan 
a Sunen LaaejK Eaeneduro 2 IRadnajs sen 
8(XDurf 90) Meun Madnd 4 (Prw»n 23, K*o 
66. 67. Grroer 70D HereuW 1 lAnwo 12)5004- 


IRISH t£ACUE COCA-COLA FL00DUT CUP 
FtstrawdMla 0 OiragivPo(BaDwn.Sw- 
ond teff Ante (Uv Bangor (1): CWtorwUe (0) 
v Disntoy (1); Coleraine (3) v Newiy 12); Cru- 
saders (3) v Lana (1); Gtenaon (2) v Bally- 
mena (1): Gtemcran (41 v Camcfc Range's (3); 
Unheto i3) v Bsdyuare Comrades (0). 
PQNT1NS LEAGUE FM DMtoan: Pt»t- 
pone* Cowntry v LMdlcsbfljuffL 
FA WTH CUP TIM rounrt Nottm^iam For- 
et v ROTwtsm i7Di; Manchester Crry v Leab 
(7.0): OWiamy 5t«Jertand (7.01: Liverpool v 
Mancnesar UU (7.0); Noimm « wjrartje. 

Rugby Union 

TOUR MATCH; Pontypridd v United Sates 
(7.15) (at CanSffAma ParfO- 

Other sports 

DARTS: Embassy World ChamponsMp (Fnm- 
tey Green. Surrey). 

TAKE TENNIS; En$sh Open OtettennO- 


ingOyonl 

o»4»ue 


r 1 iMsbrw 281; Owecto 2 (Maquaoa 25, 
Hn0Qtos 1 (Sam 90k Ssnsnder 1 IFaeuim 
751 Tenerife 2 tPHite 22. BofleHate *3): «aar 
Sooectad 1 i&aaa 901 Zarrfjjm Cr. Esrwnyc* O 
Comoosieis 2 lOner 82. Sasras 831: Beal 
Maond 1 {RbJ 81IASitoocBeooaLeadtaKPe- 
•Wona: lHeoi MecW [Pia Pis42); 2 Barcetona 
(1640); 3 Deportivo la Corona (18-371. 

Golf 

ANDSI8EN C0K8UUMG WORLD CHAMP*- 
ONSMP (Scottsdale. Arizona): ChanptomMp 
(38 holed: 0 Norman iAu9l Be S Hoch (US1 1 
now. Third place (18 baled: H SssaU (to pan) 
tx S Torrance iScol 2 and 1. 

1997 ANDBaa* CONSUUBiG WORLD CHAM- 
PIONSHIP schedule: Japan aaet to re Gotten 
ton Country OutL haeaharu. Japan a-ZMacni: 
US reetton: Ffeyrotts Planteoon. Late Oconee. 
Georgs (21-22 Aonn; Ca ropaan aacUos Buck- 
inriiarntfitw Gotf CUl Denham. Erdand (19-20 
May); Intamalkmal aaettore BadwoB (ton, 
Kcrter. VMsonsm OB-29 iutfi: Utartd flnto Cray 
hank GC Scortsdsia. Arvona i3~J Jen. 1998). 

Hockey 

The Hockey Association Thuth Cup will 
be sponsored by the Rcyiil Air Fbrce Ca- 
reers Information Service for the next 
two years. The annual national com- 
petition, open to toys at under- 14, un- 
der- 16 and under- IS levels, lest season 
attracted over 650 teams. 

LOS REYES CENTENNIAL TOURNAMENT 
(Barcelona) final day: Hero ReaAng 2 □ OO 
2: SoutfisrB 6 ft Barcelona a Bbamandoa (NU 
3 too Barcetorw 2 Qsr« fSeo) 6 Pettates (So) 
1; Suey 6 Kb 1897 2. read ptoMnto 1 Gor^; 
2 Soiahgata: 3 ftadng. MenTs caider-lft Rep- 
lon StoOOl 1; POto Bjreelona 0. Ftoal ptoctogK 
1 Rettor School; 2 Royal Lfopoifl (Bel); 3 Polo 
Baroetoia. Wo wentnn darlBitoUaaesrCan- 
loro School 0; wy>em oe Z««gar a Okmpo 
(Sp) a Rial ptedagg 1 bed Urfies 2 VlUern 
de Zvouec 3 OHnpe. 

Ice hockey 

NHl; Buffalo 5 Phoena 1; St Lous 5 Nw Jer- 
sey 3: Cmeaga 5 Deotn 5 loti. 

Rallying 

DAXARRAIirTMstap(Kaj«>tBltora)Mo- 
tereyctoa: 1 S fteahared W Yamaha Q»43m(n 
47sec 2 J Aitaare (Sol KIM -tltee STMafi- 
naldl ffh KIM +3mm 35eec 4 G Rwwr* (Netn) 


KIM +11:43; 5 0 Uporte OISi KIM +1308: 6 
J LfWR (US) KIM 4.16-oa Omni rni nd to gB 
1 Ratamaraei 14nr 59nun Jsac: 2 UaenaMr 
3 Arauan& +4 4 Laocrte +4434: 

5 MnffKtner +L.-OtS2: S Jitw* +UD33. 


Rugby League 

Castieford Tigers have si^ied Jason Lid- 
den, the 27 -year-old Australian second- 
row forward from Canterbury BuUdogi, 
on a one-year contract- Udden made 
13 appearances for Canterbury m last 
season's Optus Oup and was previous- 
ly nwth Western Suburbs and Penrith. He 
b Castiefoitfs thbd recent AusoaSan ski- 
ing, ftXiowing the arrival of The stand- 
off Adrian Vbwtes and the prop Sean 
Mevtean. 

Rugby Union 

Nottingham, the Courage League Tore 
side, yestenday secured the s&img of 
Jason Hall, the 28-year-oM Canadian 
Internationa centre. He will not be reg- 
istered as a fbrei#i player as he holds 
a British passport. 

USA EA6LE5 (Tour ratehvPamypridd.No- 
ttonsl Ground, Cardiff, 7.15}; C Morrow IGen- 


ttemen ol Aspen); C Cretis RIS Combnad Scr- 
vtcesl. E Scfarem I0MBAC. Sen Drogs). M 
Wname (caoO. B HcdHMmr Bwh Geroemsn 
ai AspenK l Steteos Oetoxru Shore). B Hoared 
ILjfe Gofleg-I; C Uppwt, S Aten (tatfi Rugby). 
S ODoyto (Gotten Etoio), LBrare iHarteaure). 
C Vo0 (Brdffnd), R Ranted (OKI Bias). J Wtt- 
muon (Belmont Store). J Walter iGenbernen 

olAcpenl. Bap tote wnt e. RLehnT.T8Bup* 
(botn BiacWieatti). 0 Horten iombaci. A 
Pactw lB t (Tteaclngi. K Shuamn (Penn Siac Ur»- 
vennyi. M Scftanwiberg (Rearing). 

1997 WORLD CUP SEVENS DRAW: Pool A: 
Enriand. zroaetme. Canada: Pool BrAuaoaka. 
Romana, Scotland: Pool C: New Zealand. Ton- 
ex Japan; Pool D: F*. Hang Kong, Portugal; 
Pool E: Fiance. Korea. Unned States: Pool P. 
Soon, Coow btonfe. Homcoa: Pool Cfc South 
Africa, beiand. Argentna; Pool H: Wfestern 
Senioo. Wales, Namtea. 

SkBng 

AU>ME WORLD CUP Otonfoto* Rare, Stow) 
Man's (Mom (first ran 60 ffteo. second run 

S9h IT SyMya (Auy 1:41.93 19091751^0: 

2 S Am« IFD 1^2^9 (5L2D51.D9li 3 T Sav 
gassngef iauii W2J4 (508ir51-53t: 4 M 
GiOSjero IUS) 1:42.49 (52.01/50.48): S S 
Vofpectef (Aut) U42L50 151. 74/5G. 76): B M He- 
aer lAull 1:42.68 151.21751.471. Stolon 
tonofa^: 1 SyLoa 380: 2 StBnrsssr®* 2C0: 

3 Amec 176: * Aamoa 147; 5 SUansen 146; 

6 126. Orerel Wortd cup Xantap: 


Sykora managed to record a win- 
ning aggregate time of lmin 
4I.93sec, ahead of Sebastien 
Amiez. the defending slalom 
World Cup title-holder, and fel- 
low Austrian Thomas Stan gas- 
singer. the 1994 Olympic slalom 
champion. 

Sykora has won three of the 
four slaloms staged so far this 
winter and finished second in 
the other to take a command- 
ing lead ia the discipline's stand- 
ings with 580 points. 

"The conditions were ex- 
tremely demanding today. Il was 
foggy and the snow was too 
soft," Sykora said. "But I tried 
not to think about the difficul- 
ties. I just continued pushing 
myself down after every mistake 
and never stopped throwing 
myself into the gates." 


1 H Knaus |Autl 4*>lpts: 2 M Von Gruengen 
Own) 447: 3 T Sywra I Nil) 382: 4 K Andre 
Aamodt (Mori 355; S L AJpftand <Fri 352: 6 S 
teener (SMj 307. Nabons Ccfe 1 Ausna 
4.769 Dts: 2 Hah 3.645: 3 SmtawuriJ 2.362: 
4 France 2.158: 5 Germany 1.830. 


Tennis 


NEW ZEALAND OF9 (Auckland) Men's stortfes 
flrot rowid: H Gumy iAie) bit C aroonei 'Sr>i <-5 
6-2; A Radutoscu iGen or G Huseosw iGB> 2 6 
6-3 7-6; N KulD IS**i to J Sian. (USi 6-4 6-3: 
T Jotoreson ISw«j hi T Larknam lAuw 62 61; 
IvCarlsan (Deni Ol A Hum iNZ) 4-6 5-1 6-3. 
SYDNEY WTERNA3TONAL (WNU Ctty) SlllStoS 
Oral mnt Man G Korertvre ,Cma! hr M Coed- 
no 1 1 GeO 6-3 6-4; S Sufe (Am) bt D Praiosa I Gen 
6-4 6-J: B lAmacn (C; Reel n S Doseoei iCr 
Rep) 6J 6-7 6-3; A Cosra iSpi « l Roin (Frt 6- 
4 6-2: A O'tettn OISi W G Porta (Aus> 6-4 M. 
Mtooon: S PiudikK) (Fri H N ZverM (Beta! 6-0 
0-0; R Simpson (Cam tn k Haoswiiia iStowrn 
6-4 7-5: S Apperoans l Ben D! J Ka neat’ iGeri 
6-0 6-1: f\ Po IUS) or j wvecnef <Ajv 62 30 
6-4; N Sawamatsu Uawnl at M Tu iuSi 7-5 63; 
A Frano IDS' or S Dopfar (Aun 62 63 
1ASMAMA WOMENS MISMlUnONALIHoBarn 
Hiat rotmfc D Van Rkst iBen M L wad iUSi 6 1 
62; E CJleri iBed bt M Saa~ Uaa 1 7-3 7-5: R 
Grarae ill) H E Maurora iRust 7-661: LCcnho- 
ua (Cr Rod) tn B fettner iGon T-5 63: F Lahot 
lAiRI 01 PScftnyOer tSrtiD 7-6 7-5. A-GSJ* iFn 
M P Suarez [Ang 6-* 6-2: WongSTu-T-mfla! w 
A Kramer ILuti 63 1-6 63. 


SNOW REPORT ■ in association with Thomas Cook Ski Direct 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 

82 

The number of consecutive 
weeks Greg Norman has 
spent at the top of golf's Sony 
world rankings, breaking Nick 
Faldo's record of 8L Norman 
is the only player to be ever- 
present in the top 10 since 
the rankings were introduced 
in 1986. 
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SKI HOTLINE 


from 180 f resorts in Europe and 

North America. 

Phone or toe 

0891 333 110 


SKI SNAPSHOT 


At-a-glance fax guide to snow 
conditions at 180+ resorts world- 
wide: 

0897 500 601 


SK1FAX 


Where to find the 
best snow • by fax. 

Call SKI FAX - the ski facts: 
0897 300 301 


SKICODES 


For a fax list of 180+ 
resort codes: 
0990 100 843 
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Call Ski Direct on 01733 33 55 13 
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Rugby’s young guns 

New faces for '97 from different 
codes of the game page 22 


sport 
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Road to the Super Bowl 

Matt Tench on the end of an era 
for the NFL, page 21 



Wilkinson alights on Hoddle’s shoulder 

Student of the* 


FA takes 
gamble on 
ex-Leeds 
manager 




Football 


GLENN MOORE 


The final member of the Foot- 
ball Association's team to take 
English football into the new mil- 
lennium finally joined up yes- 
terday. Howard Wilkinson," the 
former Leeds United manager, 
accepted the post of technical di- 
rector and thus ended a search 
that began in November 1994. 

He joins Graham Kelly, the 
FAs chief executive, Glenn Hod- 
dle, the England coach, and 
Keith Wiseman, the FA chair- 
man. Together they aspire to lift 
the English game to the level of 
that in Germany and Italy. 

There are those who believe 
the FA is yet to enter this cen- 
tury let alone the next, but this 
appointment is the last and 
most important step in the or- 
ganisation's renewal. 

Wilkinson’s brief is enor- 
mous. Superficially it is, in 
Wiseman's words, “to direct 
the production of a structure in 
England that will raise playing 
standards in our young players 
to world class levels”, fit effect, 
this means breaking down 
decades of self-interest and 
bad practice in the development 
of young players and forming a 
human bridge between the FA 
and the professional game, and 
between players, coaches, and 
administrators at all levels. 

Wilkinson, 53, starts with 
two advantages. A wide range 


of experience from teaching 
loolchildren to managing a ti- 


school 

tie-winning side, and a fund of 
goodwill. The esteem in which 
ne is held in the professional 
game was obvious from tbe 
guest list when he conducted his 
first press conference at Lan- 
caster Gate yesterday. 

As well as Kelly, Wiseman, 
the FA*s special advisor Jimmy 
Armfield, and Hoddle and his 
team (Peter Thylor, Ray Qe~ 
mence and John Gorman) 
there were current managers 
Alex Ferguson and Dave Bas- 
sett; and the chief executives of 
the Premiership (Rick Parry), 
the Football League (David 



game takes on 
professor's role 


Glenn Moore on the route that led to 
Lancaster Gate for the new technical 
director of the Football Association 



Howard Wilkinson (left), the FA'S new technical director, wffl have no cfirect input on Glenn HodtBe's England plans 


Photograph: Robert Hallam 


t), the players’ union (Gor~ 
Taylor) and I 


Dent) 

don Taylor) and the League 
Manager's Association (John 
Barnwell) - which Wilkinson 
will continue to chair. 

Conspicuous by his absence 
was Malcolm Berry of the Eng- 
lish Schools FA. He is recover- 
ing from a hip operation but it 
seemed significant that tbe 


ESFA, which stands to lose most 
from the planned re-organisa- 
tion, could not find a substitute. 

Wilkinson was first inter- 
viewed for the job more than a 
year ago but only became a real 
candidate when he was sacked 
by Leeds United in September. 
It was, he said, still a difficult de- 
cision to trade the day-to-day 
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ACROSS 

I In talk a libeller is certainly 
not acid (6) 

5 In a position to learn due, 
possibly, to a kind of TV 

(S) 

9 Could be too scented as a 
source of oil? (10) 

10 Provoking remark of the 
Rock to Spain (4) 

II Politician’s protest about 
traitor (8) 

12 Gloss over deadly sin being 


21 Lteless old site to be rede- 
veloped? There’s nothing 
in it (6) 

23 Adolescent people ad- 
dressed caught the flu nas- 
tily, drained of energy (8) 

25 Cannot expect to threw out 
£20? (4) 

25 Jack takes diamonds, say, 


as something to wear (j6,4) 


given precedence (6) 
13 Called a ' 


artist no good (4) 

15 Mixing gin & It, one's dose 
to getting lit up? (8) 

18 A iriend v s short garment is 
suitable for a sheikdom 
(3,5) 

19 A capital orchestra to boot 
(■*) 


27 Out of the ordinary 6( 
sense Alice displayed (8) 

28 Feel aggrieved having 
made a further dispatch? 
(6) 


DOWN 

Don't succeed in keeping 
ring free to move (5) 

Ir's more than a miracle if 
Insurance Companies cov- 
er them (4,23) 

Overlook nothing in cor- 
rupt reign (6) 


5 Might one pay it from 
one’s currenr account? 

d in waves not alto- 

gether excessive to Latin 
worker (8) 

7 One, say, is a provider of 
protection (5) 

8 Non-U parry debts can be 
tiresome (9) 

14 Car organisation, maintain- 
ing pound, sorts out source 
of trouble? (9) 

16 Instruct unruly sets in in- 
stances of boxing? (3,6) 

17 Risk a wet upset to do this? 
(5-3) 

20 Something funny, a song 
without words for us (6) 

22 Order group to undergo 
reduction, being grossly 
overweight (5) 

24 Marriage of old and new at 
university (5) 


involvement of a football club 
for an essentially administrative 
rule. “But," he added, "once the 
crack of gunfire had gone from 
my ears and the smell of war 
from my nose I found myself 
watching games from a differ- 
ent perspective. I was no longer 
thinking 'bow can we beat 
them?' Or ‘could he do a good 
job for Leeds?' The more 


games I watched the more at- 
tractive this job became. As a 
manager of a football club the 
prime function is to win football 
matches. It can reduce the 
scope in which you operate. I 
was no longer developing my 
strengths." 

His strengths were, he felt, 
coaching and he intends to be a 
“track-suited technical direc- 


Howard Wilkinson fact file 


1943 Bom 13 November, Sheffield 
1964 Sighs for Sheffield Wednesday 
1966 Jons Brighton and How Albion 

1971 Motes to Boston Untied as player 

1972 Succeeds Jim Srmh as manager 
of Boston and guides them to two 
successive titles; later totes charge at 
Mossiey before becoming a Football As- 
sociation staff coach 

1981 Apporaed BBsaom manager tu Jim- 
my Sirrfl at Notts County 

1982 County win promotion la old Fust 
Division. Appointed manager 

1983 Takes charge of 9ieffieW Wednesday 

1984 Steers Wednesday to promotion 
(tan Second Dtvtoon. finishing second be- 
hind Chetsea 


1988 Succeeds Billy Bremner as Leeds 
manager in October 

1990 Tates Leeds to Second Division 
championship 

1992 Leeds wn First Division champion- 
ship 

1996 Leeds beaten 3-0 by Aston Villa in 
the Coca-Cola Cup finaL Is sacked as man- 
ager of Leeds Jim 48 hours after a 4-0 
home defeat by Manchester United 

1997 Apponfed Ergfond techracaf director 
by the FA 

Other honours England Ytxrth Interna- 
tional. Spelts In charge of England Under- 
21 teem and England semi-professional 
team. Currant chairman of League Man- 
agers' Association. 


tor". There will, inevitably, also 
be plenty to do suited-and-boot- 
ed. One of these tasks will be to 
wrest control of England under- 
15s from the ESFA, 

Hoddle will retain full control 
of the national team and Wilkin- 
son is likely to help Hoddle with 
scouting and as someone be can 
bounce ideas off. Wilkinson's 
role encompasses the National 
School of Excellence at LiDeshal] 
and the education of prospec- 
tive managers. 

The priority for Wilkinson, 
who has signed a four-year deal 
on an estimated £175,000 a 
year, is to raise the profile of 
coaching. Without training 
coaches properly, and per- 
suading dubs to pay them de- 
cent wages, belter players wifi 
still not be produced in num- 
bers. The game is now rich 
enough to do this, but only if it 
can overcome its endemic self- 
interest. That win be Wilkinson's 
biggest task. 


For such a traditionally con- 
servative organisation, the Foot- 
ball Association appears to be 
developing a gambler's men- 
tality. First Glenn Hoddle, now 
Howard Wilkinson. 

But while the gamble with 
Hoddle was about riming, with 
Wilkinson it is aboul the man 
hims elf. It could prove an in- 
spired decision, or it could be 
a wasted opportunity. 

What gives this appointment 
a real “last throw of die dice" feel 
is that, not a year ago, Graham 
Kelly told me that WHkmson’s 
widely reported decision to with- 
draw himself from consideration 
for the job was superfluous be- 
cause he was unlikely to be of- 
fered iL He had, goes the 
grapevine, interviewed poorly, 
which will surprise no one who 
has heard one of his more ram- 
bling press conferences. Even 
yesterday he began with a ref- 
erence about eating kippers and 
ended with one about ironing. 

Even more so than with Hod- 
die, his eventual appointment 
has come about as much by de- 
fault as choice. More obvious 
candidates, like Gerard Houl- 
tier, Andy Roxburgh and Ar- 
sine Wenger, turned it down. 

The obvious question mark 
concerns Wilkinson's football 
beliefs. After a promising start 
managing Notts County (to 15 tb 
in the old First Division) be be- 
came seduced by the “direct- 
football” philosophy of Wing 
Commander Charles Reep, as 
also espoused by Graham Tay- 
lor. His training regimes became 
infamous. Sheffield Wednes- 
day were sent bin-running in the 
snow while set-pieces were re- 
hearsed for hours. His teams be- 
gan to resemble the cast of 
Land of the Giants. 

Yet, as John Barnwell said 
yesterday, it is important not to 
“confuse the style of play he was 
earmarked with and tbe devel- 
opment of players. They are to- 
tally different" 

Wilkinson asked people to 
“reserve judgement and forget 
their preconceptions, or at least 
reconceive them”. He added: “I 
hope the young England teams 
[for which he will be responsi- 
ble] will play good football." 

Wilkinson does not fit the orig- 
inal brief. When the FA began 
its hunt for a technical director 
Graham Kelly said they were 
looking for “a man with inspira- 
tional qualities who has played 
the game at the highest level and 
can influence by reputation". 

Wilkinson's managerial rep- 
utation is higher among his 
peers than the wider public. His 
playing reputation is largely 


forgotten with the promise of 
England youth selection not be- 
ing fulfilled. He played 22 times 
in four seasons for Sheffield 
Wednesday in the old First Di- 
vision, then spent four seasons 
with Brighton in the Third. By 
the time he was 27 he was out 
of the professional game. 

Even then, however, he had 
been exposed to some of its 
most progressive thinkers. His .. 
managers at Hillsborough wen£, 
Vic Buckingham, who was fresh - 
from discovering Johan Cruyff 
and developing the “Ajax way", 
and Alan Brown, who had been 
at the forefront of youth de- 
velopment at Burnley. At 
Brighton he was under the in- 
novative Archie Macaulay, ar- . 
guably the first manager to use 
4-3-3, and Freddie Goodwin, 
whose methods extended to 
yoga and psychology. 

W ilkins on's inquiring mind 
will have absorbed much from . 
these men. He also learned 
from taking a physical edocatkm 
degree at Sheffield University 
and spending some time work- 
ing as a teacher. He managed 
Boston United before he was 30, 
later qualifying as a a regional 
FA coach and' becoming man- , 
ager of the England semi-pro- : 
fessional side. In 1982 Bobby 
Robson asked him to combine 
coaching England under-21s 
with, he said yesterday, “taking 
the football side of coaching at 
Lancaster Gate". Yesterday he 
finally accepted the updated 
version of that job. v 

While his Leeds team have 
not always been attractive be 
has been heavily involved in the 
wider development of the dub. 

A £3m youth t raining centre has 
been built and a second, more 
promising wave of young play- 
ers are coming through. 

Wilkinson's breadth of expe- 
rience, with the school system, 
chib administration, youth de- 
velopment and top level man- 




agement, is probably unrivalled 
ng on ide 


He is strong on ideas, no re- 
specter of reputation (his first ad 
at Leeds was to remove thepic- 
tures of the Revie years), and not 
a man to suffer fools gladly. 

He will need to avoid be- 
coming bogged down in tbe 
minutiae and concentrate on tbe 
wider picture. He will need to 
combine charm and diplomacy 
in breaking down the many 
mini-empires. And he will need 
Glenn Hoddle to keep winning. 
This is such a wide-ranging 
long-term job his progress ca 
not be fairly assessed for ax least 
three years but, if England hit 
a crisis before then, there is now 
another target to aim at. 
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Souness steeled for Stockport 


Graeme Souness believes 
Southampton are heading for 
another field of nightmares, 
but he has promised his players 
will be geared up for the Coca- 
Cola Cup quarter-final match at 
Second Division Stockport 
tonight, no matter what tbe state 
of the ground. 

Souness was angry at the 
condition of the Reading pitch 
on Saturday when his Premier- 
ship side were knocked out of 
the FA Cup in the third round. 
He knows EdgeJey Park in mid- 
winter will be no place for the 
faint-hearted. 

He said: “T have told the play- 
ers the pitch at Stockport will 
be worse than at Reading and 
that was bone hard. Reading is 
now a thing of the past and we 
have a great chance to get into 
the se mi - finals . 

*Tf 1 was the Stockport man- 
ager David Jones I would be 
telling my players that 
Southampton don't fancy this 


match one little bit But he is 
wrong." 

Souness has pledged to make 
changes after the shattering 
defeat at Elm Park, knowing an- 
other setback at a Nationwide 
League side would spark a cri- 
sis at The DelL Defender Simon 
Chariton is set to take over from 
Matthew Robinson, while strik- 
er Egfl Ostenstad needs a fitness 
Lest on an infected toe, al- 
though Matthew Oakley is 
available after recovering from 
a chest infection. 

Stockport, who go into the 
biggest game in their history 
having lost only twice in 27 
games, contest a quarter-final 


place in a major cup competi- 
firsl 


tion for the first time. Howev- 
er. Jones admits it is nonsense 
to talk of his side being 
favourites. He said: “Don’t for- 


get Southampton are still a 
Premiership side full of in- 
ternationals who not so long ago 
thrashed the double winners 
Manchester United. 

“Certainly if we play to our 
full potential we've definitely got 
a chance of beating them. We 
proved that we are a match for 
anyone in the games against 
Blackburn and West Ham." 

Stockport have been out of 
action since a 3-2 Boxing Day 
victory at Wrexham, having had 
three matches postponed. The 
enforced break has enabled 
defender Sean Connelly to re- 
cover from a broken toe and 
striker Ailin Armstrong to rest 
a niggling ankle injury. 

Tom Bennett is available 
again after a two-match sus- 
pension and is likely to replace 
Tony Dinning in midfield. 


“We feel the break has done 
us good." said Jones, who faced 
Souness in his playing days at 
Everton and Coventry. 

“I am sure Graeme will have 
his players fired up as he was a 
winner as a player. You could 
see by how upset he was after 
the defeat at Reading on Sat- 
urday that he wants to be a win- 
ner as a manager. 

“But I am not worrying about 
them- Fd rather they would wor- 
ry about us. You can gel bogged 
down by going into too many 
details about the opposition." 

A secret Uefa investigation 
team, in existence for the Last five 
months, will examine new alle- 
gations of widespread corruption 
and match-fixing said to be ex- 
posed in a French judiciary report 
into the Tkpie-Marseille affair . 

The identities of the three 


man tribunal are not being re* 
vealed to prevent any undue in- 
fluence being exerted. Ue£a also 
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something they had learnt 
the Belgian side Qiib Brugge 
but the dub categorically denied 
any wrongdoing. 

The Uefa spokesman; ftiis 
Ahlstrom, said: “We 
learned something about Ghp 
Brugge and we will look into it 
We always do. that is our p* 
cy. But we can only look up 
such matters after we’ve t* 
ceived an official report- w 
cannot do something just OP 
newspaper reports." 

Club Bruges' secretary^ 
era], Jacques Denoll, sakfc^T® 
is nonsense. We havenotiung-tp 
do whatsoever with irregatep' 
ties regarding our two male* 

es with Marseille." Brugge and 
Marseille met twice in the Eu- 
ropean Cup in the .19923395* 
son, Brugge losing 3-0 away 
Marseille and 1-0 at hoine. 
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